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Record Distance, 


production sports car in the world 


Since that memorable day at Jabbeke, Belgium, in 1949 when the 
Jaguar XK.120 startled the motoring world by achieving 
132.6 m.p.h. — the highest speed ever attained by a standard 
production car — it has dominated the international motoring 
scene. Apart from its sensational achievements at Le Mans, 
the Alpine Trial and the Ulster Tourist Trophy, enthusiastic 
owners of the Jaguar XK.120 have registered successes in 
every conceivable type of competitive event in the United 
States and throughout the world. Whatever successes may 
lie ahead of it, the XK.120 is universally regarded as the 
outstanding sports car of this generation. 


JAGUAR 


XK SUPER SPORTS 


Write for details to Distributors for States West of Mississippi: 
Charles H. Hornburg, Jr., 9176 Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles, Cal. 
Eastern States : The Hoffman Motor Car Co., Inc., 487 Park Avenue, 
New York, 22, and at Esquire Building, South Water Street, Chicago. 
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a JABBEKE, BELGIUM, 1949 
132.6 m.p-h.—flying mile 
SILVERSTONE, ENGLAND 
1949, 1950, 1951 
MONTLHERY, FRANCE 
1950—107.46 m.p.h. for 24 hours 
1951—131.8 miles in hour 
LE MANS, F NCE, 1951 the ¢ 
Record Lap 
atta 
eee ALPINE TRIAL, 1948, Spor 
Ee 1950, 195! — Three times 
eee winner of Alpine Cup- cont 
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started something when we asked 
that question for the first time two months ago. 
We were intent on selling a new idea in safety— 


CONTROL 


Since that first question mark GYRO has swept the country; 
thousands of them have been installed. For the enthusiastic 
response we say “thank you”; to those of you who still 
have not investigated this accessory-of-the-year, we say 
“check on it today . . . safety is not just something 

to talk about!” 


Here's what it does: 


CONTROLS SKIDS... by maintaining equal weight 
distribution through counter centrifugal force. 
MAINTAINS TRACTION . . through its autonomous 
action which adds displaced pound pressure to 
road surface. 

INSURES CURVE CONTROL ... by acting as a 
counter curve gyroscopically. 

AND IN CASE OF A BLOW-OUT ... its action adds 
. displaced weight due to the blow ... providing 
stability and control. 


NOTE: GYRO-SKID CONTROL IS THE ORIGINAL " THING” 


GYRO-SKID CONTROL is simple to install (a matter of minutes)...it’s guaranteed for the life of your 
car...prolongs the life of your tires, saves wear and tear on the car due to road shock and ONLY $39.95 


vibration...gives you a more comfortable ride AND OUTLAWS SKID ACCIDENTS AND LIABILITIES. 
SPECIAL LIGHTER GYRO UNITS ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR ALL SPORTS CARS. eid 


Good Companions to Motoring Safety are... 


. « DEPENDABILITY me 6 


and to insure performance of your 
cooling system we proudly introduce 
to MOTOR TREND drivers the McRAY 
PROTECTO ROD. The Rod prevents 
rust, scale and corrosion in the radi- 
ctor and motor of your car through 
galvanic action . . . renders inert the 
harmful salts . . . loosens and releases 
scale deposits for easy flushing from 
the system. PROTECTO ROD is harmless 
to water, rubber and metals . . . is 
attached in a flash to any radiator cap. 
. . . AND WILL KEEP YOUR MOTOR COOL! $4.95 


(We can supply heavy duty units for trucks and tractors) 


. AND BEAUTY 


- we present the Barlec Wheel . . . most beautiful steering 
wheel in the world. This wheel is custom crafted of 

‘ polished stainless spring steel and laminated hardwood © 
* which best complements your interior color scheme . . . 

3%, rubbed to a deep, lustrous magnificence . . . 15/2 inches 

* in diameter . . . adapts to any steering 

Special Competition wheels are available on request. 


. . PEAK PERFORMANCE 


how better achieve it than with improved ignition! 
Sports car experts know the superiority of platinum 


contacts for best ignition efficiency. We have the famous 25 - : : 
Runbaken Iridium Plotinum contacts. $12.95. set % deposit required on all C.O.D. orders. 


(also available for most stock cars) BARON’S ENGINEERING 


Write for information on the new Barlec Ignition Kit. 4916 Venice Bivd., Los Angeles 19, California 
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Comething 


W... you invest in a new 
cam—or have yours reground, 
you'll want an especially good 
job—a precision ground job 
that you can really depend on. 
That's why you'll want to go to 
a Harman and Collins grind as 
hundreds have done for the 
right grind to do a special job. 


Let the name HARMAN and 
COLLINS assure you of the 
finest cam grind obtainable. 
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HIS PAST WEEK we tried an ex- 

periment—one that “Society for Pre- 
vention of Unnecessary Noise’ would 
heartily endorse. We disconnected our 
horn. Outside of the fact that it was one 
less raucous “beep” added to the caco- 
phony of horns in and around Los Angeles, 
it’s certainly a way to keep you on your 
toes while driving. In situations where 
you would normally use your horn, you 
rely on your brakes or your driving skill. 
You don’t take unnecessary chances, know- 
ing you can’t “scare” 


presstime 


Avenue in Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan. 
We learned that there were no sports cars 
in that area three years ago and that to- 
day there are almost a hundred. An inter- 
esting trend note is that many of these 
foreign car owners are Big-Tkree stylists 
and engineers, while one owner’s name is 
among the biggest in the industry—more 
straws in the wind pointing to future De- 
troit sports cars? 

AS YOU MAY have noticed, Motor 
TREND was about 10 


your way through. 
Try it and see what 
a difference it makes 
in your driving. 

a: 
EVERYONE prob- 
ably has a set opin- 
ion as to what he 
wants in a car. But, 
we have found that 
some person’s view- 
points kave been 
based on false illu- 
sions. Take fuel econ- 
omy, for example. A 


This Month's Cover 


GO réom your ron 


days late in reach- 
ing your newsstand 
this month or, if you 
are a subscriber, in 
reaching your mail- 
box. Things will stay 
this way, because we 
have moved our 
deadline in order to 
make our contents 
more timely. 

£ 
THE DATES have 
jast been fixed for 
the third annual in- 


person may figure 
that he wants an eco- 
Lomical car — one 
that gives 20 mpg 
average instead of 
15 mpg. And for this 
he may buy a car 
that is less popular 


Our big cover picture shows an Indianapo- 
lis contender ready to leave the Kurtis Kraft 
shops in Los Angeles for the Speedway. It’s 
the McNamara Motor Express Special, owned 
by Lee Elkins of Kalamazoo, Michigan. The 
McNamara car is a 270-inch Offy in a Kurtis 
Kraft chassis and was third fastest qualifier 
at the 500 last year, chalking up a fastest 
speed of 137.614 mph. Personalities in the 
photo are, left to right, driver Joe James, 
mechanic Charley Szekemby, and Jack Fres- 
holtz of Burbank, who is preparing the car. 

The little shot at the upper right shows Walt 


ternational Motora- 
ma: Nov. 7 through 
Nov. 16, at the Pan- 
Pacific Auditorium 
in Los Angeles. The 
decision to extend 
the running time of 
the exposition from 


In the Midwest... 


~ See Arnolt 


formG 
MORRIS 
AUSTIN 
DAIMLER 
RILEY 
ASTON-MARTIN 
BENTLEY 
ROLLS ROYCE 


Sales - Service 
Accessories + Parts 


Liberal trades... 
Financing arranged if desired 


S. H. ARNOLT, INC. 


DISTRIBUTOR 
415 E. ERIE + CHICAGO 11, ILL. 


(consequently hav- 


ing more deprecia- | CoPri—see page 16. 


Woron trying a tight one in the dirt with one 
of this month’s road test cars, the Lincoln 


five to ten days was 
reached by the show 


tion), one that may 

cost him up to $200 more when he trades 
it in. What he gets back in savings on 
mileage will not pay for this difference. 
Why? Look at it this way. The national 
driving average is 10,000 miles per year. 
With the first car (20 mpg) our hypo- 
thetical owner will use 500 gallons, which, 
if figured at 25¢ a gallon will cost $125. 
With the second car (15 mpg) he'll use 
667 gallons, which will cost $166.75. The 
difference is $41.75. 

This amount can be looked at in one of 
two ways: $41.75 is a good saving — it 
will pay for some future engine work, a 
weekend trip to the mountains, the coun- 
try or the beach, or it’s just money in the 
bank; or, the fact that it’s only 80¢ a 
week (or less than what it costs most 
people for cigarettes), it doesn’t have too 
much effect on the pocketbook. Analyzed 
in this light, fuel economy can take on a 
totally different aspect. 

WHEN YOU read this month’s “Spotlight 
on Detroit” you'll see that, rfore than 
ever, the sports car fever is invading the 
motor capital. A few weeks ago we visited 
Mr. Lyman Gray’s agency, “SPORTS 
CARS, DETROIT,” out on Kercheval 
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management in an 
effort to accommodate the anticipated 
overflow crowds. 102,321 patrons jammed 
the huge auditorium during the five-day 
showing in 1951. Additional details will 
appear in the July issue. 

WE HAVE RETURNED, precisely at 
deadline time, from this year’s 1415-mile 
Mobilgas Economy Run from Los Angeles 
to Sun Valley. After witnessing the long- 
est, most grueling Economy Run to date, 
our feeling is stronger than ever that this 


event deserves equal honor with such, 


tests of machinery and human skill as the 
Indianapolis 500, the Mille Miglia, and 
the Le Mans 24-hour race. The arguments 
supporting this conviction will be pre- 
sented in July’s Motor TREND, along with 
Sweepstake’s Winner Bill Stroppe’s story 
of how he drove a ’52 Mercury to victory. 

REMEMBER LAST month’s cover—the 
beautiful purple “continental Chev’? We 
stated that the car had been built by 
custom craftsman George Barris. The fact 
is that equally talented brother Sam Barris 
deserves equal credit for this car. And 
that cover photo was shot by Bob Behme. 

—The Editors 


NOW-MORE SPEED: 
WITHOUT COSTLY= 
ENGINE CHANGES> 


Don’t take our word for it. Here’s 
what a builder of racing engines 
reports: “We’ve seen how Friction 
Proofing adds ‘horses’ to our 
engines—even engines tuned to a 
mechanical maximum have shown 
increased HP through Friction 
Proofing.” And an airplane service- 
man says, “Tests...show that add- 
ing Wynn’s Friction Proofing Oil to 
an engine’s crankcase and gasoline 
line will increase its RPM by as 
much as 100 RPM.” Impartial tests 
prove that by reducing friction, 
Wynn’s boosts HP and RPM. Put 
Wynn’s Friction Proofing Oil to 
work in your car. 


*\ WYNN OIL COMPANY 
AZUSA, CALIFORNIA 
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EXHAUST 
HEADERS 


..-by Almquist 


POWER plus ECONOMY ! 
FINEST HEADERS | 
You Can Buy! | 


| 

| 
IMPROVED balanced de- 

| sign gives EQUAL relief | 
of back pressure on both 

| 

| 

| 


left and right banks— 

Gives more power and | 

efficiency! 

Extra heavy _tubing— 

longer lasting! Perfect fit | 

fords 

All Fords 

Mercs, set ......... $27.50 | 
$8.50 


Extensions to Mufflers, poir.... 


"BUILD- UR- OWN" KITS 
= 
VE! Kit includes three 
Bends, Collector 
Tubes, Six Flanges & In- 
| structions — everything 


u need for easily as 
your oon 


ol 
| 
| 

ers (like obove illustra- | 
| 
| 
| 


S&S 
| SS jinn. 
oo 


| 
Balanced 


DESIGNED TO GIVE... 


@ More Power 
@ Better Mileage 
@ Less Back Pressure 
@ Deep Throbbing Tone 


| Tests show up to 15% Horse- 

power increase! 

| Set includes: Pair of Almaquist 
Headers, set of extensions trom 
headers to mufflers, Two Hol 

| lywood Steel-Packed Mufflers, 
Left Side Tailpipe & Brackets. 


| EASY TO INSTALL 

1935-52 Ford & Merc..... $49 
Oldsmobile 88 & 98 

| 1937-52 Chevrolet... 
Vv 


$9.95 


CUSTOM 
EXHAUST 


System 


| less) 


| “Finest Steel-Packed Muffler’ 
DEEP MELLOW THROBBING PURR! 
| Improved Straight-Thru design—Stainless steel 


lasting. 


$6.95 | 


packing—Extra heavy shell—Longer 


Guaranteed Blow-out 


DUAL MUFFLER SETS 


| Ulira-Deep Tone— 


with a 
Muflers. Left” Tailpipe, | 
e 
Sb fac For Fords & Mercs......$22.95 
V-8's 
SAVE BY MAIL! 
Enclosed find $.... te ip C.O.D. 
| Please ship the following: So | 


Specify Car & Year 
“SATISFACTION GUARANTEED“ | 
| ALMQUIST | 
(dealers wanted) Milford 64-T, Penna. 
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MORE ON COST-PER-MILE ANALYSIS 
Gentlemen: 

Your note on page 45 of the April ’52 
issue interests me. It is too brief because it 
doesn’t explain how or why in the Pontiac 
cost analysis above on same page, your test 
car would need two new tires, brakes re- 
lined, etc. Your assumptions are all right, 
but I cannot appreciate the maintenance. 

I have a late ’49 four-door and last year 
I drove about 10,000 miles @ 3.5c per mile 
not counting depreciation nor storage. Fuel, 
lubrications, parts, plugs, minor accessories, 
and insurance were included. Am I unusual 
in not having bought tires, replaced one 
fender, renewed one bumper, etc. 

Please set me straight o~ this analysis 
method of yours which I think is good. 

Theodore E. Ridley 
Carey, Ohio 


The Cost-Per-Mile Analysis is a UNIFORM 
COST YARDSTICK which can be applied 
to all cars for comparison purposes. It does 
NOT tell precisely what it will cost to oper- 
ate any given example of a certain type of 
car. It attempts to show clearly, however, 


how the depreciation, cost of fuel, tires, en-' 


gine maintenance, bodywork, and insurance 
does differ from one make to another. It’s as 
simple as saying, “A valve grind for car X 
costs $35 while it costs $55 for car Z.” We 
just include more sources of expense to 
achieve a more comprehensive comparison. 
—Editor 


CLASSICS BEFORE THE BOOM 
Gentlemen: 

My first car was a ’30 V-16 Cadillac, for 
which I pa‘d $95 which I subsequently re- 
sold for junk. In ’39 I purchased an Auburn 
supercharged speedster (engine no. CH- 
4344) for $450. About a year later I traded 
this Auburn plus $225 for a ’32 Model J 
Duesenberg Beverly (engine no. J474) in 
excellent condition also. I later sold this 
Duesenberg for $200 (just before entering 
the service). 

In I purchased a supercharged 
Cord convertible (engine no. FC 2123, 
Serial no. 31613H) in very good condition 
for $650 and about three months later my 
brother purchased a Cord of the same model 
for $125, from someone entering the service. 
This car was also in like-new condition (ex- 
cept for the front wheels being cracked, 
which we replaced with two new ones) and 
was resold in the same condition for $40! 

Several years later I sold my Cord for the 
same price I had paid for it—but in the 
meantime it has been practically rebuilt ex- 
cept for the engine (factory rebuilt driving 
unit, new universals, re-painted, new top, 
new front engine support, etc.). 

A friend of mine purchased a Duesenberg 
convertible sedan with an outside exhaust 
system in very good condition about this 
time for $350. 


I remember walking along the used car 
section of Broadway in New York around 
1940 and finding it very commonplace to 
see two or three Duesenbergs, and a few 
Cords, etc. on one used car lot at very low 
prices. If one could have foreseen the future, 
purchasing a few dozen of these cars would 
have been a very good investment, to say 
the least. 

Harry H. Denkard 
Greenville, New York 


You can blame two causes for the present 
high prices. Scrap drives during the last war 
and the influx of many new enthusiasts into 
the field. Many restorable cars were smashed 
to make guns and ammunition. What few 
are left are not able to satisfy the present in- 
creased demaxid. Prices in ihe future can 
only go higher, since the supply will always 
be less.—Editor 


CONSUMER RESISTANCE TO DEALER’S 
DOLDRUMS 
Gentlemen: 

Your article “Dealer’s Doldrums” ty 
Charles D. Harrington will invoke sympathy 
from no one whatsoever. 

Anyone of those “clunkers” taken in by a 
dealer will be well polished, have the en- 
gine steam cleaned, the tires regrooved and 
blackened, and a new car odor sprayed in 
the interior. It will be then unloaded on 
some simple citizen as a “good clean car” 
driven by the local minister. The guy who 
buys it will need more than a minister from 
then on. 

Harrington sounds as if used car dealers 
were doing the public a favor by going into 
the business. The opposite is usually true. 

It is a good idea to find out if a car has 
a clutch left in it or not. Many don’t. I do 
agree that it isn’t necessary to grind hell out 
of the clutch lining to find out. 


Motor Trend 
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All car dealers should remember the years 
immediately after the war when they took 
the public for all they could get. The public 
has not forgotten at all. 

Hugh Gillen 

Los Angeles, Calif. 


Let’s not condemn all car dealers, Mr. Gil- 
len. Remember the specific ones, if there were 
any who actually did try to take you for all 
they could get. Don’t judge the others till the 
evidence is in. One reason we printed “Deal- 
er's Doldrums” was to remind the consumer 
that the dealer has his problems, too——Editor 


CLASSROOM RECOGNITION 
Gentlemen: 

I am using Motor Trenp in teaching 
physics. We are now working on engines 
and transportation and since I am well ac- 
quainted with your magazine I think it will 
be an immense help in our study of engines, 
automobiles, etc. I would also like to express 
my appreciation for the fine work you and 
your magazine are doing toward furthering 
interest and learning concerning these sub- 
jects. Thanks for a job well done. 

R. Mac Byrd 
Fayetteville, North Carolina 


We’re flattered that you use Motor TREND 
for classroom reference. Hope we continue 
to merit your confidence —Editor 


AMERICA FOR AMERICANS 
Gentlemen: 

I don’t know how many people agree with 
me or not but here is one man’s opinion. I 
think the importation of European designers 
and body builders is an insult to American 
body builders. 

Warren Malcott 
Great Falls, Mont. 
Anybody disagree ?—Editor 


MORE STEAM 
Gentlemen: 

I would like to ask a favor of you. As 
editor of a small bulletin of particular inter- 
est to owners and enthusiasts of steam cars, 
I have a deep interest in those who wrote in 
response to the article on steam power. 

Robert Ostwald 
Box 351 
Staten Island 1, N.Y. 


Those interested may write Mr. Ostwald at 
the above address ——Editor 


THOSE “NEW” V-8S 
Gentlemen: 

In the last few years the apparent shift 
in Detroit to the V-type engine has been 
very noticeable. Ford, Lincoln, Mercury and 
Cadillac were the long known users of this 
style engine. 

At the present time, we have Oldsmobile, 
Studebaker, DeSoto, Chrysler and Dodge 
added to the former four. Most people are 
under the impression that there are a record 
number of cars using the V engine today. 
There are nine at present. 

However, in 1916 there were "6 different 
automobiles which incorporated the V-8. 
They are as follows: Cole, Scripps-Booth, 
Cadillac, Oldsmobile, Stearns Knight, Ap- 
person, Oakland, Jackson, King Corsair, 

(Continued on next page) 


June 1952 


You’re it—with a 


CONTINENTAL TIRE KIT 


CHEVY CONTINENTAL KIT 
For the first time! High-style Chevy 
Continental Kit (for that long, luxury 
look) at a price you can rd. Fits 
1949-52 Styleline Models. Features 3- 
iece all-steel tire cover that covers 
th front and back sides of tire. 
Permanent tire installation—no hinges 
—no folding—no swinging—no lifting. 
Easy access to trunk which opens 
without moving tire. Complete kit in- 
cludes heavy gauge splash pan, bump- 
er extensions, tire cover, license light, 
instructions. Simple insta!lation. 


run price *69.50 


FORD CONTINENTAL TIRE KIT 
New models now offer Continental as standard equip- 
ment. Gives 1949-51 Ford LOW, LONG, SLEEK ‘’Con- 
tinental’’ look. Improves appearance and INCREASES 
luggage space. Specify tire type (1) lifts up with trunk 
id and out of way for easy access to trunk or (2) folds 
backwards for trunk to clear. Kit complete with gravel 
pan, all metal tire cover, chrome welt, license light, 
installation diagrams. ‘‘Go’’ Continental today! 


Complete kit only $59.50 


Send for the complete Chevrolet 
chrome motor accessory kit! It 
includes chrome wire loom, red 
ignition wire, valve cover and 

sideplate. All that, a $23.33 value 
if purchased separately, for only 
$19.95. That means a saving of 
$3.38. Send for the complete kit 


everything included, just$] 9.95 


1951 CHEVY GRILLE TRIM 
Makes your 1951 look like a spanking 
brand new 1952. Fits all ‘51 Chevy 
models. Die cast, chrome-plated, a 
gleaming beauty. Simple installation, 
no drilling or cutting. Complete set of 


5 bars— 
only $8.95 


NEW FORD GRILLE BAR 
Gives expensive “Big Car’ look. A 
beauty .. . heavily chromed 18 gauge 
steel . . . extends inwards a full 
7V2''. Replaces complete center bar 
on ‘51 without further alteration. 
Taken California by storm .. . be first 
in your town! Note: Additional re- 
quirements 1949 Ford are 1951 top 
molding & hood conversion plus 1950 
or 1951 parking lights. 1950 Ford— 
1951 top molding & hood conversion. 


Mail order shipment $20.95 
—purchased at store $19.95 


25% deposit on all orders. Prices F.O.B. Los Angeles. Postage C.0.D. Add 3% Sales Tax in Cal. 


“CUSTOM ACCESSORIE 


3319 MT-6 So. Grand Avenue 
Los Angeles 7, California 


Seven 


4, a 
= 
| 
| Gers . 
esent ag 
war 
vays } 
| CHEVY : 
nto 
| 
has 
out 
| SSS SS 
f 
| 


Northrop Students 
BUILD MINIATURE 
PULSE JETS 


Train Now at NORTHROP 
For an Exciting 
AVIATION CAREER 


Turn your natural interest in mechanics into 
@ satisfying, permanent career in Aviation! Men 
training today at Northrop Aeronautical Institute 
as Aeronautical Engineers or Aircraft & Engine 
Mechanics, will design, build, and maintain the 
jet and rocket aircraft of tomorrow! Begin YOUR 
Northrop training NOW and prepare yourself 
for an exciting, profitable future! 


train at NORTHROP! 

Northrop Aeronautical Institute is a division 
of Northrop Aircraft Inc., a company famed for 
its development of advance design aircraft. At 
NAI, you study in an atmosphere of real aero- 
nautical achievement. As part of your course, 
you help design, layout, draw, mock-up, fabri- 
cate, test and assemble experimental aircraft! 
You have a chance to put your creative and 
mechanical skills to work! 


a Extra Advantages for You! 
In civilian or military life, training counts. For 
example, Northrop Engineering graduates are 
educationally qualified for Naval Aviation Cadet, 
Air Force Cadet, or Officer Candidate training. 
And, it’s the trained man who gets the best 
jobs — advances fastest in important work. 


“> FREE Northrop Catalog 

Send today for the big 34-page Northrop cata- 
log that describes the career opportunities in 
aviation, outlines the courses offered, and shows 
pictures of the training facilities you will use. 


APPROVED FOR VETERANS’ TRAINING 


sq Northrop 


 Acronautical Institute 


“Northrop 
1503 E. Broadway, Hawthorne 
Los Angeles County, Calif. 


SEND FOR COMPLETE 
INFORMATION TODAY 


r 
NORTHROP AERONAUTICAL INSTITUTE 
1503 E. Broadway, Hawthorne, Los Angeles County, Cal. 
Please send me immediately the Northrop catalog, 
special military information and employment data, and 
schedule of starting dates of classes. I am interested in: 


C Aeronautical Engineering & Aircraft & Engine Mechanics () 


Name__ 
Address 
City Zene____. State 
7) VETERANS—Check here if are entitled 
| SN7 to training benefits Under the Gl. Bill. 


Letters 


(Continued from page seven) 


Briscoe, Abbott-Detroit, Hollier and Peer- 

less, all V-8 gos. The National, Pathfinder 

LaSalle, and Packard were all V-12 60s. 
Lester McNeil 
Swanson, Mass. 


Engines are like women’s fashions—they go 
in cycles (no pun intended). V-8s were in 
style shortly after Cadillac introduced the 
type to passenger-car production. Later came 
straight eights (after Duesenberg pioneered 
them) and now we're back to the V again. 
What next? Motor Trenp will report it when 
it happens —Editor 


A BIKE RIDER REPORTS 
Gentlemen: 

Let’s talk motorcyctes—for the good of 
the sport that is. Automobiles are highly 
specialized according to purpose. On the 
other hand a motorcycle narrows down the 
requirements. You can have a ‘nushy ride 
along with excellent cornering ability, es- 
pecially so with spring frame (rear wheel 
springing) becoming so popular. There are 
no fighting forces (as far as the rider is 
concerned) to toss you about. Rider and ma- 
chine lay over harmoniously to sweep 
through bends as if flying. Perhaps most of 
you remember motorcycles as choppy and 
bouncy modes of transportation, but take my 
word for it, people, that has gone the way 
of the belt drive and the carbide lamp. So 
when you folks get tired of trying one car 
after another, try two wheels. Dangerous you 
say!! Perhaps the problem children of our 
sport make it seem that way. I do know that 
“per mile covered” we have a b-tter record 
than your wheelers, taken on nationwide 
figures by the American Motorcycle Associ- 
ation. Aside from the usual advantages like 
better vision, maneuverability, etc., the false 
sense of protection you get from a car isn’t 
there. You know you can’t afford to make 
mistakes, which makes you a better driver 
or rider. You will notice that most of our 
greatest road race drivers of today were once 
upon a time motorcycle racers. 

On the sport of wheeled motion in gen- 
eral: I would like to see a little less con- 
demning of the other man’s likes. Perhaps 
you can look at it this way: Don’t criticize 
that car unless you have all the answers on 
how to improve it. The last guy who thought 
he had all the answers was the guy who 
built it. 

Don Pink 
Yonkers, New York 


Bob Greene, editor of our brother magazine, 
CycLe, made us promise to print your letter, 


Don. You've certainly got one strong point 
—the metal body of an automobile does 
furnish a false sense of protection. And we 
would like to see some of the reckless driv- 
ers try one trip in a motorcycle. They'd either 
learn the difference between courage and 
common sense right away or find themselves 
finishing the trip in the rear seat of an am- 
bulance.—Editor 


SAFETY IN TEXAS 
Gentlemen: 

I read with considerable interest your ar- 
ticle on Safety Inspection Problems in 
Texas. I am a firm believer in routine inspec- 
tions at privately owned garages and know 
that it can be worked out satisfactorily as it 
has been accomplished in Pennsylvania for 
many years. The crux of the situation lies in 
the impartial, honest, rigid supervision of 
these stations by a competent State Highway 
Patrol with spot checks on the highway. 
Those garages whose personnel are dishon- 
est are soon caught and their licenses to in- 
spect are taken away. Although most garage 
owners are honest, this is necessary to whip 
the unscrupulous into line. 

I have been unsuccessfully fighting for 
this system in the state of Washington. They © 
have abandoned inspection here because they 
say that only five or six per cent of accidents 
are caused by faulty equipment. I say that 
if you are in the five or six per cent it is 
10o per cent for you. Tell the Texans not 
to give up as the first year is bound to be 
imperfect. 

G. H. Drumhell, M.D. 
Everett, Wash. 


We agree that safety inspections are good. 
Too little, however, has been written about 
the choice of inspectors. The Texas prob- 
lem indicates that the system of private 
inspection must be rigidly supervised by ex- 
tremely competent officials. If it is discov- 
ered that private stations are using their of- 
ficial position either to coax more jobs from 
the customer or are simply unable to do the 
job, they must be immediately cut from the 
approved list —Editor 


SPEEDOMETER TROUBLES 
Gentlemen: 

Your comment in the December issue about 
the speedometer and the odometer in a car 
having the same error is inaccurate. Since the 
odometer is a positive drive, and the speed- 
ometer a magnetic drive t' y each have their 
own error. My ’48 Hudson. had an error in 
the speedometer of 6 per cent fast, but, 
strangely enough, the odometer was just 
about the same amount short. My present 
*51 model has a speecometer almost 14 per 
cent fast but the odometer is just about on 
the button. In manufacture the speedometers 
are necessarily calibrated but the odometers 
are mere counters with fixed gearing. 

Are resumes of all Motor Trenp trials 
made to date available now? If so, how do 
I get a set? 

W. J. B. Stokes 
Princeton, N. J. 


We'll buy your speedo-ode explanation. 
Previous road tests have not been published 
in collected form, but most are available in 
back issues—Editor 
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* America’s 
Oldest Auto- 
motive Maga- 
zine... Estab- 


lished in 1900. 


CHRYSLER'S 
with 


A Magazine for the 

Motor Industry, Mo- 

tor Enthusiast, and 
the Car Owner 


SUBSCRIBE NOW! 


and 
get in on the NEW 
special issues 


COMING SOON !! 


Not For Sale on 
Newsstands. 


Published in Detroit . .. 
the World’s Motor Capital 


L ENGINE 
EXPERI 


announcing 


purchase of AUTOMOBILE TOPICS* by Floyd Clymer Publications 


THINGS TO LOOK FOR 

IN FUTURE ISSUES OF 
AUTOMOBILE TOPICS ... 
Production News 

Sales, Merchandising Hints 
Repair and Maintenance Data 
Parts and Accessory Data 
General Industry Statistics 
Foreign Auto News 

Special Technical Feetures 
New Car Specifications, Photos 


Catalog of 1951 
U.S. Cars—$2.00 


SPECIAL OFFER 


Hurry! 


Wail the Order Flank Now! 


Automobile Topics, 1268 So. Alvarado St., MT-6. Los Angeles 6, Calif. 
Read Floyd Clymer’s Test Reports on new cars monthly in Popular Mechanics Magezine for sale at all newsstands. 


June 1952 


TO OUR NEW SUBSCRIBERS 
... A FREE CLYMER MOTORBOOK 


Select any one of the popular Clymer Motorbooks shown. (EACH 
IS A $2.00 VALUE.) Just check the book desired, send in coupon 
with subscription remittance for 1 year at $5.00, or 2 years at 
$8.00, and your FREE MOTORBOOK will be sent by return mail, 
postpaid. ORDER NOW, to get early issues and your FREE book. 


BRITISH CARS 


Catalog of 1951 Clymer’s Scrapbook Souping the Stock Auto Owner’s Com- 
British Cars—$2.00 Number 6—$2.00 Engine—$2.00 plete Handbook-$2.00 


‘TO ALL CAR OWNERS and MOTOR ENTHUSIASTS ! 


AUTOMOBILE TOPICS, the oldest automotive magazine in America, 
having been established in 1900, is now a Floyd Clymer Publication. 
You are invited to participate in our SPECIAL OFFER for new sub- 
scribers and old customers. Rates are $5 for one year and $8 for two 
years. With each new subscription, we offer AT NO EXTRA COST— 
any one of six $2 CLYMER MOTORBOOKS. 
AUTOMOBILE TOPICS will come to you monthly with a new and en- 
larged format, full of news of interest to anyone connected with the auto- 
motive industry. Such features as complete car specifications, production 
figures, service helps, technical articles, news of the trade and factories, 
data on new products, all of which have been popular in the past, will be 
continued. 
Clymer Motorbooks have become widely known throughout the world. 
Now I PROMISE YOU A NEW AND DIFFERENT TYPE OF 
MONTHLY AUTOMOTIVE MAGAZINE, and offer you a SPECIAL 
DEAL for a limited time only. Those who know CLYMER MOTOR- 
BOOKS can visualize the type of magazine the NEW Automobile Top- 
ics will be, under Clymer management. 
Please read details and MAIL YOUR ORDER NOW to secure a full 
year of interesting motoring information for ONLY 10 CENTS A WEEK 

. and a $2 CLYMER MOTORBOOK of your choice thrown in AT 


NO EXTRA COST! 


The New Automobile “Topica Will Feature: 


Interesting Survey of European Auto Industry by Floyd Clymer 
Russian Cars—Clymer’s Observations Behind the Iron Curtain! 
Are Smaller Cars Coming? 

Future of Rear-engined Cars in U.S. 
Developments in Dealer-Customer Relations 
Complete Survey of new 1952 Automobiles, Production Statistics 
The Owner’s Point of View—Then and Now 

Specialties: Historical Topics . . . Motor Quiz . . . Motor Oddities 
... Cartoons & Jokes . . . Classified Topics 


SCRAPBOOK 


TO OWNERS 


\-=--------DETACH HERE & MAIL----------, 
Automobile Topics, inc. 
1268 Se. Alvarade Catalog of 1951 U.S. Cars......$2.00 
Gentlemen: Enclosed find (©) Catalog of 1951 British Cars $2.00 
Clymer’s Scrapbook 
subscription” to Auto. Number 6 $2.00 
mobile Topics for: [1] Souping the Stock Engine......$2.00 
O 1 year — $5.00 O) Auto Owner’s 
CO 2 years — $8.00 Complete Handbook ............. -$2.00 


CHECK BOOK OF YOUR CHOICE ABOVE 


Name. Occupation 
Add 
City. Zone State 
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Spotlight Detroit 


HARRY CUSHING - DETROIT EDITOR - REPORTS 


ETROIT, MICHIGAN—The auto- 
motive industry hcre is taking more 
than a casual interest in sports cars. With- 
out exception, the various companies are 
studying such jobs in the minutest detail. 
Out of the welter of facts and rumors, 
which circulate inore freely every day, is 
emerging the very real possibility that 
at least one firm will build a production 
model sports car in the near future. 
Most likely this first Detroit sports 
product will retail in the upper end of 
the price bracket—a challenge to the 
Nash-Healey. In all probability it will not 
be an offering of any of the Big Three. 
Pioneering of this nature will be left to an 
independent . . . as many feel it should be. 
But, there is one thing of which you 
may be sure—Detroit fas accepted the 
sports car! 


PACKARD EXHIBITS 
“PAN AMERICAN” 

In unveiling its three-seater sports 
model, named the “Pan American,” 
Packard points out that it is only one 
example of experiments they are carry- 


Latest Chrysler-Ghia creation is the C-200, “a further experiment to explore 
blending of sports car styling with practical design and engineering features 


ing on. Limited output of this particular 
model is planned at an early date. 

Other styles are being seriously con- 
sidered. and the company admits these 
investigations are point-d toward the 
possibility of manufacturing sports cars 
by mass production methods. Another 
model is said to resemble the Jag XK-120. 


Pan American is the name of this new Packard three-seater, created for the 
New York International Motor Sports Show by the Henney Motor Company 


Chrome-plated wire wheels and rear-mounted spare establish a tie with the 
glamorous past while roominess, serviceability meet present-day standards 


Ten 


go to 


” 


Built on a regular Packard convertible 
frame, the “Pan American” has a 122- 
inch wheelbase and an overall length of 
221 inches. Height, with the top raised. 
is 53 inches from the ground and 36 
inches to the top of the door. Like any 
American car it features ample luggage 
space, exceptional interior roominess, and 
serviceability. 

The engine which drives Packard’s 
sports car is a deep, dark company secret. 
Reports indicate it is a variation of the 
present 327 cu. in. L-Head power plant, 
capable of turning out 175 bhp. Changes 
over the standard production engine now 
built by the company include new car- 
buretion, higher compression ratio, re- 
vamped intake and exhaust manifolding, 
and a new valve set up. 

Eventually, the car may ve fitted with 
Packard’s new V-8 engine. This power- 
plant is reputed to have around -70 cu. 
in. displacement, and puts out nearly 200 
bhp. When the new engine will make its 
appearance is not known, since Packard 
has just started to buy production tools. 


HUDSON, NASH PLAN SMALL CARS 

While we're delving into the future, 
did you ever wonder what has happened 
to the heralded light cars of Nash and 
Hudson? Plans to introduce these cars 
are still very much alive. 

Hudson’s economy version, originally 
scheduled for introduction this spring has 
been postponed several months. Materials 
and production problems have combined 
to create the delay. Tests being run on 
it indicate the car is in the 100-mph class. 

Nash is actually receiving unsolicited 
orders for the NXI, the four-cylinder, 
two-seater passenger car shown the public 
two years ago. It is not a dead issue with 

(Continued on page thirty-nine) 
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_ Twin H-Power, too, 
for the spectacular 


HUDSON 


i America's greatest performer now even greater! 


the 


Try new 


fabulous 


WASP 


Hudson’s exciting new power development— 
Twin H-Power*—is now ready! 

The record-breaking performance of the Hudson 
Hornet’s H-145 engine is in the books, but now 
a new power-plus has been added. 

Through a new system of multiple fueling, more 
surging energy is developed from every drop of 
gasoline. Power flow is even smoother . . . re- 


UDSON 


sponse to accelerator is “out of this world!” And 
all this is accomplished with regular-grade fuels! 
Both the Hudson Hornet and its lower-priced 
running mate, the Hudson Wasp, can be obtained 
with Twin H-Power as an extra-cost option. 

See your Hudson dealer, or a phone call to him 
will bring a Twin H-Powered Hudson to your 
door without obligation. *Optional at extra cost. 


THE HUDSON WASP TWO-DOOR BROUGHAM IN HUDSON-AIRE HARDTOP STYLING 
Standard trim and other specifications and accessories subject to change without notice. 


Hudson -Aire Hardtop Styling at standard sedan and coupe prices 
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AUTO RACING BOOKS 


SCIENCE et VIE (Printed in French). ..$1.75 
Racing & sports cars, motorcycles. Photos & spex 
of 93 makes of 1951 cars. Even if you don’t read 
French this book is well worth the money. 
THE MOTOR YEARBOOK—1952 
A new issue of one of the most popular and in- 
pe ap books we carry. Complete racing cover- 
age; road test summary; new cars; technical data. 
500cc RACING by Gregor Grant... $3.00 
For the amateur builder-driver. Discusses history of 
500’s; technical aspects of construction, data on 
successful home-built cars, wer plants, etc. 
FORMULA 3—A Record of Racing $3.75 
Complete account of all ¢ races since 1947. 
— by John Bolst $3.00 
76 home-built competition cars; photos & details. 
MINIATURE CAR CONSTRUCTION... $2.00 
Short cuts & tips on model building. 
DESIGN YOUR OWN LIGHT CAR... $2.00 
A practical handbook for light car design. 
CONTROLLING A RACING CAR TEAM........ $4.00 
The art of organized control during a race. 


GRAND ‘PRIX 1934-1939..." $2.50 
ro HE BR is per 
MAINTAI AINING THE BREED. $3.50 


= of M.G. B. cars. Contains dope that can 
be applied to any M.G. An owner’s MUST. 

YOU CAN DRAW CARS 

Step by step instruction in the art of putting your 
ideas on paper intelligently. 


yr. 
This is a new magazine covering racing from every 
standpoint technical & otherwise. Introductory sub- 
scriptions receive AY first 4 issues for $5.00. 


ITALI 

INTER ..$10.00 yr. 
(sample cop 

MOTOR Th $11.00 yr. 
(sample copy $3.50 

AUTO ITA ALIANA, semi-mo. (racing) $12.50 yr. 
(sample copy 75c) 

LIST OF OTHER RACING BOOKS FREE 


AUTOBOOKS NO. HOLLYWOOD. CALIF 


Holt's BURNING OIL? 


PISTON SEAL 


restores pep and cuts down 
oil consumption when caused 
by worn rings. 


Yes, it’s true! You can treat 
your own car for about the 
price of a tankful 
of gas. A mere 
fraction of what 
an everhaul job 
would cost! 


Holt’s PISTON SEAL 
forms a self-expand- 
ing, pliable lubricating 
seal around the pistons. 
One treatment lasts for 10,000 miles. 


Easy to install. Cannot 
harm the finest engine. 
Thousands of satisfied 
users. Called “penicillin for 
engines,” and “the poor 
man’s friend.” 


Fy WRITE TODAY FOR FREE DETAILS! 1 
 R.H. Philbrick, Oept. 33F 1 
| 220 Miracle Mile, Coral Gables 34, Fla. 4 
Rush free details on PISTON SEAL. l 
Name 
Address 
City _— State 
; Canadians: Write — Treglown, Inc. : 
1269 Greene Ave., Mon Montreal, , Canada 


Editorial 


URING THE DAYS before the 
Mobilgas Economy Run (see next 
month’s Motor Trenp for the story) 
the AAA Impound in Pasadena teemed 
with the Contest Board’s top brass, half 
of the country’s best engine tuners, the 
mechanics and drivers of the participating 
cars, and many of Detroit’s best engineers. 
We discussed their cars with these men 
who know the machines best and then, 
inevitably, the conversation would shift 
to road-testing. The most impressive com- 
ment made by a member of the engineer- 
ing fraternity during those rich days was, 
“You know, about three years ago the 
actual performance figures for our cars 
were known only to a very small handful 
of top engineers and executives! Today 
you can pick the dope up on every news- 
stand.” 

That short while ago, actual gas mile- 
age, braking, acceleration, and top-speed 
figures were closely guarded secrets, along 
with other equally important aspects of a 
car’s behavior. The buyer who wanted to 
invest his money wisely found that advice 
was cheap, facts were few, and that one 
maker’s claim sounded as enticing as the 
next one’s. Today we have road tests... 
available on the nation’s newsstands. Mr. 
Joe American, the world’s biggest buyer 
of automobiles, finally has access to the 
judgments of trained observers and to 
measurements made by precision instru- 
ments. 

But many of the Joes who read the 
road tests still aren’t satisfied. They read 
the road tests because they’re hungry for 
facts and they’re dissatisfied when the 
results of two tests of the same car fail to 
tally or when the testers’ measurements 
fail to match their own—in other words, 
when the facts don’t check. 

The facts never will, never can, check 
that closely. It’s not a question of who 
is a lead-foot, who is a balloon-foot, and 
why can’t one tester make a Hydra-Matic 
go through the gears as fast as somebody’s 
brother-in-law. Let’s look at the material 
and the methods. 

The more you work with engines the 
more you find out that they’re a lot like 
people. They’re moody and fickle, some- 
times lively and sometimes dull. Engines 
will change from moment to moment and 
from hour to hour. They’re affected by 
everything: humidity, atmospheric pres- 
sure, temperature, and by a lot of things 
so subtle that the best engineers don’t 


WHAT GOOD ARE ROAD TESTS? 


know what they are. Identical test figures, 
taken from different cars at different 
times, aren’t about to happen. 

Then there’s the matter of who reads 
the instruments; take the standing quar- 
ter-mile acceleration test, for example. 
The question here is, “When should the 
clock start counting the time? When the 
throttle is first opened or when the car 
starts moving?” Different testers will have 
different ideas. There are some Hotchkiss- 
drive jobs that squat on their haunches 
with rear axle twisting on springs for a 
“Jong” time before the car begins to move; 
and there are cars with rigid drive trains 
that leap ahead the very microsecond that 
the throttle is opened. MT Research says 
you start this test when you open the 
throttle—this gives every car an even 
break. Some testers, amateur or pro- 
fessional, have an axe to grind or are 
natural optimists or pessimists. MT Re- 
search believes that it’s wiser to let the 
instruments do the work and tell their 
own story without human interference. 
When we've been criticized, it’s always 
been for the conservatism of our figures. 

There you have some words on the cars 
we test and how we measure their meas- 
ureable traits. These measurements must 
vary slightly from those of other test re- 
ports because of the differences between 
individual cars, between the same car from 
day to day, between the users and readers 
of the instruments. 

But here is the key to the matter, as 
pointed out in our Engineering Award 
story (MT, Feb. ’52): Road tests are 
not made under engineering conditions, 
conditions which are too precise; they tell 
the consumer too little about just what 
he can expect from the car. The conscien- 
tious road tester selects a representative 
car, gives it stock preparation, measures 
and observes the machine as well as he 
can, under service conditions, the sort 
of conditions that mean the most to the 
consumer. It’s a practical, mot a theoretical 
report that he makes to you; it’s repre- 
sentative and usefully accurate. 

We love to get your gripes: They show 
that you are reading and thinking, that 
you are analyzing your car, that you are a 
part of the aware public that is making 
a new wave of progress worthwhile for 
Detroit. Three years ago there was no one 
to gripe to, and there were no figures to 
gripe about. 

—Griff Borgeson 
Motor Trend 
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CHECKS 
CARBURETOR 


CHECKS 
TIMING 
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DISTRIBUTOR 
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winner of the 1951 
Indianapolis 500-Mile Speedway 


Deoler Inquiries Invited 


FREE with your order: 
24 Page Motorist’s Man- 
val, Instruction book- 
let, and hondy Mileage 
Calculator. 


your car in a few minutes . . . no holes 
to drill, no experience needed. Mile-O- 
Meter will faithfully register miles per 
gallon at every speed and driving condi- 
tion. You actually save gallons of gas 
because Mile-O-Meter accurately and 
continuously indicates the rate of fuel 
consumption. Mile-O-Meter also serves as 
a constant check on motor conditions, and 
warns you when adjustments are needed. 
Mile-O-Meter is the only instrument on 
your dashboard that can give you all 
this information. It's the most important 
investment you can make for overall driv- 
ing economy and safety . . . pays for 
itself over and over again. 


GUARANTEED FOR 
100,000 MILES 


Over 1,000,000 Mile-O-Meters are 
in use today. Sold on a firm money- 
back guarantee. 


MAIL YOUR ORDER TODAY! 


« 


Install Mile-O-Meter on the dashboard of 


When Lee Wallard broke 
the record while winning 
the Indianapolis 500-mile 
Speedway last year, he was 
interested in speed, not 
economy. But when Lee gets 
behind the wheel of his 
pleasure car, he realizes 
the importance of the Mile- 
O-Meter. Here's what Lee 
reports: 
Mile-O-Meter is great! It’s 
the most important instruments 
that you can install in your car. It's 
the only gauge on your dashboard 
_ that can tell you how your engine is 
_ performing, and whether or not 
you're getting maximum mileage 
out of every gallon. I endorse and 
recommend the Mile-O-Meter to 


‘3 wass. 


every motorist. 


Tax incl. Tox incl. 
35%” dia. 25” dia. 


Order from GALE HALL ENGINEERING [)f7-32 


City 
Checkene. []C.0.D. Gift Wrapped (free) mauarantee 
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G M Whitmere makes it possible to produce a BETTER 
LINE OF SPEE »& POWER EQUIPMENT at LOWER PRICES 
than ever beforel This merger means New Products 


—New 


esigns and GREATER SAVINGS TO YOUII 


ment is Now 
e Best. 


Clark Header Equ 
Guaranteed to be 


14 New FORD HEADERS '32-'51. Elimmotes max. 
imum. amount of b E pressure created in todays high speed 
engines —increases engine efficiency, and economy 
engime Wear, eliminates engine “ping”. 

NEW V8 FORD 1932-51 — Only $27.50 


ENGINEERED TO FIT YOUR CAR 
es—guaranteed high quality 

1939-'51 only $27.50 
Special Chevrolet . 1937-51 only 34.50 
New Cadillac line! 1949-'52 only 40.00 


— 


ro) 


CLARK HEAD: 
Installed quickly, easily—low 


CLARK ERING BLOCKS — Recognized-as the 
nations finest towering blocks-Over one million in use today; Clark 
Lowerng Block§ from high grade aluminum alloy. 
Wil not crack undl@r any weight. Anyone can install Clark Lowering 
Blocks with wdinary automobile jock and wrench. No heating, 
welding, or aitfing? Recessary. Lowers any taf without modifying 


spring, shock wheel Gétion in any way. Will give your car. a low, 
sleek custom the center of gravity for increased 
safety at 
LOWERING BLOCKS FOR ALL CARS 
| DROPS 
$3.00 $3.50 $5.00 
thers 3.50 4.00 $00 


: “On orders for Headers or Lowering Blocks specify year, 
Include 50% for OD. orders. for 


7018 Firestone Blvd. 
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Would you like to 


make some money? 


RE YOU a designer? Have you ever 
wanted to be one? Well, here’s your 
opportunity! 

Undoubtedly you, like many others, 
have decried the lack of originality and 
variation in instrument panel design. You 
have slid behind the wheel of one car and 
then another, only to notice an astonishing 
similarity between the two instrument pan- 
els. You may have wondered why the 
manufacturer didn’t install a clock in the 
center of the steering wheel; or why he 
didn’t put the instrument panel above the 
windshield or why he didn’t group all 
of the instruments and controls in a man- 
ner so as to free the remainder of the 
panel of any obstructions. 

This is your chance to put YOUR 
OWN ideas on paper. Last month Motor 
TREND announced an Interior Design Con- 
test, sponsored by Gale Hall Engineering. 
We're looking for new, unusual and safe 
interior designs. So whatever your thought 
may be in regard to a front seat design, 
we want to see it. It can be worth money 
and fame both. How? 

First, write to Motor TREND, 5959 
Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles 28, 
California, for your official entry blank 
and instructions. 

Second, submit one drawing of your 
design of a view similar to that on the 
official entry blank. It should include 
the windshield, dash and steering wheel. 

Before you begin your design, keep in 
mind that the entire compartment should 
be safe, as safe as humanly possible. Be 
careful to eliminate all projections. If 
you can design a panel that is functional, 
stylish AND safe, you’ve hit upon the 
right combination. 

For this, you might receive the first 
prize, consisting of a Mile-O-Meter award 
trophy, to be engraved with your name, 
and a $100 Savings Bond. Or you may 
win any one of the other 14 prizes: sec- 
ond being a $50 Savings Bond, third a 
$25 Savings Bond, fourth through tenth, 
a DeLuxe Mile-O-Meter and tenth through 
15th, a Standard Mile-O-Meter. 

Don’t wait until tomorrow, send for 
your blank today! 
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IT’S HERE! your complete 


racing equipment catalog 


FULLY ILLUSTRATED! It's the one 
you've been waiting for—bigger, more 
colorful, and more complete than ever 
before. Hundreds of clear pictures 
make ordering from Bell, like buying 
in person. 


SHOWS NEW ITEMS! All the latest 
developments in speed and power 
equipment are pictured. Many informa- 
tive charts and graphs help to make 
speed tuning easier. You'll find the new 
Bell Auto Parts Catalog a handy ref- 
erence book of hop-up information. 


COVERS ALL MAKES! Every make, 
from the little Crosley to the to FO Cad- 
illac, has its own complete section 


showing. the parts available to give 1 + 


extra zip and etanomy. 
EASY TO GET! You'll receive your copy 


free with your next parts order, If you — 


want the new Bell Auto Parts Catalog 


now, send 50c and your copy willbe 


mailed gs soon as possible. We will 
deduct 50c from your first order, so 
your new catalog costs you absolutely 
nothingh 


IT'S EASY TO ORDER BY MAIL | FROM BELL 


METRIC & WHITWORTH WRENCHES 


For Servicing All Foreign-Make Cars 


Satisfactory servicing and repair of a foreign-make 
ith wrenches that 

From Snap-on, leading manufacturer of standard 
automotive service tools, you can get wrenches 


car can only be secured wi 


and sockets in Whitworth sizes, 7BA, 
-172” to 1.670” (for English cars). 

In metric sizes (for all other foreign makes) 4 mm. 
to 32 mm. Available only from Snap-on branches 


or direct from factory. Write for free Metric — 


Whitworth folder and standard tool catalog. 


on [ools 


THE CHOICE OF BETTER MECHANICS 


Snap-on Tools Corporation Kenosha, Wis. 


8023-F 28th Ave. 
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AFTER 3500 GRUELING MILES OF TESTING, HERE ARE 
THE LITTLE-KNOWN FACTS OF THE ALL-NEW LINCOLN 


By Walt Woron 


HE LINCOLN’S got a lot of wallop, 

but who wants to travel at 100 1iph? 
Ninety-nine percent of the drivers just 
don’t travel at top speeds. And when you 
get down to it, that’s what horsepower 
means!” 

This was the answer to a question we 
tossed at E. S. MacPherson, Vice-Pres., 
Engineering, Ford Motor Company, asking 
him where the so-called “horsepower race” 
was going to end. He continued, “It’s not 
a sound thing. Passenger tires, particularly, 
are one weakness—they’re not built for 
speeds of 100 mph; highways are another 
weakness—they’re just not designed for 
high speed cruising. You'll find that out 
on your trip to the West Coast.” 

And we did. Although we were able to 
maintain a total driving average of 54.1 
mph over a distance of 2486 miles, we had 
to fight things such as narrow iwisting 
roads, gravel detours, brick-surfaced high- 
ways and pock-marked roads. 


Handles Better Than Ever 


Without a doubt, the most outstanding 
characteristic of the Lincoln is its han- 
dling ability. It doesn’t heel excessively on 
sharp, high-speed turns, and it doesn’t 
feel like you’re guiding a couple of sponges 
around a turn. At one spot we went off the 
asphalt at a speed of 55 mph, sliding side- 
ways, but it was an easy matter to correct 
the car’s direction. When you slam into 
a corner hard, you tromp the throttle and 
it pulls around with no strain. Around 
sweeping turns at 80 mph neither rear 
wheel breaks loose, zlthough that is the 
tendency of most cars. For example, on 
a left turn, the left rear wheel of the 
majority of cars tries to lift off the ground 
(reason, it’s the lightest at the time)— 
not so with the Lincoln. 

Steering effort has been greatly re- 
duced, and the suspension action has been 
improved, both due to the new ball-joint 


Front bumper and grille are one unit. 
Vision is unobstructed over low hood 


front end design. Instead of using standard 
kingpins, this design utilizes a ball joint 
at the wheel location of both the top and 
bottom A-arms. 

Advantages of the ball joint suspension 
are: easier servicing, more durability, and 
a reduction in unsprung wejght (which 
results in less steering effort). Lincoln, of 
course, is not the first manufacturer to 
introduce the ball-joint suspension, nor 
is the United States the first country to 
use it; however, Lincoln is the first United 
States manufacturer to place this system 
into production. 

On the debit side of the handling ledg- 
er: Asphalt strips that run parallel to the 
road direction cause the car to swerve 
from one side to another, although this is 
a common fault of large tires; tire squeal 
at low speeds (which you can blame on 
the low pressure tires, 8.00 x 15); and the 
excessive amount of steering effort when 
parking (also due to the large tires). 


Counterbalanced, well-braced hood Gasoline tank filler neck is located ’51 front suspension (above) and ’52 


uses Fiberglas for sound insulation 
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behind spring-operated license plate 


(right) shows number of parts used 
Motor Trend 


ar} 3 
™ 4 g & 
: 
> 
Ad 


Battery was placed under front seat 
board to shield it from engine heat 


ARIZOND 


WELCOMES 
you 


Arizona welcomed us with a snow- 
storm that made fast driving a hazard 


You Ride Like a Baby 


From the Indiana-Illinois border for a 
distance of 25 miles we went over a road 
surface of brick and a brick underbase 
covered with asphalt that had large chunks 
of asphalt torn out. This really gave the 
car a thorough shakedown; bolts that were 
going to be loosened and rattles that were 
going to develop would have done so here; 
but the only discomfort I felt was my con- 
cern for the tires. The ride qualities and 
steering were negligibly affected. During 
our 3500-mile road test we noticed steer- 
ing vibration only when driving over 
asphalt strips in concrete roads. 

At speeds of 70 to 80 mph over ocean- 
wave roads (absolute safe maximum for 
this type) the Lincoln doesn’t bottom. 
although the suspension is on the soft side 
and could tend to make persons who are 
susceptible to car-sickness a bit woozy. 
The back seat is very comfortable on 


Steering is easier through use of ball 
joints at top and bottom of spindle 
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Spacious trunk has counterbalanced 
lid that automatically swings open 


New location of plugs is designed to 
increase combustion chamber efficiency 


winding roads at high cruising speeds. 
Unlike some of the large cars, you don’t 
get whipped from side to side. 


Dual-Range H-M Saves the Engine 

Since both of the lower-priced cars in 
the Ford family have their own aucomatic 
transmissions, MT Research wondered if 
Lincoln would be coming out with one of 
their own design this year. This is a ques- 
tion we asked of Mr. MacPherson. He re- 
plied that they would have, except for the 
lack of machine tools. “In the mean- 
while.” he continued. “‘we think the Hydra- 
Matic is a good transmission, even if it 
is built by someone else. In my opiniun, 
the Dual-Range Hydra-Matic is good for 
good drivers; many motorists won’t take 
advantage of it.” 

What he was referring to in regard to 
“advantage of it” was the manual selec- 
tion of gear ratios (third and fourth) 
while driving in mountains and in traffic. 


Master cylinder can be served from en- 
gine area with pendulum-type brakes 


Blower and duct assembly must be re- 
moved before getting at spark plugs 


The proper use of this transmission will 
put money in your pocket, since you can 
save the brakes and can prevent lugging 
of the engine. Many persons in H-M 
equipped cars drive around towr using 
fourth gear most of the time (because of 
the inherent design.) 

Driving properly, you'll use third gear 
around town—giving you just as much 
performance flexibility, but with the addi- 
tion of engine braking—and when you get 
into the country, you'll shift to fourth, 
just as you do with an overdrive-equipped 
car. If you forget to shift to fourth, of 
course, you'll use more gas. If it’s any 
consolation, an automatic gear shift will 
make its change around an indicated 85 
mph. 

The Dual-Range H-M, as with all H-M 
transmissions tested, has a surge when it 
changes gears, along with the annoying 
“clunk” when you drop the selector into 
reverse. The manufacturers are aware of 
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EXHAUST 
MANIFOLD 
CROSSOVER 


EXHAUST “an 
EFT) 


EXHAUST MANIFOLD 
(RIGHT) 


J STARTER DRIVE 


LINCOLN CAPRI TEST TABLE 


tary gear set ond fluid coupling. Ratios: 


PERFORMANCE 
CLAYTON CHASSIS DYNAMOMETER TEST 
tests are full load conditions) 


ROAD HP 

1200 42 

2000 56.5 
3000 60 

ACCELERATION TRIALS (SECONDS) 


71 
(Maximum obtainable) 95 


Standi tart 14 mil 21, 

0-30 moh :05.18 

0-60 m :16.67 

10-60 ooh in DRIVE—4th, shifted to 3rd :14.83 

30-60 mph in DRIVE—4th, shifted to 2nd :11.40 
SPEED (MPH) 

Fastest one-way ru 00.33 
Average of four pod (both directions) 98.31 
FUEL CONSUMPTION (MPG) 

SPEED DRIVE—3rd DRIVE—4th 
16.3 17.6 


— 16.5 
in traffic 13.2 15.6 
Mobilgas Special used throughout entire test) 


BRAKE CHECK 


Stopping distance at 3 mph 45 ft. 2 in. 
Stopping distance at 45 mph 115 ft. 8 in. 
Stopping distance at 60 mph 237 ft. 0 in. 
SPEEDOMETER CHECK 

ACTUAL INDICATED ERROR (%) 

30 32 6.7 

45 50 1.1 

60 66 10.0 

GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 
ENGINE 
Type OHV V-8 
Bore and stroke 3.8x3.5 
Stroke/bore ratio aa 
Compression ratio 7.5:1 
Displacement 317.5 cu. in. 
Advertised bhp 160 @ 3900 rpm 
Bhp per cu. in. -504 
Maximum torque 284 ibs. ft. @ 1800 rpm 
DRIVE SYSTEM 


Transmission: Four-speed fully automatic plane- 


Capri Special Custom Coupe 
Eighteen 


First—3.82 Second—2.63 
Third—1.45 Fourth—1.0 
Reverse—4.3 

Rear Axle: 

Semi-floating Hotchkiss drive, hypoid gears. oo 

DIMENSIONS 

123 in. 
Trea 58.5 in 
ratio 2.1: 

Overall width 77.5 in. 
Overall length 214.1 in. 
Overall height 62.7 in. 
Turning radius 22.7 ft. 
Weight (test car) 4630 Ibs. 
Weight/bhp ratio 28.9 


Weight/road hp ratio 
Weight distribution (front to rear) 


INTERIOR SAFETY CHECK 


QUESTION YES NO 
1. Blind spot at left windshield post 


48.7 
55.3 to 44.7 


at a minimum x 
2. Vision to right rear satisfacto: x 
3. Positive lock to prevent doors ‘oon 
being opened from inside? x 
4. Does adjustable front seat 
securely i in place? | x 
on dash- 
board — x 
6. Is emergency brake an emergency 
brake and is it accessible to 
both driver and passenger? x 
7. Are cigarette lighter and ashtray 
located conveniently for driver? x 
8. Is rear vision mirror positioned so 
as not to cause blind spot for driver? x 
TOTAL FOR LINCOLN CAPRI 62.5 
OPERATING COST PER MILE ANALYSIS 
1. Cost of gasoline 137.30 
1. Cost of insurance 156.50 
3. First year’s depreciation 585.00 
4. Maintenance 
A. Two new tires 61.58 
B. Brake reline 35.10 
C. Major tune-up 8.75 
D. Renew front fender 54.70 
E. Renew rear bumper 34.75 
F. = ust automatic transmission— 


inge lubricant 85 
First —_, cost of operation in cents per mile 10. Ic 
—MT Research Staff 


Capri Special Custom Convertible 


Lincoln’s new 160 bhp, overhead-valve 
V-8 engine gives car plenty of punch 


this situation, so it should be corrected 
in the not-too-distant future. 


Brake Pedals Are Pendulum Type 


When you step on the brakes you don’t 
actually feel any difference because of the 
new pedal arrangement—that is, with the 
pedals hanging down from above instead 
of coming through the toe board. The 
brake pedal is wide enough to use a left- 
foot-brake-and-right-foot-throttle opera- 
tion if you want. The way the brake and 
throttle are located there shouldn’t be 
much likelihood of catching the sole of 
your shoe under the brake pedal as you lift 
your foot off the throttle. 

The brake pedals take more pressure 
than those of many other cars, but Motor 
TREND Research looks or. this as an ad- 
vantage in that you are not as apt to send 
the passenger through the windshield by 
their sudden application. 

At no time during the 3500-mile test 
was there any tendency of the brakes to 
fade. Stopping distances are about what 
would be expected of a 4630-lb. car and 
are about equal to those obtained with 
the ’51 Lincoln, except that at ihe 45 mph 
speed of the ’52 Lincoln, 14% more feet 
of stopping distance were required. This 
could be due to either the additional 
weight (225 Ibs.) or adjustment. 


Acceleration Is About Average 


Acceleration qualities of the Lincoln 
fall in the average range, which is un- 
doubtedly due to the fact that it has a 
weight loading of 48.7 Ibs. per road horse- 
pc wer and 28.9 lbs. per brake horsepower. 

In elapsed times over the standing start 
quarter mile and also through speeds of 
o to 30 and o to 60 mph, the ’52 Lincoln 
with Dual-Range H-M does not stack up 
to the ’51 Lincoln tested (July ’51 MT) 
which was equipped wit: a 3.9 rear axle 
and standard shift. The higher rear axle 
of the ’51 and the spread in power/weight 
ratios are undoubtedly the causes of the 
difference in acceleration qualities. As 
heavy as the car is, howevcr, it feels like 
it has more than adequate pickup. 


Good Driving Will Get Good Fuel 
nomy 
Fuel consumption of the ’52 Lincoln 
test car was much higher at lower speeds 
(Continued on page thirty-six) 
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Indy Goes International 


Facts on the Five Hundred that every 
automotive sport fan should know, 
revealed by America’s leading race 
car tuner and builder of engines 


By CLAY SMITH 


The following is a transcription of a tape 
recording made by Clay Smith exclusive- 
ly for this magazine. Clay sat down with 
one of our staff and gave us the inside 
dope on the track, the cars, the drivers, 
and the strategy of the big race as seen 
from the viewpoint of the men who work 
all year for five hours of misery, excite- 
ment, hard work, defeat for most—and 
victory for one. We hope you'll find this 
a welcome change from the usual pre-race 
prediction, technical analysis, and histori- 
cal comparison between cars and drivers. 

—Editor 


OW SHALL I START? So darn 

much has been written about Indy 
I don’t see how we can say anything new 
—How about the track, let’s go into that 
briefly. As everyone knows, it is 214 miles 
long, oval, with banked turns. No, it’s not 
brick, hasn’t been for years. The section 
in front of the main stands is still brick, 
however. The rest is asphalt surfaced. 
Smooth? Well, I wouldn’t say that exactly 
—you see, the winters back there are 
fairly severe and frost gets under the pav- 
ing and really breaks it up. They fill in 
the cracks and pot-holes before the race, 
of course, but I still wouldn’t call it a 


JACK CAMPBELL 


Author Clay Smith runs a speed tun- 
ing service in Long Beach, California 
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smooth surface and I’m pretty sure none 
of the boys who drive it would call it that. 

The track’s dirty when tke race starts. 
By that I mean there’s a lot of sand in the 
asphalt and until that gets brushed off, 
it gives the cars trouble. They even go 
out there with vacuum cleaners trying to 
get it clean but there’s only one thing 
that’ll do it—race on it. The tire wear and 
oil droppings are deposited on the surface 
and smooth it off. But it takes 60 or 70 
laps for this to Lappen; consequently tire 
wear is very high during the early part 
of the race—during the last 100 laps, tire 
wear is low because the track is smooth 
from the rubber and oil but traction is 
worse. 


Strategy 


Deciding how you're going to run the 
race has always been a problem. This year, 
it isn’t going to be difficult to figure— 
there are rumored to be 80 entries, all 
about as fast as the track will allow. So 
strategy this year is to get out there and 
go as fast as you can. Balancing tire wear 
and fuel consumption is still the big 
question, you know. Pit stops average be- 
tween 40 seconds and two minutes, de- 
pending on what you come in for. Fuel 


TOM MEDLEY 


consumption runs around seven mpg when 
you're using a blend of alkie, benzol and 
straight gasoline, and goes as low as 4% 
mpg for straight alkie. Most of the rear 
drive cars carry about a 50- to 60-gallon 
tank. The condition of the track during 
the first third of the race, as I mentioned 
before, demands a tire change before the 
half-way point. All these factors add up to 
a pit stop for tires around the 4oth to 
soth lap, fill up with fuel, then finish the 
race on what you’ve got—you hope. In 
the past, some cars have run the whole 
race without a stop, but with today’s 
speeds, that’s almost impossible. Money- 
wise, some drivers will prefer ‘to take the 
lead and hold it at all costs to earn the 
$100 a lap prize money—like Lee Wallard, 
last year in the Belanger Special, figured 
that way and won in spite of the hard 
driving. 

Look at it this way .. . of the 33 cars 
that start this year, at least 20 of them 
will be potential winners. It’s going to 
look like a sprint race, Last year, the 
European observers at Indy were abso- 
lutely astounded to see the big cars going 
into corners at 150 mph a foot or so apart, 
just like the midgets do. It’s no longer 

(Continued on next page) 


RUDOLFO MAILANDER 


Italy’s two Ferrari contenders and their famed drivers, Ascari (left), Dr. Nino Fa- 
rina (right). Due to an accident at Turin, Italy, latter car may not make the race 
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(Continued from preceding page) 
the “old man’s race” is used to be. Last 
year there were four cars running in ex- 
cess of 133 mph lap after lap and, al- 
though that speed can’t be expected for 
the whole race, I think this race wili prob- 
ably be won with an average of 128 mph. 
Qualifying speeds may go to 149 mph this 
year but that’s a difficult prediction to 
make—Faulkner was really rolling when 
he set the record last year at 138. Both 
the cars and the track are approaching 
a peak at that figure. It’s going to take a 
high 133 mph to qualify this year, that’s 
my guess.... 


Drivers and Driving 


What’s pushing these averages up? 
Well, the cars are getting better and the 
drivers are developing a different tech- 
nique. They corner much faster than ever 
before, really extending themselves. You 
have got to stick your neck out now. 
Some guys still seem to get around easily, 
nothing ever bothers them, buc other 
boys have got to run « lot of laps before 
they can gain the confidence they need 
for that qualifying run. Sometimes a guy 
will be in trouble, can’t seem to get around 
properly, so they’ll put another driver in 
for a few laps to find out wher the trou- 
bie lies. Freddie Agabashian is wonderful 
doing this sort of work; he’s almost psy- 
chic when it comes to finding out what’s 
wrong with a car and he’s helped three or 
four cars every year to get into the rac. 


Cummins’ Diesel 


Freddie will be driving one of the really 
interesting cars this year—the Cummins’ 
Diesel rig. To compensate for the high 
center of gravity of these cars, they have 
laid the engine on its side and done a lot 
of work on the car. I think that they have 
a good chance with Freddie behind the 
wheel. Some fellows object to the large 


Lujie Lesovsky is shown working on 
Belanger car, duplicate of ’51 winner 
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displacement allowed the Diesel cars, es- 
pecially when they’re blown (super- 
charged), but they do have a big handicap 
in weight so I don’t think the set-up’s un- 


The Ferrari 


The Ferrari? Well now, that’s a long 
limb for anyone to crawl ont on, I don’t 
know whether or not I want to make any 
predictions there. . . . As far as I can 
tell, they’ve got a yreat car mechanically. 
The whole question is, how will it handle 
on our track. .. . Most of the independent 
suspension cars that have run at indy in 
the past have had excessive ti:e wear due 
to-the change in geometry when the car is 
cornering. All of the Kurtis Kraft cars 
equipped with independent front suspen- 
sion have had sway bars added to them 
and the size of the torsion bars increased 
to make them more rigid. Unless they’ve 
made a very definite study of the track 
. .. I don’t know how they'll do. 


The Novis 


The Novis are another tough one to 
figure. They’ve made numerous changes 
in the engines, especially in the crank- 
shaft. As a matter of fact, the Ford Mo- 
tor Company has made two new shafts for 
them and they are also going to incorpo- 
rate some sort of harmonic balancer in 
the engine to take the torsiona' vibration 
out of the shaft. They feel this is what’s 
been causing most of their trouble. . . . 
No changes in the chassis that I know of. 
. . . Their chief trouble is still tire wear. 
I think, along with their high fuel con- 
sumption. 


Offenhauser-Powered Cars 


The big success of these cars last year 
is going to bring a lot of them out on the 
track this year. There isn’t much you can 
say about them—they’re dependable, that’s 
for sure, but it won’t be long before 


something shows up on the bricks that’s 
faster and dependable as well. Very little 
change on these engines for this year’s 
race. Most of them will be running Hil- 
born fuel injectors—they’re easier on gas, 
give you a lighter weight fuei system, and 
there seems to be a gain in performance 
as well, especially on the speedway. Most 
of the Offie-equipped cars have only minor 
changes in chassis design and suspension. 
For instance, some of the boys are using 
steel gas tanks this year despite the added 
weight. There’s less likelihood of the tank 
breaking up due to vibration as there is 
with aluminum. Suspensions haven’t 
changed much in the last three years. 
Brakes . . . everybody’s gone to the spot- 
type aircraft brake. What’s that? Well, 
it’s a Goodyear development used on just 
about every airplane made in this country 
and adapted for cars. Basically, it’s a 
fiange brake. Instead of a drum, it has a 
large flange and two small discs that clamp 
the flange. The discs are made of a very 
hard material similar to brake lining. These 
brakes are unaffected by heat; there’s al- 
most zero brake fade. The first adapta- 
tion was done by the Conz: Machine 
Company here in Los Angeles. Ted Hali- 
brand is also handling them, and a fellow 
here ‘in Long Beach has made so many 
improvements on them that he has a 
patent on those improvements. . 


Race Car Components 


Yes, I think now would be a good time 
to go into the various parts of the car. 
Even after al tlhese years of the 500, 
people still don’t know some of the things 
that go into a big car, or haven’t kept up 
with recent developments. For instance, 
wheels and tires. Up to a few years ago, 
it was all wire wheels for the cars. Now 
the Halibrand pin-drive magnesium wheel 
is it. When you start running those 18- and 
20-inch wheels, there’s just too much 
spoke load on a wire wheel—as a matter 


Here we see the production line in the busy Kurtis Kraft shop, showing six new 
cars in progress for this year’s big race. Will one of these cars be a winner? 
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of fact, that’s what threw Mauri Rose 
last year. The magnesium disc wheel is 
cheaper, lighter, and very durable. I’ve 
never seen one break up on the track. The 
only drawback to them is tha: if you’re 
using an 18 inch front wheel, you get-a 
lot of cross-wind buffeting from those big 
discs. That’s why most cars are running 
16 inch wheels in front. The average 
wheel sige for most cars is 6.00 x 16 
front, 7.5@ x 28 rear. The 18 inch size 
gives you a lower center of gravity than 
the 20 inch wheels did. 

Unfortunately for everyone racing this 
year, the new Firestone tires will not be 
available in all sizes so they will not be 
issued at all—~ihat’s only fair, of course. 
As I understand it, the new tire is much 
wider with a resultant increase in traction. 
This will put the front drive boys back in 
business again. Firestone’s always busy 
trying to keep up to, or ahead of, the cars. 
They sell the tires to us at cost supposed- 
ly, but I’m told that this price doesn’t 
even begin to cover the cost of the ex- 
perimental work. There is talk, by the 
way, of another tire manufacturer coming 
into the race this vear, but I doubt it. The 
Ferraris? They'll use Firestone; the Pirelli 
tire is strictly a road racing tire. Unless 
Pirelli decides to make one especially for 
the race, which is unlikely. 

Let’s see now, on the rest of the parts 
it’s mostly Halibrand, and Conze, also. 
Gearboxes for the Offies are Meyer and 
Drake manufacture, however, but both 
Conze and Halibrand meke the rear ends. 
Joe Hunt is our source of supply on mag- 
netos, Norden here in Los Angeles makes 
about 80% of the steering gearboxes in 
use today, and as I mentioned before, the 
Hiivorn injector is the big item in fuel 
systems. The Magnaflux people still pro- 
vide their services gratis to all cars as does 
the Bear Alignment Company, either at 
the track or at specified shops around 
the country. 


Prize Money 

Prize money varies every year, of 
course. Last year, the total amourt came 
to $211,000 which included not only the 
speedway prizes but those offered by the 
various sponsors. Lee Wallard brought in 
a little over $63,000 for first place—that’s 
what the car won, his percentage came out 
of that. What do drivers earn? Well, I’d 
say they get anywhere from 25% to as 
high as 50% of the total winnings. There’s 
no guarantee offered them by the owners, 
although some owners will give a driver 
$1000 to drive for them plus a $500 bonus 
if they qualify the car. That’s not general 
practice, however. On the dirt tracks, pret- 
ty nearly everybody drives for 40% of the 
take, but the cost of operation at the 
speedway is so much higher that the own- 
er couldn’t pay that much usually—there 
is no standard rate, it’s just whatever a-- 
rangements the owner and the driver 
make. Mechanics? They get a salary and a 
percentage, sometimes they’ll go straight 
percentage. 

How much does it cost to get a car into 
the race? Well, if a man builds a combi- 
nation car—that is, one built to run the 
national championships as well as the 
speedway—and if the car is built fairly 
economically, by the time he gets a trailer 
to haul the car, a few spare wheels and 
tires, and a minimum of engine spares— 
I’d say his investment would be a bottom 
frgure of $20,000. 


Pre-Race Activity 


I don’t want to go into pre-race activity 
too much because it’s been described so 
many times before. Briefly, it goes like 
this: You check in at speedway head- 
quarters, get assigned to your garage—by 
the way, this year garage assignments are 
tough, there are so many entries that some 
of the boys will have to garage outside 
the track and haul their cars back and 

(Continued on page forty-eight) 


Frank Kurtis (left), Tom Barnes (in car), Johnny McDowell, and George Shilala. 
Car is new Pete Schmidt (Kurtis-Kraft 4000 series) to be driven by Jim Bryan 
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Henry Banks, ’50 AAA champ, watches 
Quinn Epperley make finishing touches 


Bill Shindler, noted driver, is shown 
hard at work on his new machine 


Eddie Kuzma carefully uses his skill 


on this future Indianapolis contender 
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For most citizens the AAA is a 
glorified garage and a store- 
house of maps. There's more to the 
story than that. This is the first 
part of Motor Trend's tribute to 
a famous American institution. 


By Eugene A. Jaderquist 


HE TALL FIGURE leaped to the center of the highway 

and the driver was forced to slide to a sudden stop. 
Before the engine choked and died, the tall man was leaning 
in to examine the driver. What he saw satisfied him—he 
scowled and thumbed a badge. 

“You're under arrest, Bub. Speedin’. Don’t try to talk your 
way out of it, neither. We timed you.” 

If you’ve lived enough years and driven through your 
share of one-street villages, that scene is familiar. Speed traps 
are as old as the automobile. The files of the American Auto- 
mob‘le Association prove that the small-town constable was one 
of the first to realize that the owner of an automobile could 
afford to buy his way out of a misdemeanor rap. 

In 1902, when the AAA was formed, public opinion backed 
up any action to drive the horseless carriage back to the 
inferno that had spawned it. Livery stable owners refused to 
attempt repairs or allow storage; city officials banned power 
traffic from parks and main streets; conservative natives took 
vast delight in issuing misleading directions to tourists. By 
himse!f the owner of a car was helpless; in union with others 
he could find strength. Clubs, largely social in character and 
purpose, were first organized as early as 1899 but it was soon 
apparent that work, not play. should be their purpose. 

Today, an even 50 years later. the AAA is a remarkably 
efficient working outfit. Now when a member reports a speed 


The AAA inspects a motel. Carlton Lodge, Holly- 
wood, pays a modest sum for the AAA shingle, must 
pass periodic checks by the Automobile Club of 
Southern California. Arvin Parrent first notices the 
reception he gets—is the manager cheerful, capable, 
friendly? Then he selects a vacant room at random 
and goes through it carefully. Sheets must be white, 
clean, fresh—springs gentle but firm. Chest’s draw- 
ers must be lined with clean paper. Closet should 
be reasonably spacious with easy-to-open door and 
plenty of hangers. Shelf is wiped with hand to check 
for dust. Blanket is an extra, earns more points for 
final rating. If heater is gas, motel will be turned 
down unless adequate venting is provided. A sloppy 
housekeeper will leave scum in soap trays, so the 
skilled investigator makes a point of examining 
them. Other points noted: reasonable price, con- 
venient location, sufficient light, recreation facilities 
available. Investigator’s basic ,question: If I were 
a tourist, would I enjoy my stay here? The Carlton 
satisfed investigator and earned official approval. 
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trap, action follows immediately. Official complaint is made 
in the town, then to higher state and county officials. If no 
corrective measures are taken by these groups, the AAA warns 
its members of the existence of the trap and the flow of 
suckers dwindles considerably. 

Contrast this method of attack with the individualistic 
approach displayed by an irate victim at the turn of the 
century. He slammed the accelerator to the floorboard when 
the law jumped in front of him in a small upstate New York 
town and took that worthy high and square at 15 mph. This 
behavior earned him the sobriquet ‘““Mad Dog” in the columns 
of the country newspaper. The attendant publicity helped 
neither town nor motorist and, while no record of the judge’s 
final decision has been preserved, it is probable that the town 
paid for a couple of new statues with the fine. 

Tronically, many of the conditions that brought about the 
AAA still exist today. Speed traps are one example. Others 
are parking, highways, taxes, uniform vehicle codes and toll 
roads. It would seem that the owner of a ’52 Packard is facing 
the same problems that his grandfather’s ’02 model encountered. 
Grandfather couldn’t park because the livery stable owners 
wouldn’t let him—you can’t park today because there’s no 
room. If there is, it will cost you at least a buck in any major 
metropolitan area. There were no highways for the ’o2 Packard 
—your ’52 crawls through the commuter crowd or takes its 
chances at 60 mph on Sunday “pleasure” trips. 

In keeping with the complex nature of today’s troubles, 
the AAA is a complex organization. The early nucleus of nine 
member clubs has grown to more than 700 in the United 
States alone. Over 3.5 million individuals are members of, or 
are affiliated with, the member clubs. National policy is de- 
cided by a convention of delegates from the local clubs and 
carried out by President J. E. O’Neill through his full-time staff, 
headed by Executive Vice-President Russell E. Singer. Local 
policy is left strictly to the local clubs. Member clubs cherish 
their independence, feel perfectly capable of managing affairs 
within their jurisdiction. 

The president of a member club has two goals. He must 
keep his membership happy and he must not make a profit. 
The dues you pay, less 25 cents that goes to Washington 
headquarters, must be returned to you in the form of services. 
“Services” means a lot more than rescuing you when you're 
stuck on the road or loading your glove compartment. with 
free maps. Many long-standing members have never taken 
advantage of all the different forms. of assistance available. 

Suppose you’ve just paid your initiation fee of $3.00 and 
your first year’s dues of $12.00. (These figures vary from club 
to club, depending on the cost of services given to members.) 
Now, either you’re the helpless type or you want to be sure 

(Continued on page fifty-two) 
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OES SHE GO AS GOOD as she 
looks?” people asked me, in one 
form or another, at almost every stop on 
a 3800-mile road test that involved driv- 
ing a ’52 Kaiser Manhattan from Detroit 
to Log Angeles, via Evansville, Memphis, 
Texarkana, Dallas and El Paso. To go 
that good the Kaiser would have to out- 
strip every other American car in per- 
formance since it already leads in looks. 
Kaiser's performance is not of this order, 
but as a Big-Three engineer whom I drove 
across Detroit put it: “Darn it, I hate to 
say it, but this is a satisfying car.” 
Motor TrenpD Research found the Kai- 
ser’s performance satisfying too. Sure, 
there are hotter cars on the highway, but 
that’s not the point. The point is that the 
Willow Run product givds you good, 
sharp acceleration throughout the speed 
range, has good top speed, does it all with 
a pretty simple engine of modest dimen- 
sions and an equally modest appetite for 
fuel. 


Rapid Progress 


Back in the October, 1950 issue of Mo- 
Tor TREND, MT Research tested the ’51 
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MT RESEARCH found Kaiser smart- 
appearing from every angle. Even rear 
view of the Manhattan is handsome 


version of the overdrive-equipped Kaiser 
sedan. We found a number of criticisms 
to level at that model. A review of them, 
in the light of a single year’s progress, 
points up K-F’s evident preoccupation 
with improving their product. 

We found that padding over springs at 
rear of front seat was skimpy; not so in 
the ’52 model. 

We pointed out that the ’51’s rug-type 
floor mat would soil rapidly and should 
be replaced with a rubber mat; this has 
been done. 

It took a needlessly heavy foot to work 
the ’51 throttle; the ’52 gas pedal oper- 
ates smoothly, easily. 

The front end seemed to become 
“heavy” when the car was aimed into cor- 
ners and there was considerable body 
sway. The ’52 model shows none of the 
erstwhile front-end sluggishness, and body 
sway or “roll” is there to a much smaller 
degree. 

The ’51 engine was found to be objec- 
tionably noisy. The ’52 car has been called 
“ghostly” for its silent, gliding movement. 

Steering wheel shock over bumpy sur- 
faces was bad. In the ’52 model there is 


OUR RESEARCH TEAM TAKES 
AMERICA’S MOST BEAUTIFUL CAR 
ON A 3800-MILE SHAKEDOWN 


By Griff Borgeson 


still too much vibration carried from the 
running gear to the steering wheel, but it 
can no longer be classed as “shock.” 

Brake pedal pressure was found to be 
a bit high. It still is, but this is a charac- 
teristic of Kaiser’s brakes. Some people 
like the highly assisted brakes that snatch 
at the lightest touch, tossing passengers 
forward, car nose down, and stopping the 
car on a dime. Others prefer somewhat 
less “‘squirrelly” brakes—the kind that go 
on positively but don’t lock easily—the 
Kaiser is for them. 

The ’51 Kaiser was found to be poorly 
set up for speed shifting. MT Research 
remarked, “If the engine is raced in gear, 
it is necessary to allow the engine rpm to 
reduce before the shift is made.” During 
our own acceleration trials, we threw 
shifts that were close to being clutch and 
axle-shattering—the ’52 model took them 
all in its stride. 

Last year’s car definitely bottomed 
(softness of springs and shock absorbers 
permitted frame to hit bottom when go- 
ing over bad bumps or dips). But we were 
able to take the ‘52 over deep dips fear- 
lessly at 80 mph. 


BUMPER-GRILLE assembly is mas- 
sive but simple; part of grille is mount- 
ed on hood, fiberglas mat insulates hood 


DUTCH DARRIN, father of Kaiser 
design, models head and leg room of his 
car. Steering wheel has small diameter 
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Chrome trim around the ’51’s wind- 

shield caused sunlight reflections that 
were often annoying, sometimes danger- 
ous. But, driving from dawn to dark 
’ across the continent, passenger-compart- 
ment glare from any source was never 
troublesome. 
These are all faults of last year’s Kaiser 
which were corrected at the earliest possi- 
ble instant; namely, in the succeeding 
model. 


The Body Beautiful 


As in architecture, music, or any other 
creative field, few great cars have ever 
been produced by a group of designers— 
the harmony of one individual’s design 
can be lost very easily when others begin 
to tamper with it. The “individual’’ peri- 


KAISER DELIVERED just 50 per 
q cent of rated hp, but bhp-weight combo 
made for fuel economy, acceleration 
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FRON T END dips less than is the case with many cars when braking hard. Car’s 
springs are on firm side, shocks efficient; bad dips failed to cause bottoming 


od in automotive body design came to an 
end at least a decade ago . . . except for 
Kaiser. The K-F firm assigned the job of 
designing the ’51-’52 Kaisers to Dutch 
Darrin, one of the most famous automo- 
tive architects of the Classic Era. He was 
given a degree of freedom unheard of in 
recent years, but he was expected to pro- 
duce a design as historically glamorous as 
those created by Fernandez and Darrin in 
Paris for Duesenberg, Hispano, and Mer- 
cedes in the Thirties. To Darrin goes the 
credit for the handsome Kaiser body and 
for many of its esthetic and functional 
minor features. To K-F goes the credit 
for taking its stand on the side of a single, 
gifted individual. : 
Outstanding features of the ’52 Kaiser 
bodies are several. One of the best is the 


VERTICALLY SHALLOW, but al- 
most five feet, front to back, Kaiser’s 
luggage space is sufficiently roomy 


MOTOR TREN 
MAGAZINE 


Photos by JACK CAMPBELL 


conversion of the lower louver of the 
grille into a structural part of the front 
bumper. The grille bar is formed by a 
center section “bumper bridge”. which is 
anchored to the main supporting bumper 
arms and furnishes substantial new pro- 
tection for both hood and radiator. A 
similar bridge protects the rear of the car, 
making it impossible for another vehicle 
to “over-ride” the bumpers and damage 
body panels. 

In the past 25 years, Darrin has not de- 
signed a single car that has not had “crash 
upholstery” over the dash panel. This is 
an important feature of the Kaiser which 
should save lives and many mangled faces. 
Supplementing the crash padding is a 
popout-type windshield which sheds it- 

(Continued on next page) 
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LARGE STEERING column housing 
is in foot’s way when applying brakes. 
OD, hood controls are left of column 
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PERFORMANCE 
CLAYTON CHASSIS DYNAMOMETER TEST 
(FULL LOAD) 


self upon severe impact. Add to this the 
recess of all instrument controls well 
below the crash pad, thin windshield cor- 
ner posts, and passenger-accessible emer- 
gency brake, and Kaiser’s claim of “safest 
front seat in the world” seems to be well- 
based. The rear-view mirror does cause a 
definite blind spot, which is the one fly 
in Kaiser’s safety ointment. An adjustable 
mirror-mount might minimize this small 
debit item. 


“Home Furnishings” 


Over a three-year period, K-F color 
specialists have studied trends in furni- 
ture, drapery, wall paint, and clothing 
tints. The result of this study was a selec- 
tion of paint and upholstery tints that 
reflected current consumer thinking very 
accurately. Remarkably enough, House 
and Garden magazine conducted a similar 
survey and came up with results which 
duplicated the K-F conclusions. The 
mathematical odds against such agree- 
ment were staggering enough to suggest to 


45 50 11.1 

60 68 13.3 

Odometer correction factor for 100 miles .99 
GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 


the two organizations that they collabo- 
rate in establishing specifications for both 
metal and fabric finishing. The results are 
reflected in ’52 Kaiser body and interior 
treatment. 


' Powerplant Picture 


Kaiser's power source is adequate with- 
out being in any way sensational. It has 
the advantage of relatively low produc- 
tion cost coupled with moderate mainte- 
nance cost. A small percentage of the ’51 
models gave main bearing trouble, but 
this was rectified as rapidly as were the 
body defects. The things which impressed 
us most about the Kaiser Continental en- 
gine were its quietness, smoothness, fuel 
economy, and good performance in spite 
of its small displacement. 


How it Handles 


The low-speed handling qualities of the 
new Kaiser are just about as good as car. 
be found in a car of its wheelbase. The 
steering mechanism does not provide that 


KAISER MANHATTAN TEST TABLE 


DELIVERED PRICE 


Kaiser Manhattan, with OD and basic accessories, 
FOB Willow Run, Mich. $2787.60 


INTERIOR SAFETY CHECK CHART 


RPM MPH ROAD HP 
2000 35 QUESTION YES NO 
5 
. Type L-head, in-line six 
driving wheels—50.4 Compression ratio 7.3:1 rear x 
: A Displacement 6.2 cu. in . Positive lock to prevent doors 
4 RE ager gers TRIALS (SECONDS) 19.65 Geostand bhp 115 @ 3650 rpm from being opened from inside? x 
iston travel @ max. bhp 2661 ft. per min. 4. Does adjustable front seat lock 
10-60 mph in conv. high 23:37 ‘Maximum torque 190 Ibs.-ft. @ 1800 rpm on 
30-60 mph in conv. high 15.03 DRIVE SYSTEM 6. = cmiogeney | brake on ermanpancy 
PEED (MP Transmission: Three speed with synchromesh on rake and is it accessible to bot 
95.9 second and third. Ratios: First—2.57; Second—1.55; 7 ond ash 
werage runs 90.81 Rear axle: Semi- floating, hypo! gears. Ratios: for driver? y x 
FUEL CONSUMPTION (MPG)** 09; with OD—4.55; optional2: 91and Is rear vision mirror positioned 
| Steed dy 4s mph 18.6 217 — VC ~ TOTAL FOR KAISER MANHATTAN 75.0 
teady 60 mp! 14.8 17.7 
Api 17.5* DIMENSIONS OPERATING COST PER MILE ANALYSIS 
ae oer “* Mobi Wheelbase 11812 in. 1. Cost of gasoline $126.25 
Tread Front—58 in.; Rear—5834 in. 2. Cost of insurance 136.50 
BRAKE CHECK Wheelbase /tread ratio 2.03:1 3. First year’s depreciation 440.00 
af Spoils istance 55 ft. 01 Overall length 211% in. a. Two new tires 46.48 
: 60 mph 228 ft.4in. Turns, lock to lock 45 d. Renew front fender 48:30 
Actual Indicated %Error Weight/road hp ratio 60.5:1 First year cost of operation in cents a4 mile 8.6c 
/ 30 32 6.7 Weight distribution (front to rear) 53.6/46.4 —MT Research Staff 


degree of precision control which brings 
cheers from MT Research when it’s found. 
Instead, there’s a small amount of play in 
the steering which means that constant 
slight corrections in your course must be 
made when travelling at high speeds. This 
is not a factor of major significance, but 
it’s important enough to be raised as a 
matter of principle. 

The really striking thing about the 
Kaiser’s ride is the smoothness already 
referred to. This delightful trait is most 
evident in low-speed driving, as in city 
traffic. It’s there, to a lesser degree of 
course, when you’re zooming over the 
highway and we can very honestly say 
that tooling the Kaiser Manhattan across 
the country was a relaxing experience in- 
volving an absolute minimum of fatigue. 

A word about the weather: we encoun- 
tered repeated snow, rain, and hail storms 
on the cross-country trip. The fit of the 
body panels was such that there were no 
interior moisture leaks and the heating 

(Continued on page forty-two) 


VIRGINIAN MODEL for ’S2 is distinguished by rear-mounted spare, two-tone 
paint jobs, harmonizing interiors. The interior trim is embossed vinyl plastic 


% Motor Trend 


TRAVELLER MODEL is unique util- 
ity-passenger car, huge luggage space 
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“MOST ELEGANT CUSTOM”’—Joe 
Bailon, an auto body shop owner, built 
his custom car up from ’41 Chevrolet 
framework. All changes are new metal 
—no parts from other cars used. Seven 
copper-tubing grilles have been added. 
Front-wheel disks are chromed cultiva- 
tor blades inset with metal diamonds 


Bailon’s instrument panel won top 
award last year at the National Road- 
ster show in Oakland. This year it 
stopped crowds again. $1160 has been 
invested in chroming and dials. Uphol- 
stery is fashioned of red velvet. Total 
investment in car figures about $12,000 


Two California specials 
share "BEST OF SHOW” 
title at Oakland 


MOST BEAUTIFUL HOT ROD—Judges at the National Inside is a typical hot rod engine—a Mercury block bored 
Roadster Show picked Bud Crackbon’s trim Ford for top .080 oversize, fitted with Winfield full-race cam, 84%4:1 
honors. Two years of painstaking labor were required to Edelbrock heads, Navarro two-carb manifold, LaMott igni- 
build it, but cost was only $1500. Headers are home made tion. Flywheel was chopped, block has been ported, relieved 
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OTHING IS SO RARE, in the bright, creative world of 
customizing, as an entirely original idea. While the book 
was being written by the craftsmen who are now the acknowl- 
edged masters of the art, a profusion of plans, conceptions, 
techniques were tried in cold steel until finally a pattern 
emerged. Most of you are thoroughly familiar with that pattern 
—dechroming, grille-changing, finning, lowering, chopping—so 
accustomed to it, in fact, that any deviation looks out of place. 
For that reason you’re not at once attracted by the ’50 Olds- 
mobile pictured on these pages. It doesn’t look quite right to an 
eye accustomed to the American pattern. There’s a good reason 
for that. 

Major James L. Price, an Air Force officer who was stationed 
in Germany until last year, took the stock club coupe to Europe. 
While there, he commissioned a native coachbuilder, Spohn, in 
Ravensburg, Germany, to work on the car. The design was the 
result of collaboration between owner and builder. Thanks to 
the artistic insight of both, the final product is an almost per- 
fect combination of American and European styles. 
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First basic change was lowering. The coil springs were set in 
special cups, dropping the front 24 inches and the rear three 
inches, leaving a seven-inch road clearance. The top was 
chopped six inches. A four-inch section was removed from the 
doors, giving the body an overall height of 54 inches. 

Hood and airscoop are both strongly European. The dual ex- 
hausts emerge through the rear bumper, long a favorite trick of 
American custom builders. The curved, one-piece windshield 
was fashioned in Germany to fit the new hood contour; the li- 
cense plates are sunk into body panels, another American com- 
monplace. The continents meet in the chrome-decorated louvers 
forward of the door hinges; a touch that borrows equally from 
our home chromers and foreign artisans. 

The team of Spohn and Price has achieved the dual goals of 
all custom builders—individuality and beauty. Whether you 
agree with their ideas or not, you remember their work. An ama- 
teur from the New World and a master from the Old have com- 
bined enthusiasm and experience to set a stimulating example 


for restless, inquiring minds. 
by James F. Sublette 
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From the horror of the y-2 to the beauty of this 88 is a. 
jong jump. An American pilot gets the credit for a major assist 
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O QUESTION about it, the big but- 
ter-and-egg man of 1952 is poor 
newspaper copy. He steadfastly refuses to 
live in a mansion, buy an Italian castle, 
provide champagne baths for the number 
three girl in the Copa’s chorus line or 
travel in a private railway car. No sir, he’s 
just as common as you and I. Drives an 
ordinary Cadillac, saves his money, invests 
in good sclid bonds and goes home to his 
family every night with a quart of Nea- 


Left to right are beverage glasses, clock, vanity case and mirror. Presumably the 
lower cabinets contain the properly aged spirits from venerable Scottish peat casks 


Thirty 


politan brick tucked under his arm. Un- 
less he happens to own a newspaper he’ll 
never see a reporter. 

Thus it is refreshing to find someone 
with money who clearly intends to tell 
the rest of the world about it. Lady Norah 
Docker says, “I believe people who have 
money should have a good time and enjoy 
it.” She has it. Her first husband left her 
$885,000 and her second contributed 
about $4,000.000. Sir Bernard Docker. her 


Daimler’s $26,000 “Gold Star” package is 14 inches shorter than the GM Cadillac 75 


present mate, does not furnish the in- 
quisitive with a financial statement, but 
the press has guessed his worth at $25,- 
000,000. 

So Lady Norah owns a yacht and pays 
a crew of 32 to guide it. She gives parties 
that draw as many as 1,150 guests. And 
she owns the “Gold Star,” a Daimler of 
such evident magnificence that even the 
privacy-respecting British press made pub- 
lic choking sounds. Twenty ounces of 
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Left to right are tea table, sugar spo? 
tea-time desires have been as caretullyp 
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gold oo at U.S. pegged prices) liberally 
deconfp the exterior and cover the interi- 
or hajware. Exquisite cocktail and tea 
sets @ hidden in lustrous. hand-rubbed 
wood fibinets inside. Titled feet rest on 
the Pasian Lamb floor mat and privileged 
facesqy be freshened at the folding van- 
ity tafe. Up front, behind the traditional 
grilleg traditional engine works in silence. 

Thg) engine is a 333 cu in. straight 
eight With a bore of 3.35 inches and a 
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spoom aid teacups. One wonders if the chauffeur’s 
fullyPUtipated by the designer and builder of car 
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Contemporary Classic 


LADY DOCKER OWNS THE WORLD’S MOST 


MAGNIFICENT DAIMLER. ... WHY SHOULDN‘T 


SHE? HER HUSBAND RUNS THE COMPANY 


PHOTOS BY SAMSON CLARK 


stroke of 4.73 inches, running the low 
compression ratio of 6.3:1 and developing 
150 bhp at 3600 rpm. Nothing sensational 
there but Daimler owners do not spend 
much time in repair depots because the 
finish and machining of the engine parts 
are both excellent. For its size, the plant 
is fairly efficient, thanks to overhead 
valves and dual carburetion. 

One of the most interesting features of 
the Daimler is its drive train. For 40 
years, British royalty has paraded in these 
cars because with their fluid drive they 
made the finest parade cars in the world. 
Most of today’s fluid couplings are de- 
rived from the original Daimler idea. The 
driver controls this liquid transmission 
with a four-speed pre-selector gearbox. 

Other statistics of more than routine in- 
terest are: wheelbase, 147 inches; overall 
length, 222 inches; height, 72 inches; road 
clearance, 7 inches; turning circle, 50 feet. 


Servants’ quarters, right, combine quality with minimum luxury. Coachwork by Hooper 


Americans are usually surprised to learn 
that the Daimler, rather than its more fa- 
mous compatriot, the Rolls-Royce, is the 
official car for the royal family of Eng- 
land. One European explains the matter 
this way: 

British royalty, like the titular rulers of 
Denmark, Sweden and most other coun- 
tries, are in a peculiar position. They are 
“democratic” monarchs, and as such must 
refrain from appearing to imitate their 
autocratic predecessors. So it is the cus- 
tom to avoid ostentation and conspicuous 
extravagance. Thus, Rolls-Royce with its 
hard, arrogant lines and international rep- 
utation is shunned in favor of the Daim- 
ler’s conservative, correct, thoroughly 
British style. 

Royalty owns no “Gold Star” Daimlers, 
however. Only the few remaining Lady 
Dockers of the world have the money and 
audacity to enjoy a golden carriage. 
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So you own a Ford! It’s about time you benefited 
from the decades of work of the world’s largest 
corps of experimental engineers—the hot rodders 


By Kenneth Kincaid 


HIS IS A STORY about the Ford V-8 and what you as an average Ford owner 

can do to get more fun and more economy out of your car. There’s nothing risky in 
it for you since it’s all been done before, done by tens of thousands of satisfied cus- 
tomers. Many years ago someone had to point the way; Southern California hot 
rodders were the men and boys who did ft and they are still probing the potentialities 
of this rugged little engine. 

The man-made V-8 and God’s own Southern California dry lakes combined to 
give the hot rod sport—later the hot rod industry—its props and setting. Undoubt- 
edly, the first cars to reach the High Desert were opened up on the vast, billiard- 
table-like expanses of Muroc, El Mirage, and other lake beds. Those pioneer hot 
rodders probed the possibilities of the Model Ts, As, four and six-cylinder Chevs. 
But it was the appearance of the high-output, fast-revving Ford V-8 in ’32 that gave 
the enthusiasts an inexpensive powerplant that packed a real punch and could be made 
to deliver knockout performance after a little work. (Continued on next page) 
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The low-cost, small-displacement V-8 
engine gave the hot rod movement a great, 
jolting impetus that today, twenty years 
later, has not been greatly dissipated. Al- 
most simultaneously with the arrival of 
the V-8 engine, timing associations and 
roadster clubs began to form. And what 
is still today the classic “modifiable” en- 
gine began to be refined, improved. Almost 
every field explored by the hot rod hob- 
byists yielded improvements to the V-8 
design that you might very profitably 
explore. 

In fact, the Ford Motor Company has 
not been too proud to learn from the ac- 
complishments of Southern California’s 
amateur engineers. One of the first modi- 
fications to the V-8 was “stroking” of the 
crankshaft, which we'll explain further on. 
It was 18 years later, in 1949, that 
stock Ford engines became “strokers.” 
Relieving of engine blocks was a hot 
practice as early as °32. The factory 
adopted it in ’42. The center exhaust port 
baffle—the “racing secret of the century” 
—-was used by the lake boys back in ’4o. 
Lincoln picked it up in ’49. The list goes 
on and on, but there are many modifica- 
tions that the factory—in order to meet 
price competition—cannot adopt. That’s 
where you begin. 

Performance modifications to any en- 
gine fall into these two categories: 

1. Bolt-on, do-it-yourself. 
2. Inside jobs, have-them-done. 

Results also belong in either of two cat- 
egories : 

1. Probably-to-certainly helpful. 
2. Possibly-to-certainly detrimental. 

The last category is probably the one 
which has frozen yqu in your tracks. 
You’ve gone to your dealer’s service de- 
partment and asked, “What will happen 
if I mount such-and-such non-factory 
equipment on my car?” You've most like- 
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ly been warned that it is definitely unsafe 
procedure and that if you want your V-8 
to hold together, you’d darned well better 
stick to what the factory backs up as be- 
ing tried and true. But let’s listen to what 
creative engineering in Southern California 
has to say. That’s authoritative, too. 

Some modifications can ruin your en- 
gine. Excessive compression ratio is bad 
and is likely to sabotage your engine’s re- 
liability if you go above 8:1 at sea level 
with present-day fuels. “Full race” cam- 
shafts are strictly for competition, as the 
name implies. They’re not for your day- 
to-day transport, but a gentler grind, like 
*4-race, might be excellent. 

Gasoline doesn’t burn unless oxygen is 
present, meaning that we burn air in the 
engine as well as liquid fuel. Whether 
we're dealing with fuel or air or the mix- 
ture of the two, our engine’s breathing— 
its ability to inhale and exhale freely—is 
of basic importance. Dixieland music lov- 
ers will recall Buddy Bolden’s line about 
letting the bad air out. An exhaust sys- 
tem of the greatest possible efficiency is 
the starting point here. No present-day 
automobile manufacturer can afford to 
build a stock free-flowing exhaust system 
which combines the smallest amount of 
power-robbing back-pressure with the min- 
imum of noise. But such an exhaust sys- 
tem is readily available to you and it 
makes a very noticeable difference in per- 
formance. The engine exhales more freely, 
letting more burnable fuel enter the cylin- 
der, making for better gas mileage. Cost— 
about $52.50. 

Next item in the bolt-on equipment 
category is the special head. You can 
equip your V-8 with a higher compression 
ratio by simply milling the stock, cast- 
iron heads. But the results are not the 
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same as those to’ be had from specially en- 
gineered heads made of aluminum (differ- 
ent heat-dissipation characteristics), which 
have more water capacity and re-con- 
toured combustion chambers. The special 
heads are intended to run cooler to give 
much improved performance. They aver- 
age out at about $75 a pair and the man- 
ufacturer can recommend the correct com- 
pression ratio for the elevation. at which 
you live. 

We can continue with bolt-on equip- 
ment, or we can stick with modifications 
to the upper end of the engine. The latter 
course leads to porting and relieving and 
to an inside job which you will probably 
do well to refer to a specialist. The ports 
are the tubes which run from the intake 
and exhaust valves to their respective 
manifolds. They are formed by sand cores 
in the casting and are usually rough and 
frequently poorly aligned with manifo!d 
openings. Porting consists of grinding 
these tubes out so that they have the 
most ample dimensions possible in line 
with the manifold openings. This gives 
the engine big nostrils to breathe through. 
Then the ports are polished, which reduces 
friction. These modifications ¢ontribute 
very markedly to improved performance 
by increasing volumetric efficiercy. 

Because of the complicated construction 
of Ford V-8 exhaust ports, porting is 
generally restricted to the intake ports. If 
you bring a stripped block to a mechanic 
who does this work, porting and relieving 
usually costs from $40 to $45. Relieving 
is a grinding and polishing operation 
which eliminates the obstruction between 
valves and cylinder. 

Now we come to another bolt-on modi- 
fication which you may wish to carry out 
(Continued on page forty-six) 
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oe BY TEST THE BEST for all car, truck, 
tractor, oat and other internal combustion engines. 


“T’ve tried many oil treatments 
during my seven years of com- 
petitive racing, but no additive 
has ever matched the amazing 
performance of AUTO-MOLY! No mere engineer’s 
analysis would satisfy me. so I actually raced my car at 
top speed to prove its effectiveness. It stands up under 
the most severe usage and gives me the extra performance 
I need to meet the best in national racing competition. 
I highly recommend AUTO-MOLY for all cars.” 


AUTO-MOLY GIVES: 
¢ More Power e More Speed e Highest Mileage 


: AUTO-MOLY REDUCES: 
e Oil Waste e Engine Heat e Friction & Wear 


AUTO-MOLY reduces frictional wear up to 99% by coating the 
vital moving parts of your engine with millions of microscopic 
MOLYBDENUM “roller bearings.” It actually prevents scor- 
ing, seizure and bearing failure even if your water and oil sys- 
tems accidentally cease to operate. 

AUTO-MOLY is equally beneficial for all cars . . . old or 
new. Used to break in new or newly overhauled cars it allows 
smooth friction-free operation without fear of scoring newly 


Inquiries 


power- 


fitted metal parts. AuTO- 
AUTO-MOLY Is Another 
The Molybdenum formula used in AUTO-MOLY is extra fine . ’ 
(small as minus 5 microns) and is accurately suspended in a Proven re Lubricants Product 
heavy, detergent quality, premium weight oil. The active Moly V2 pint of hag em poured into the crankcase of any car gives 
Particles are so small (1/10 micron) that they will pass through 3,000 to 5,000 miles of friction-free, superior rmance. 
the average oil filter without loss. One can’ (Pull eneine treatment) $] 00 
4 cans (over a "s supply) 
postpaid... 34,00 
1 |/AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRIES 
5 805 E. Beverly Blvd., Dept. MT-6 Los Angeles 22, Calif. 


MIRROR SHIELD 


Perfect mirror vision ... regardless of weather! 


Sensation of the 52 Accessory Show! Look at Vision-Aide’s sleek, 
windswept lines . . . it’s smart, handsome appearance. Designed of 
gleaming, stainless steel, Vision-Aide is styled to give added beauty 
to any car... added safety! It’s positive protection against weather, . 
mud splash and blinding glare. Provides a perfect view behind you... : . 

all the time! Fits all round mirrors. For snappy styling . . . safer driv- splash 
ing ... equip your car with Vision-Aide Mirror Shields. At leading ae 
dealers and accessory stores everywhere. If your dealer has not yet 
received his stock, send $1 to Allen Products Corporation, 20450 Fiminates 
Sherwood Avenue, Detroit 34, Michigan. — 


Patent Applied For 


deposit of rain, snow 


blinding glare from sun and 
lights of following traffic! 


EASY TO INSTALL +» NO TOOLS NEEDED + SNAPS ONTO MIRROR 87 00 DEALERS— WRITE 
EACH FOR DETAILS 


Manufacturers of SEAL-ALL « NO-MAR GASOLINE DOOR GUARDS + PREXY KROME-KOTE 
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CAMS 


“Hi-Torque” 


Used By 
The Winners... 


@ Wally Campbell 
@ Tommy Hinnershitz 

@ Dick Linder & Others 
teed to Turn a Faster Time Than Your 

?resent Cam or Your Money Back! 
ROAD Acceleration Cam, Ford or Chev. $30 Ex. 
TRACK Most Powerful V-8 Cam...... $40 Ex. 
All Other Grinds—any car. $25 to $45 
ADJUSTABLE TAPPET: (Save $5) Set........$11.95 


DUAL MANIFOLD 


Get Up to 25% More Power. . . 
New HI-VELOCITY RAM porting equalizes mix- 
ture to all cylinders. Gives maximum power 
and performance—for road or track! Beautifully 
FINNED Aluminum. For all Fords & Mercs. 


75 
(Throttle Kit & Generator Bracket $6) 


for ALL CARS 
Get amazing speed and accel- 
eration this fast, inexpensive 
way! Aluminum ‘“‘Equi-Flow”’ 
manifold steps up efficiency— 
eliminates fade outs! Easy in- 
stullation on any 6 or 8 cyl- 
inder car $12.95 
(Throttle Kit $2) 
i-Speed V-8 Carbs.....$12. 
CHROME CARB STACKS. $1. 33 


Carb Adapters 


Adapts 
‘49-'51 
Mer- 
cury for Rear 


Carburetor to any Ford | Decks 
Vv Easily 
—UNIVERSAL Type! smooth off trunk lid— 
ts Ford V-8 carbs | Open rear deck from 

hev, Piy., & other! inside of car! Remote 
bolt cars....... -59! Control 


SPECIALS 


@ WATER INJECTORS, any car, compl 
@ HI-COMPRESSION HEADS, 1938-48 


@ LOWERING KITS, Best V-8 Shackles “3 
@ CALIFORNIA EXHAUST CUT-OUTS. $69 
@ V-8 RACING Flywheels, 18 Ibs... $18.45 


NEW CATALOG 


pius Hot Rod Digest . . . 
Shows ‘‘How to Soup Up 
Your Car!’ Catalog covers 
everything in Racing, 
Rod & Custom equip. for 


Customizing Kit 


all cars — at OwWEST 
PRICES! CASH 
DISCOUNT Coupons. Send 


SAVE BY MAIL! 


$1 Cash DISCOUNT Coupon $1 


This coupon worth $1.00 against any equip- 
ment order of $10.00 or more. Good for a 
limited time, So Hurry—Order Now! 

afe Delivery Guaranteed! 


Please Rush the Following: 
Enclosed find 


_) Ship C.O.D. 


ALMQUIST MILFORD PENNA. 


(DEALERS WANTED) 
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Lincoin Road Test 


(Continued from page eighteen) 


than that of the ’51 Lincoln. This can be 
explained by a couple of iactors: first, the 
higher rear axle ratio of the overdrive- 
equipped ’51 (2.71:1 vs. 3.15:1); and 
second, the ’52 test car used an automatic 
transmission (never as efficient in giving 
fuel economy). At speeds of 60 mph and 
in traffic, the two cars are fairly equal 
in economy. 

Actually, the amount of mileage you 
get while driving in traffic or on the road 
depends on the way you drive the car. 
If you storm out at every signal, racing 
from signal to signal, you’re naturally not 
going to get as good mileage as you 
would by easing away from a stop, shift- 
ing into high gear as soon as possible, 
anticipating signals and using brakes as 
sparingly as possible. This has been very 
graphically demonstrated by the Mobilgas 
Economy Runs of the past. As a further 
demonstration of this we tried a fuel con- 
sumption test over the same roads, driving 
in the two above manners. The first time 
we averaged 9.3 mpg and the second time 
we got 16.2 mpg. This proves that if you 
want economy or at least better economy 
than you are getting, you can get it by 
careful driving. 


Breaks 100 mph One Way 


The fact that the Lincoln was able to 
break too mph in one direction, and av- 
eraged 98.31 in two-way runs, is an indi- 
cation that the car has enough horsepower 
for most people and for most situations. 
At its top speed and at high cruising speeds 
the Lincoln feels very safe. 


Engine Compartment 


Motor TREND Research feels that Lin- 
coln has taken a step in the right direc- 
tion—more efficiency from a smaller en- 
gine. Instead of boosting the hp excessively 
(which they could have done) from the 
comparatively large (336 cu. in.) L-head 
engine, they designec a more efficient, 
smaller (by 18.5 cu. in.), overhead-valve 
V-8, which still resulted in five more bhp. 

Not only has the cubic-inch displace- 
ment of the engine been reduced, but the 
block has been made shorter and weighs 
80 to 100 lbs. less. In addition, the piston 
speed has been reduced by 20 per cent (at 
the same car speed) over the ’51 engine de- 
sign, which means a longer engine life, 
since the pistons won’t be moving up and 
down in the cylindez as many times, while 
the car travels the same distance. 

“Why didn’t they use the same type of 


combustion chamber that Chrysler is us- 
ing—that is, hemisphericai—instead of 
wedge-type?” we asked Mr. MacPherson. 
His reply was, “Our design ‘s simpler and 
what we believe to be a better compro- 
mise. There might be an advantage to the 
hemispherical combustion chamber, but 
we think it’s slight.” 

Power-wise it would appear that the 
Lincoln is adequate. But in this day of hot 
cempetition there is some wonder as to 
what a manufacturer will have to do to 
keep pace in the so-called “horsepower 
race.” Undoubtedly, the Lincoln sales 
people have considered the effect of higher 
powered, competitive cars on the sales of 
their own products. Anc it’s a certainty 
that dealers have voiced their concern 
over this. It will, therefore, come as no 
surprise to MT Research to see Lincoln 
up the hp of their present engine in the 
not-too-distant future. 

A typical comment by service station 
operators heard while driving cross-coun- 
try was, “They’re sure making these en- 
gines handy for us.” To some extent this 


LINCOLN ACCESSORY PRICE LIST 
ACCESSORY PRICE 
Brake signal light.......... ‘ -$ 4.95 
Seat Covers—Nylon... 50.00 
Seat Covers—Plastic. $ 44.80 
Curb buffer... & $ 17.50 
Exhaust extension... 1.75 
Fender shields, pair... ..$ 21.00 
Grille guard... $ 27.50 
Heater and defroster. $115.00 
Road lamp. 
Spot light ond bracket. $ 19.50 
Back up light, pair.................... $10.00 & $ 8.00 
Outside rear view mirror... $ 5.00 
Windshie!d visor... 17.95 
Rear window wiper. ..$ 15.10 
$ 7.15 
(Note: Prices subject to change without notice) 


is true, since the oil dip stick is easily 
reached, the H-M transmission’s oil level. 
and the master brake cylinder can be 
checked from the engine compartment. 
Unfortunately, there are other points 
about the engine that make it difficult to 
service. As an example, the generator is 
located below the block on the right side 
and the fuel pump is located b:low the 
block on the left side. To get at this you 
have to come up from underneath. We 
were told that the generator location was 
determined by the position of the engine 
mounts and that the generator runs cool- 
er in this position. The fuel pump was lo- 
cated where it is because it runs 20° F 
cooler and lifts the fuel about 12 inches 
less in this location. 

Because the engine sump is so low, the 
lubrication hoist cross-member that fits 
under the front A-arms could not be used 
when we serviced the car. Instead we had 
to place six-by-six blocks on top of the 
hoist rails to allow the sump to clear. 


Interior—Good, Not Plush 


The interior of the Lincoln Capri is 
good without being particularly plush. The 
upholstery fabric in the test car appeared 
to be durable and all appointments were 
well finished. Headroom is good but leg- 
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room could be somewhat improved by al- 
lowing more adjustment in the front seat 
track. 

Vision is good in all directions, except 
that the rear view mirror blocks vision to 
the right front, keeping you from seeing 
what’s coming out of a side street. This 
could be corrected by a mirror that is ad- 
justable up and down. 

All controls are within easy reach of 
the driver, but the ash-tray could be a 
little closer. 

The hydraulic window lifts (optional on 
the Capri) are a good feature, but man- 
ual window cranks are not as apt to be- 
come defective. 

Some glare points, all of which are 
minor, are: the shiny steering wheel, the 
horn ring, the steering column knob and 
(from outside) the chrome leaders on the 
fenders. 


What It Will Cost to Run 


Taking what we have said about the 
Lincoln and boiling it down in a few words 
we can say that it handles very well, has 
good acceleration, has an exceptional ride, 
gets fair fuel economy, and style-wise is 
one of the best. When you try an overall 
evaluation of any car, however, you're 
handicapped by the fact that so much 
depends on the wants and tastes of the 
individual. After all the car’s features are 
thoroughly analyzed and after all the per- 
formance figures are studied an important 
factor still remains, “How much will it 
cost to keep it running?” _ 

This is where our Operation Cost Per 
Mile comes in handy. This is a figure 
based on certain assumed values: that the 
average car will be driven 10,000 miles a 
year (the normal average); that the gaso- 
line it uses (regular or premium as re- 
quired) will cost 25¢ or 27¢; that the 
insurance carried will be at least minimum 
coverages (Comprehensive, $50 Deduct- 
ible Collision, $10-20,000 Public Liabil- 
ity. $5000 Property Damage); that the 
depreciation will be equal to what it was 
for the last available period (1950-51) 
as quoted in the Kelley Blue Book; and 
that during the first year of operation 
the car will need tires, brakes, a major 
tune-up and will have been involved in a 
couple of minor accidents. 

After these assumptions have been made 
and the costs have been totaled we came 
up with a figure that indicated what it 
will cost to run a mile. In the case of the 
Lincoln, we arrived at a fairly high figure 
of 10.9¢, largely due to the high depre- 
ciation. This has been a shortcoming of 
the Lincoln for many years, although it 
is not a surety that the 1952 Lincoln will 
depreciate as rapidly as its predecessors. 
Then too, the person who can afford a car 
in this price bracket ($3729.28 to $4146.38 
F.O.B. Detroit) is generally not too‘ con- 
cerned with trade-in values. If he gets a 
good car (as in the case of the 1952 Lin- 


coln) that satisfies him. 
—Walt Woron 
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‘T DRIVE 
WITHOUT THIS— 


anh. 


YOU NEED IT— 


To Prevent Dangerous 
Troubles, Damages and 
Expenses Caused by... 
*Defects in Electrical 
System or Equipment 


There’s nothing else like this remarkable 
Detektrolex, developed and perfected by 
a master European auto-electric engineer 
after 22 years of research and experi- 
ments. Properly installed, it detects 
troubles in your electrical circuit or 
equipment the instant they occur and 
registers them on this neat, compact 
gauge ... enabling you to see at a glance 
when dangerous electricitis develops. 

Yes, Detektrolex always shows the con- 
dition of your battery, generator and 
voltage regulator, the charging voltage 
and starter load. It tells you when there 
are loose connections and short circuits. 
It warns you in advance so that danger- 
ous troubles can be corrected . . . serious 
inconveniences, costly repairs and re- 


Please send 


USE THIS COUPON — ORDER TODAY 
IMPORTED MOTOR CAR CO., 216 E. Penn St., Hoopeston, Ill. (sole importer) 
Detektrolex units, at $13.75 each, for CO 6-volt system [[] 12-volt system . . . complete 


placements avoided. No more starter 
failure! No more blackouts! 


CAN REPLACE AMMETER 

The ordinary ammeter is often mislead- 
ing. It shows only the amperage your 
generator is producing. But Detektrolex 
indicates exactly where the current is 
going, in what voltage . . . and that’s the 
important thing. It’s your constant elec- 
trical tester and fault finder. Don’t drive 
another mile without it! 


BOTH FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC CARS 
Detektrolex is available for either 6-volt 
systems of domestic cars or 12-volt sys- 
tems of foreign cars... and fully effec- 
tive on both. Instrument case is neat, 
compact, attractive, with chrome facing 
ring (total diameter 214”). Matches 
M. G. instruments. Easily installed in 
approximately 44 hour, with gauge on 
steering wheel, top of dash, bottom of 
dash or instrument panel... wherever 
most convenient. Complete installation 
instructions, directions for use and de- 
tecting guide included. Unit guaranteed 
against defects. So don’t delay . . . order 
Detektrolex today. It’s not just a gadget, 
but truly an essential automotive unit. 


ONLY Postpaid, Federal Tax included 

$ $3: complete with wires and 

132 brackets for installation and 
mounting. 


with material and instructions for installation and d for use. 
(Attached is check for payment in full. [Send C. O. D. 
NAME. 
ADDRESS. 
CITY. STATE 
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VERO BEACH « SEBRING + PALM SPRINGS « PEBBLE BEACH « ‘52 MEXICAN ROAD RACE 


VERO BEACH—Four Ferraris were the 
outstanding cars at the finish of the handi- 
cap event held recently at Vero Beach. 
Although taking first, third, fourth, and 
fifth spots by distance, the Ferraris took 
second, fourth, and fifth by handicap, 
which left the first place winner going to 
the amazing Huntoon-Gegen Siata-Crosley 
for the 12-hour handicap race. 

The first one-hour race was won by Paul 
O'Shea in John Perona’s Cad-Allard at an 
average of 70.25 mph. Max Hoffman in 
a Porsche-Gloéckler won the smaller car 
class. The six-hour race was won by the 
King-Cheatham Jag for distance and by 
Chuck Hassan’s Bandini-Crosley on handi- 
cap. In the 12-hour event Kimberley’s 
Ferrari America took home a first for dis- 
tance but bowed to the Huntoon-Gegen 
Siata on handicap. 


SEBRING—The Sebring, Florida Inter- 
national Grand Prix of Endurance at- 
tracted one European entry, the 750 cc 
D-B from France. The car was driven 
alternately by its builder, Rene Bonnet, 
A. Hobart Cook, Steve Lansing, and Wade 
Morehouse, who brought it in for a first- 
place win-in the 12-hour race on handi- 
cap formula. The winner on distance 
covered was a Frazer-Nash driven by H. 
Grey and L. Kulock. 

It seems significant that, in both of 
these 12-hour races, the distance winners 
were heavier cars while handicap victories 
went to the flyweights. This suggests that 
the handicap formula in use this year 
favored the lighter cars, as was the case 
last year at Sebring when a Crosley won 
the six-hour “Miniature Le Mans.” 


PALM SPRINGS—Chuck Manning’s 
“backyard bomb,” a strictly all-American 
sports car with a Mercury powerplant, 


A happy Bili Pollack accepts trophy 
won in Cad-Allard at Pebble Beach 
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placed first in the spectacular 50-lap main 
event at the recent Palm Springs road 
races. 

A considerable growth in the popularity 
of the sport in Southern California was in- 
dicated by the entry of over 100 cars in 
this desert race. Participants and specta- 
tors alike acclaimed the organization of 
this latest event sponsored by the Cali- 
fornia Sports Car Club. Winners of the 
various events were as follows: o-1500 cc 
stock, 10 laps—Jack McAfee (Siata 
1400); 1501-4500 cc stock, 10 laps—Jack 
McAfee (XK-120); 0-1500 modified for 
Junior Drivers—Bob Willett (MG-TC); 
Ladies’ Handicap—Ann Cleveland (MG- 
TD); Desert Trophy, 0-1500 cc unsuper- 
charged—Al Coppell, Jr. (MG-TC) ; Palm 
Springs Cup, 1501 cc to Unlimited— 
Chuck Manning (Manning Special). 


THIRD MEXICAN ROAD RACE—The 
question that has been on the minds of 
hundreds of racing enthusiasts here in the 
U.S. and abroad has been happily answered 
—there will be another Mexican Road 
Race! It will take place November 19-23, 
this year, according to an inside tip from 
a highly reliable Mexico City source. 
However, two extremely important 
questions have yet to be settled by the 
organizing committee: Will the partici- 
pating cars be “rigorously standard” (no 
modifications from factory production 
whatsoever), or will certain changes be 
allowed? If so, what modification limita- 
tions will be incorporated in the rules? 
Watch future issues of Motor TREND 
for further developments on this spec- 
tacular event—the race which is vying 
with the famous Indianapolis 500 for 


popularity. 


PEBBLE BEACH — Bill Pollack, Auto’s 


DON DIXON 
A. H. Cook, sports car driver-import- 
er, beside handicap winner, Deutsch- 
Bonnet. Note low clearance of little car 


advertising manager, won the 100-mile 
Pebble Beach main event driving Tom Car- 
sten’s Cad-Allard. He was also the recipi- 
ent of the cherished Sam Collier Trophy 
for Sportsmanship, an award which is sel- 
dom won by the first-place winner. 
Sponsored jointly by SCCA and Del 
Monte Properties, the sports car races 
resulted in the following winners: T. El- 
liott (K-2 Allard) won the five-lap novice 
race; Roger Barlow (Simca)—100-mile 
event for 1500 cc and under; Pollack 
(Cad-Allard)—100-mile event for 1500 cc 
to unlimited; Russ Kelly, Cycle maga- 
zine’s technical expert, won the 500 cc 


event in a Cooper. 
—Jim Potter 


Sports-car-fan Clark Gable gives the checkered flag to Chuck Manning’s Mercury 


Special, winner of the 50-lap main event at the recent Palm Springs road races 
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(Continued from page ten) 
the company, even though no final deci- 
sion has been reached. 
Three models have becn completely 
engineered and prepared for mass-produc- 


tion tooling. They are a convertible, a. 


hard-top and a standard coupe. Built on 
an 85-inch wheelbase they have been ex- 
haustively tested, and are reported to 
give 35-40 mpg at 30-50 mph speeds. 

Several engines have been used in the 
NXI, but to date no decision has been 
reached as to which powerplant will be 
installed. Under study are a Fiat 500, a 
Fiat 1100 and a four-cylinder English 
“Standard” of 36 hp. Presumably the 
most extensive work has been with the 
larger Fiat engine. 


CHRYSLER HAS FOUR 
SPECIAL CARS 

Now that the exciting K-310 experi- 
mental car has won its public plaudits, 
Chrysler is introducing the convertible 
edition of this model. Called the C-200, 
it features a body hand-built by Ghia 
in Turin, Italy. Both cars were styled in 
Detroit by the company’s own studios. 

Drawings and scale models along with 
engines and chassis were shipped to Eu- 
rope for execution. 

However, these cars are but the fore- 
runners of events to come from Chrysler. 
The corporation recently took delivery 
of a very handsome limousine, and re- 
sponsible sources hint that shortly they 
will announce a Super Sport, three-seater 
version of the K-310 on a much shorter 
wheelbase. These last two cars also bear 
Ghia’s imprint. 

A standard 180 bhp Chrysler engine 
powers the C-200. The frame is the reg- 
ular 125%4-inch wheelbase unit; chrome- 
plated wire wheels mount 17 x 8.00 tires. 
Brakes are Chrysler’s famed, self-energiz- 
ing disk type units. From the ground to 
the top of the windshielc the car is less 
than five feet high. 

Chrysler officials explain that the C-200 
is part of the corporation’s continuing 
program of exploring ways cf blending 
sports car styling with practical American 
designing and engineering. Nevertheless, 
the possibility of building one of these 
cars for sale to the public is present. 


STUDEBAKER SPORTS CAR 


According to extremely competent 
sources, the stylists and engineers in 
South Bend, Indiana are preparing a 
sensational two-seater sports model. Con- 
ceived by Designer Raymond Loewy, it 
is said to be fast approaching the an- 
nouncement stage. Studebaker’s efficient 
ohv V-8 engine will provide the power, 
and it is expected to be a mass-produced- 
type car rather than a custom-built job. 

Company spokesmen advise Moror 
TREND they are unfamiliar with such a 

(Continued on page forty-four) 
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The best return you can 
obtain for your extra- 
performance dollar is an 
investment in a well-engi- 
neered exhaust system— 
the first and most im- 
portant step to better 
mileage, increased Road- 
Horsepower, faster accel- 
eration and higher top 
speed. Ten to twelve percent gains in 
Road-HP have been obtained on 
Chassis Dynamometer tésts through in- 
stallation of BELOND EQUA-FLOW 
Exhaust Systems. 


The nice thing about squeezing extra 
power out of your engine with a high- 
capacity exhaust system, is that once it 
is on your car, you forget it. No tune- 
ups, maintenance or service problems — 
it is always there working for you. 
Belond EQUA-FLOW Exhaust Sys- 
tems are designed to provide highest 
possible efficiency by completely 
eliminating harmful “Back-Pressure” — 
manufactured of the finest quality 
heavy-gauge steel tubing by skilled 
craftsmen—precision tailored to exactly 


DEALERSHIPS AVAILABLE 
WRITE ON YOUR 
BUSINESS LETTERHEAD 


EQUA: FLOW 


EXHAU 


sT 


SYSTEM 


fit the cars for which the Systems can 
be supplied. 

So why put it off any longer...drop 
in and see your nearest Belond Dealer 
today. 

Each Belond EQUA-FLOW Exhaust 
System consists of: one set of Belond 
Exhaust Headers, one set of Extensions 
from Headers to Mufflers, two Mello- 
Tone Mufflers (except when ordered 
“Less Mufflers” for use with stock 
mufflers), Dual Side Tailpipe and a 
full set of Rubber- Mounted Brackets, 
Clamps, Header Gaskets and Bolts. 


Southern California Muffler Company 
exhaust products are available at Speed 
Shops, Automotive Parts Houses and 
New Car Dealers. AVAILABLE FOR 
1935-52 FORD V8, 1939-52 MER- 
CURY, 1949-52 OLDSMOBILE 88 
AND 98, 1951-52 STUDEBAKER V8, 
1949-51 SMALL LINCOLN V8 
ONLY, 1950-51 CADILLAC V8. 


WANT MORE 
INFORMATION? 


Send today for FREE descriptive 
folder on how you can increase 
your V8-Powered car's speed 
and efficiency, obtain faster 
acceleration, lengthen gasoline 


ge a e 
carbon and “ping.” 


NY vermont 9-7088, TExes 0-727 


| Convert YOUR JEEP 
2 WHEEL DRIVE... 


See your Jeep Dealer or 
send for catalog sheet: 


CAM 


TOOL CO. INC. 


11 RANDWICK AVE. 
OAKLAND 11, CALIF. 


... In MINUTES with a 


CLARY 


differential and toggle joints in- 
operative, saves wear on front 
differential and universal joints, 
improves speed, saves gas, re- 
duces whine. Thousands in use! 
PROVED —easy to install. 


Front View of Clary Flange 


re) CLARY FLANGE renders front 
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PENNSYLVANIA 
SPORTS CUSTOM 


By GEORGE FINNERAN 


WO YEARS AGO, Mr. William Heer- 

mance of Pennsylvania drew up a 
sketch of a custom car which would use 
stock Mercury components. The sketch 
looked fine and inspired Mr. Heermance 
to begin work on the car in his spare 
time. Here is the final product. To quote 
the owner: “There were times when I 


wondered if it was worth it .. . I know 
now I could build another car with 
less effort, less time, and less expense, but 
the satisfaction derived from driving it 
and the reception it has received from 
auto enthusiasts is a good return on my 
investment .. .” 

Here are the details: 1949 Mercury 
doors and front fenders were grafted onto 
the Merc convertible windshield and 


HARD WORK—Many hours of painstaking labor went into the flowing lines of 
the rear deck. Fender ends are Hudson, trunk door is inverted lid from an old car 


Forty 


IT STARTED AS A STUDE...BUT 
YOU'D NEVER KNOW IT NOW 


Photos by Bussa Studio, Norristown, Pa. 


cowl unit. The doors were cut and re-rolled 
to lower them and the fadeaways built 
up and filled. The ends of the rear fenders 
are from a 1942 Hudson, and the trunk 
cover is from an old unidentified car. 
Chrome-plated bars were formed for the 
grille. 

Finding it impossible to purchase a new 
passenger car chassis, Mr. Heermance 
bought a 1950 Studebaker Champion 


EUROPEAN STYLING—Smooth unbro 
line of fenders and simple grille treatmé 
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MERCURY COMPONENTS — Heer- 
mance custom uses stock units for the 
front fenders, cowl, windshield, doors 


coupe and received credit from the dealer 
for the body and other parts not used. 
Although this was an expensive procedure, 
it did provide parts such as bumpers, in- 
struments, seats, lights, etc. that would 
have been difficult to match into the de- 
sign of the car. 

The engine and suspension were left 
stock. The car’s low appearance was 
achieved by dropping the engine two 
inches, the radiator four inches, and by 
moving out the side rails in order to 
allow a lower seating position. 

Besides his time, Mr. Heermance has 
about $2000 in the car. He designs and 
builds special machinery and runs _ his 
own machine shop—which is of some help 
when you decide to build your own 
custom special. The car was painted a 
chrome-grey by Orin Woodward and the 
upholstery and top were the work of 
Lewis Shipe, both of Sumneytown, Pa. 


We the car an individualistic styling effect 


(We mean 1952 Ford owners) 


THE “SMART SET” LOOK 


The new “Smart Set’ Continental Kit which gives 
your Ford that Country Club swagger . . . is the 
finest spare tire kit ever built. Precision crafted of 
the best materials, durable, practical, beautiful! 
Super Deluxe (and believe us, only superlatives can 
describe it) Kit . . . heavy duty construction, special 
chrome fender pads, metal trunk floor cover to fit the 
old spare tire well $135.00 


The Standard “Smart Set” Kit.....................-.. $89.50 
Chrome Fender Pads........................ (pair) $8.00 
KITS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE FOR ‘49, ‘50 AND ‘51 


“Smart Set’’ Wheel Discs 


These really smart new discs are fabricated of 
heavy gauge polished stainless . . . rubber 
mounted . . . with special hand louvering which 
provides cooling vents for the wheels and adds 
beauty to the car . . . precisioned to fit the 
15 inch wheel set $25.95 


“Smart Set” Discs are available also for MG 


“Smart Set’ Fender Skirts 

(also fit the 1952 Mercury) 

These trim skirts are precisioned to fit . . . are in- 
stalled in a flash . . . come primed, so you can match 
your paint, or in stainless steel. 


WE ARE THE MANUFACTURERS OF THE NEW CADILLAC 
CUSTOM BUMPER AND THE “CONTOUR” BUMPER 
(WRAP-AROUND) FOR THE JAGUAR XK-120. WRITE US 
FOR INFORMATION ABOUT THEM. 


25% deposit on all orders... prices F.O.B. Los Angeles 
. «. add 3% Sales Tax in California. 


ACCESSORIES LID. 


| 4720 Sunset Blvd. Los Angeles, Calif. Olympic 0633 


“NEW 176 PAGE 


iminiscent of the smooth, continental design 
June 1952 


OVER 350 PHOTOS, CUTAWAY DRAWINGS, SKETCHES 


MANUAL 


DED TOPS. 


SPECIFIC CHANGES cover Crosleys to Cadillacs 
Literally THOUSANDS of comprehensive IDEAS 


BOX 926-M, ARCADIA, CALIFORNIA 


TREAT EVERYTHING FROM SPECIAL INTERIORS TO PAD- 


Satistaction Guaranteed 
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1941 to 1948 Ford & Mercury... 
1949 to 1952 Ford & Mercury. 


Chevrolet Duals 


1937-'52 (with exchange manifold), > 
Retund of $15.00 upon return of 
manifold. No Chevrolet convertible alah. 


Plymouth and Dodge Duals 


1942-'52 (with exchange manifold), 53.00 
lefund of .00 upon return of your 
manifold. No Ply. or Dodge convert. duals. 


Studebaker 


Standard 


Automatic 
#1—1949 to 1950 88-98" 
42-1951 “88” 
#3—1951 Super 
#4—1951 “98 


Cadillac Duals 
1949 10 1951 


All prices f.0.b. Los Angeles, Californic 


PLEASE SPECIFY YEAR AND MODEt 
Dealerships Available 


Porter Muffler Mfg. Co., Inc. 
11820 W. OLYMPIC BLVD. 
LOS ANGELES 64, CALIF. 


Send for our free catalogue 
Dept. MT-6 


WANT TO 


SAVE GAS ust canes 


GANE try one FREE 
NEEDLE | IN YOUR CAR! 


TRY BEFORE YOU BUY 
MANY GANE NEEDLE FREE 
USERS REPORT up to 

25% more mileage, faster Auto Economy Manual 
pick-up, easier starting and Tells how to save 
smoother idling. gas, tires, brakes, 
NOW TEST A GANE etc. Also introduces 
NEEDLE IN YOUR CAR many new economy 
for ten days, then com- products. (Sent ab- 
pare your mileage and per- solutely free to all 
formance. If satisfied, send who try Gane 
$1.50 per needle (8 cyl. Needles). 


V2 MILLION 


cars take 2). If not satis- 
fied, just return it-—fair enough? Since authori- 
ties differ on its merits and some users report no 
improvement, TRY BEFORE YOU BUY! (Gane 
Needle replaces idling adjustment screw in car- 
buretors—easily installed in a few minutes). 
WRITE TODAY. ENCLOSE NO MONEY. PAY 
POSTMAN NOTHING. Just send us your name, 
address, and make and year of car. 


NATIONAL AUTOMOTIVE 


RESEARCH CORP., Dept. MT-6 
350 W. Washington Bivd., Venice, Calif. 
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KAISER ROAD TEST 


(Continued from page twenty-six) 


system made “shirt-sleeve driving” possi- 
ble when it was 20 above outside. 


Not to the Good 


There’s surprisingly little to find fault 
with in this year’s Kaisers. We’ve men- 
tioned the blind-spot-causing rear view 
mirror. A company handout boasts of a 
fuel pump and fuel line system which 
“minimizes the possibility of vapor lock 
under the most extreme driving condi- 
tions.” We found that vapor lock became 


is a result of, the Kaiser’s cleverly con- 
ceived sleek, iow lines. It’s typical of the 
standard engineering compromise which 
gives with one hand as it takes with the 
other. Trunk space falls in the same cate- 
gory: although horizontal roominess is 
considerable, vertical space is restricted 
by the very lines that give the car much 
of its beauty. ~~ 


A Last Look 


The ’52 Kaiser is a light, nimble car of 
surpassing interior and exterior beauty. 
It’s a highly comfortable machine, with 
a slightly firm ride and no objectionable 
“roll” when taking corners. The engine is 
not overworked, has the punch to get you 
out of most tight spots, and is surpris- 
ingly economical. It is K-F’s intention to 
offer the public new ideas—with each idea 
a good one. Watch K-F. They’re thinking 
hard and they’re producing good cars. 

—Griff Borgeson 


a problem when travelling at 60 mph in 
an ambient temperature of about 95 de- 
grees. The fuel pump is situated scant 
inches away from the exhaust manifold. 

Like most L-head engines, the Kaiser’s 
powerplant is easy to work on until you 
tackle the valves; their inaccessibility will 
be reflected in the cost of valve grinds 
and engine tune-ups—not a really critical 
point. When attaching test instruments to 
this engine we picked up a couple of 
nasty, deep scratches on our hands from 
the exposed points of husky sheet metal 


NO GROPING in the dark with this 
bin-type, automatically lit glove com- 
partment—all contents are in full view 


screws which project into the engine 
compartment. 
The sun shade bracket rods are located 
so that they might give passenger or driv- | ACCESSORY OVER eerie 
er a mean head wound in case of a sudden A LES $ 75.20 
stop. Some candidates for the Charles At- 
las course will complain that hood and | pirecional signls.. $ 2685 
trunk lid are not adequately counter- Fog lights (pair installed) _.$ 18.10 
sprung. The big, fat steering column hous- 
ing interferes with footwork on the brake Windshield visor... re 
pedal. For some persons the lowness of PUMP. an 
the steering wheel interferes with clutch- Spotlight .. 2 a 
and-brake leg movements. Actually, the | Exhoust een aS $ 2.00 
‘ Horn ring... $ 2.81 
somewhat restricted space between steer- Wiadiiitahd . wether... $ 11.05 
ing wheel and front edge of driver’s seat 


CRASH PADDING of Kaiser dash is a highly praiseworthy safety feature; other 
good ones are passenger-accessible hand brake and recessed control knobs. Hood 
is in a raised position to silhouette the blind-spot-causing rear-view mirror 
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1935 10 194O $22.50 
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FREE 
BEAUTIFYING BARGAINS! With each Continental 
| Kit, 2 beautiful chrome 
SPECIALS —This offer expires June 30, 1952 *51 Ford V8 ornaments. 
CHROME DUAL TAILPIPES =) 
Fits all cars except Buicks and Cad- 


illacs with 242” exhausts. Complete 


with 18” extensions on each tailpipe. . 
_ FORD CONTINENTAL KITS 
The most desired and popular Ford accessory. 
NOW AVAILABLE Complete, ready for installation... . $59.50 
HENRY J CONTINENTAL KITS, SPECIFY MODEL $79.50 
Chevrolet Kits Styleline $59.50 


GRILLE TRIM 

CHEVROLET to ‘51 $10.99 
FORD ‘49 to 11.95 


CHEVROLET GRILLE EXTENSION PLATES 
For 1949 and 1950 Chevroiets...... $3.45 pr. 


SEND TODAY 50¢ 


CATALOGUE unity merchandise atthe lowest Pees. 


127-T West Washington Blvd.,Los Angeles 15, California Phone PRospect 9701 Avattane 


the ORIGINAL 


Automotive “MOLY” Additive... 


MOLYBDENUM-BASE LUBRICANT 
300% INCREASE IN YOUR OIL EFFICIENCY 


Automotive LIQUI-MOLY has proven especially beneficial in breaking in new cars having 
tight bearings and piston-fits, as well as for continued use for reduction of wear, lower 
operating temperatures and friction. It also provides reserve emergency protection, 
preventing motor damage or seizing in event of accidental loss of circulation of oil or 
water. LIQUI-MOLY, using Molybdenum compound, science’s newest discovery in lubri- 
cation, permits cars to be broken-in at high speeds since the Moly prevents metal 
seizure and ripping-out of rough spots in newly-machined metal bearings . . . it also 
smoothes-out these microscopic roughnesses to a mirror-finish, resulting in permanently 
reduced friction and wear. 

Automotive LIQUI-MOLY is used by pouring a half-pint can of the fluid directly into 
the average 5 or 7 quart crank casé (while engine is idling) and repeating every other 
oil change. Automotive LIQUI-MOLY can be added to transmission, differential and 
wheel-grease. New engines heat up less with a MOLY “treatment”, and can be operated 
at higher speeds, and have more power because of the lowered friction. 


Whether You Want RUSH THIS COUPON TODAY! MT-6 

MORE or LESS within ‘not ‘aBeolutely satiated 

Will Give It To You | i 


Avtomotive LIQUI-MOLY Is the : 
Exclusively Yor Mill River MILL RIVER PRODUCTS, INC. 722 MIDDLE NECK 


GREAT NECK, 4. 
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this 
sword 
means 
Cancer 


RESEARCH 


or millions cancer research 

is a race for life. 

The American Cancer Society 
supports research in 100 insti- 
tutions in 35 states ... grants 
aid to 900 investigators .. . 
trains as fellows 78 young men 
and women. 

However, some vital research 
has been retarded because of 
lack of funds .. . twice as many 
dollars could be used in 1952 
under the sign of the cancer 
sword. Cancer Strikes One in 
Five. Your Dollars Strike Back. 


Mail Your Gift to “Cancer” 
Care of Your Local Postoffice 


AMERICAN 
CANCER SOCIETY 


AMAZING NEW... . 
PISTON SEAL 


NOW AVAILABLE 


MOTORISTS 


HOLT’S PISTON SEAL, 
guaranteed to cut 
down oil consumption 
and help restore 
compression. Eliminates 
necessity for costly ¥ 
ring jobs and overhaul 
layups. Ends slow starting 
caused by oily spark plugs 
and worn cylinder areas. In a few minutes 
time, without special tools, and at low cost 
YOU can apply this mineral compound that 
thoroughly seals worn places between cylin- 
der walls and pistons. Does not affect oil cir- 
culation system. Harmless to engines. Backed 
by a $25,000.00 indemnity insurance policy. 
Not a temporary relief...Lasts for a full year’s 
normal driving. Save time, worry and money. 
‘Write today for free literature 


R.H. 3 

Auto Div., 

220 CORAL way, ‘coral GABLES, FLORIDA 
Send me more information on HOLT’S PISTON 
SEAL at once, without obligation. 


MANUFACTURERS © DISTRIBUTORS 
AUTOMOTIVE POWER EQUIPMENT 


PHONE ALMAMBRA AVE 
CA 2-1330 LOS ANGELES 
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SPOTLIGHT ON DETROIT 


(Continued from page thirty-nine) 


development, but the report has so much 
emphasis back of it that it is difficult to 
ignore it completely. 


FORD TESTS EUROPEAN CARS 

Out at the extensive Ford Proving 
Ground in Dearborn, two interesting 1952 
European cars are being put through 
their paces. They are the Taunus, built 
by Ford in Cologne, Germany, and the 
Zephyr, made in Dagenham, England. 

Just introduced in Germany, the Tau- 
nus is powered by a four-cylinder L-Head 
engine of 71.5 cu. ins. It has 6.8:1 com- 
pression ratio, a bore and stroke of 2.5 x 
3-64 inches, and develops 8 bhp @ 4250 
rpm. Curb weight is 1874 pou:ds. 

The 2542-pound Zephyr is equipped 
with a six-cylinder ohv engine of 138 cu. 
in. displacement. Compression ratio is also 
6.8:1, bore and stroke is 3.125 x 3 inches, 
and it develops 68 bhp @ 4000 rpm. 


LOOKING INTO 1953 

Although introduction of next year’s 
cars is still many months away, a large 
segment of Detroit’s autc industry is 
hard at work creating new designs. 

From the tin mills come many ex- 
citing rumors of things ahead. Here are 
some of the more credible and interesting: 

—Chrysler Corporation will revive the 
traditional form of the radiator in its 
grille treatment. The 1953 lines are ex- 
pected to bow late in October, and they 
feature lower silhouettes . . . shorter 
wheelbases . . . and pontoon-type bodies. 

—First of the Chrysler lines to be in- 
troduced will be the radically changed 
Dodge. Its 145-bhp engine has 230 cu. in. 
displacement, and is one of the cleanest 
of these powerplants to be introduced to 
date. Wheelbase is five inches shorter. 

—Dodge has also developed an entirely 
new and unique automatic transmission 
for this fine engine . . . but probably will 
not have it ready until 1954. 

—Both the Buick V-8 and the new 
Mercury ohv V-8 will be offered in next 
year’s editions, it is reliably reported. 

—In addition, there is some talk that 
Ford and Mercury will come up with 
considerably changed front ends to cele- 
brate Ford Motor’s Golden Jubilee Year. 

—At Lincoln, styling will not be 
altered too much, but observers expect 
power will be boosted from the present 
160 to 185 bhp. New heads, a higher 
compression ratio and a revamped Holley 
carburetor set-up will do the trick. 

—Because of the terrific impression 
current Fords have made on the Amer- 
ican public, Chevrolet is reputed to have 
scrapped its “car in the backroom” (re- 
ported in April ’»52 Motor Trenp). It 
is said they have started from scratch to 
design a larger, more impressive auto- 
mobile than anything previously on their 
drawing boards. —Harry Cushing 


International Motors... 


==] the finest in foreign car 


SALES AND SERVICE 


SPECIALIZED EQUIPMENT 
AND ACCESSORIES 


FOR YOUR SPORTS CAR 


WADE—England’s finest Supercharger 
for the MG, $395 plus taxes. 


ABARTH—Dual Manifolds for Simcoe 
€ (includes carburetors), $175 plus taxes. 


MCA] AUTOCESSORIES—The complete 
cialty line for MG. 


INTERNATIONAL MOTORS, INC. 


5670 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood, Calif. 
HE 3165 


DUAL EXHAUST MANIFOLDS! 


Make your own with a stock manifold and a 
GOTHA EXHAUST CONNECTION. Special cast iron 
welding fitting reduces thermal stresses due to 
— and increases volumetric efficiency because 

neck g. Permits es of 
dual. exhaust pipes on nearly all in-line —— 
Chevrolets, Plymouths, Buicks, etc. $3.75 each 
Shp. wt., 2 Ibs. 


CARBURETOR ADAPTORS 


3-4 bolt flanges adapt ‘49-’51 Mercury 
and other big carbs to all Ford V-8s. 
$3.95. Shp. wt., 1 Ib. 


2-3 bolt flanges adapt special or stock 
Ford V-8 carbs to Chevrolets, Plym- 
ouths, Ford 6s, and other 2-bolt 
types. $2.95. Shp. wt., 1 Ib. 


GOTHA Mail orders add postage. C.0.D.’s ac- 
cepted. Box 141-C6, Harvey, Illinois 


Protect Your Car Finish 


in Any Weather! Vingl Plastic 
PORTABLE 


Heavy gauge plastic protects against rain, 
snow, dirt, tree-drippings, etc. Will not 
mildew, crack or peel. Elastic bottom holds 

snug washes. Feat! 

weight, 544 Ibs. Specify car make and model. 

Order COD, enclosing $1 deposit, balance and 

COD postage on delivery or save the postage, enclosing $15 with 
order PREPAID. Specify color wanted — clear, rose, green of 
blue. 10-day money back guarantee. 


6201 Famous St., Dept. MT-256 
St. Louis 10, 


AIRCOOLED OIL FILTER 
Filters and cools motor oil, $9.85 
(bracket and cartridge included) 

Flexible lines kit for above, 
Replacement cartridges. : 
Chrome fire extinguisher........ 
Ask for our Chromeware F 
Order by Mail. Free Literature. 
TONEWALL COMPANY 
2005-T Cedar Street, Alhambra, Cal. 
Dealer inquiries invited. 
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Confidential experiments through long winter months of oxhowtive 

| FOR FORD in Merida ond California hove proven the 406 CONSTANT 

| A from 1.500 te 5.200 Ideally suited lor short wack competition | 
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DYNATOWE 


Mellow Tone 


"| @ High frequency. 
resonating chamber} 


Double wrapped 
= | shell to prevent 


tinny vibrations. 


steel spun heads 


le Heavy 18-gauge 


for long life. 


Precision 
sizing for easy P= 
installation. 


Ask 


DUAL 
EXHAUST 
SYSTEMS 

for 


too 


EN GINEERED—Not Packed 
YET COSTS LESS THAN MOST HOLLYWOOD MUFFLERS! 
Completely New Dynatone has guts! It’s the only special muf- Listen to a phonograph 

fier engineered for your car. You'll go for its deep, cording of the Dynatone 
mellow tone—and you'll go for these features, your automotive dealer. 
* Lower back pressure * More power * More write us for the name 
gas mileage * Longer Life No vibrations 


ons GOERLICH’S! 


for best tone. 


or shavings to 
clog or burn out. 


your nearest dealer. 


If you‘re @ new MOTOR 
TREND reader you'll gain a 
wealth of information from 
these still available back is- 
sues—and there’s a hand- 
some leatherette 12 - copy 
binder which may be or- 
dered to complete your MT 
automotive library. 

START YOUR MOTOR TREND 
REFERENCE FILE TODAY 
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ance featuring the big- 


news of past Indian- 


apolis races, the starred 
issues present the men 


cars that make this 
racing 


1949 1950 
Oct. Jan. ‘a May Sout. 
Nov. Feb. June 
Dec. Mar. July 
Apr. Aug. Dec. 


1951 1952 
Jan. 
Feb. 
Mer Mar. 
Aug. Dec. Apr.*% 
May 


Motor Trend 


Back Issue Dept. 
5959 Hollywood Bivd. 

Los Angeles 28, Calif. 

| enclose 

issues at 25¢ each 
seine for........Binders at $2.00 each 
Plus 25c for postage and handling 
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zone state 
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INTERNATIONAL PARTS CORP. 


STATE AND lth STS., CHICAGO 5 


f Bring your Custom Engine 
problems to us... 
WE SPECIALIZE! 


@ Custom oil hole drilling for converting to 

essure lubrication. 

@ Steel Billet Cams for all V-8’s . . . ask about 
them . available in all grinds .. . 
sucerior because of the ‘“‘non-wearing”’ 
qualities of steel billet . . . specify your 
cam problem. 

@ 180° Crank and Cam combinations for Ford 
and Merc. 

@ Special Tappets and Push Rods for MG... . 
lighter than standard equipment . . . more 
durable . . . eliminate excessive wearing of 
the cam . . . $25.00 set. 

@ And the New Fraser Manifold of cost 
aluminum for all Fords and Mercs ‘32-'52 
. . « this is the triple use manifold for single 
or dual Ford carb, and 4 bolt Lincoln or 
Merc. Each port has its own individual pas- 
sage leading off the large central chamber 
... unit is tops for top performance. $42.50 
(plus excise tax) with one adapter. 

WARREN FRASER’S 
CUSTOM ENGINE PARTS 
Box 672, Station H, Los Angeles 44, Calif. 
PLymouth 6-1540 


financed—trades 
accepted. Service includes 
precision work of finest foreign 
car mechanics, S. U. carburetor 
service, chassis dynamometer, 
magnetic flaw detecting and 
engine balancing service. 
Write, wire, phone... 


IMPORTED MOTOR CAR CO. 
216 PENN ST. © HOOPESTON, ILL 


SPECIALIZED 
SERVICE 
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if Detroit Won’‘t Do It, 


Why Don’t You? 
(Continued from page thirty-four) 
yourself to try your skill. The modifica- 
tion is multiple carburetion, meaning two 
carbs on a special manifold. Dual carbs, 
with an intake manifold which is split so 
that each half serves only four cylinders, 
make for much more even distribution of 
the fuel-air mixture. There is a greatly 
reduced tendency for some cylinders to be 
starved simply because they’re far from 
the source of supply. The engine runs bet- 
ter, uses NO more gas. Equalizing the 
throttle linkage is the problem here. Ap- 
proximate cost: about $64, including ev- 

erything. 

Last and trickiest of the gadgets which 
improve breathing is the special camshaft. 
A % or “semi” cam will give your car 
greatly improved performance except for 
the under 10 mph range. Many well-made 
semi-cams cannot be called “rough” even 
at idle. The experimenters swear that the 
slight roughness that goes with some semi- 
cams is in NO WAY detrimental to engine 
reliability. Semis cost from $30 to $40. 

In spite of all these improvements to 
volumetric efficiency—to the breathing 
efficiency of your V-8 engine—we still 
have the stock ignition which supplies a 
stock spark at the proper instant. The 
stock, factory ignition system was de- 
signed to fire through a certain amount of 
compression pressure and when we raise 
the compression ratio we find it necessary 
to improve upon the ignition system be- 
cause the engine requires a more stable, 
hotter, faster spark. Along with a special 
distributor we’ll need the aid of a hotter, 
faster coil to build up more voltage for 
the spark plugs. This is what special V-8 
ignition equipment is designed to do. 

Special ignitions are available for any 
model Ford or Merc of dual-coil type 
from $30 to $60, depending upon model 


of car, use, and quality of unit. And 
there’s no point in stepping up the per- 


formance of coil and distributor without 
making sure of your wiring. With the 
higher voltage pressures, stock wiring is 
all the more likely to leak. Switch to pure 
rubber or plastic-insulated wire. 

There are many varieties of improved 
distributors available for ’49 to ’52 Fords 
and Mercs. Dual-coil types sell at an aver- 
age price of $40, while dual point ignitions 
can be had for $18 to $25 and less. Dual- 
point conversion kits are available for 
around $7. They can be installed by the 
home mechanic and serve the same pur- 
pose as the more expensive types. 


In this first of a series of articles deal- 
ing with the performance and efficiency 
improvement of popular production 
cars, famous engine-builder and record- 
holder RAY BROWN is our technical 
advisor. Watch for future features in 
which authorities of equal stature tell 
you how to get more pleasure and per- 
formance from your own car. 


While special ignition systems fall into 
the bolt-on category, the next modifica- 
tion does not. It’s boring out the cylinders, 
in recognition of the truism that “there’s 
no substitute for inches.” Boring your en- 
gine will give you more displacement, 
more horsepower, higher fuel consump- 
tion. In your Ford-product V-8 it’s not 
desirable to exceed % inch oversize, and 
you should stick to stock piston clear- 
ances and split-skirt pistons. Solid-skirt 
pistons have racing clearances and are not 
practical for the average car owner. Bor- 
ing costs $18 to $20, plus the cost of new 
pistons and rings. This job will make a 
difference in the way your car performs. 

Stroking is the act of lengthening the 
stroke of your engine’s crankshaft. It, too, 
adds to displacement and _ low-speed 
torque, gives better acceleration. The ’49 
through ’5: Merc crankshafts have a one- 
quarter-inch longer stroke than that of 
the previous models and they will fit any 


“Safari” Kaiser 

LYDE BEATTY, here shown in his 

working clothes, drives this special 
Kaiser from town to town at the head of 
his circus troupe. Car is known as the 
“Safari,” is a stock ’51 Kaiser except for 
the upholstery which is plainly not stock. 
K-F press releases tell a harrowing story 
of a special safari organized to bring back 
animals from Northern Rhodesia’s Luang- 
wa Valley Veldt for the express purpose of 


| decorating the interior of this car. Lioness 
| skins were used for the flat surfaces of the 


| seats and side panels, with zebra as trim. 


To line up the zebra stripes on the dash, 
four zebra skins were culled over. The 
flooring is male lion skin complete with 
mane. The male of the species was given 
the position of honor ou the floor because 
his skin has longer and tougher hair. 


Get... Power Mileage Pius! | 
Packed Hollywood Type 
MUFFLER 
‘Tone Engineered 
Your Motor Power ] 
Purrs smoothly, softly at 
BETTER PACKING . . . 
Only True Tone is pac ked n 
with an amazing new min- 0 
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Ford or Merc from late ’38 to ’48. Natu- 
rally, the pin-holes in the pistons must 
match the crankshaft variation, and 
stock ’49 to ’52 Merc pistons do just this. 
You can buy a Merc long-stroke shaft for 
about $4o. 

If you’re going to do a fairly complete 
job of going through your engine, don’t 
overlook adjustable tappets. They are 
heavier than the stock units but this dif- 
ference doesn’t seem to affect perform- 
ance in the least. On the contrary, you 
can get precisely the correct valve clear- 
ance at any time by adjusting the tappets, 
reached simply by removing the intake 
manifold. These are very useful, sensi- 
ble accessories and cost from $13 to $15. 

To top off this list of speed and econ- 
omy modifications to the average Ford 
owner’s engine, we must mention gearing. 
Having increased the power output of the 
engine, we can use higher gears either in 
rear end or transmission, to give a higher 
overall gear ratio. This will result in better 
top speed, longer rpm “wind,” better fuel 
consumption, but somewhat poorer accel- 
eration. The question is, whether to use 
more favorable transmission gear ratios, 
or simply concentrate upon the rear end 
gears. In actual practice, Zephyr trans- 
mission gears seem to give the best per- 
formance. They will fit any Ford from ’39 
to ’48, any Merc from ’49 to ’51. 

Engine balancing is a procedure which 
is coming more and more into its own. 
There’s a good deal of controversy over 
whether this operation actually increases 
horsepower. But all the authorities agree 
that there’s nothing like a properly bal- 
anced engine for exceptional smoothness 
and reliability. 

The operation is performed, of course, 
when the engine is torn down. It consists 
of balancing all rotating and reciprocating 
parts and setting up the correct weight ra- 
tio. Stock engines are frequently surprising- 
ly out of balance. Precise balancing is a 
bargain at around $37. 

Details on the modifications of the 
Ford-Merc V-8 engine could easily fill an 
encyclopaedia. We haven’t room for that 
here, but we have suggested what you can 
do to make a world of improvement in 
performance, and, in most cases, in econ- 
omy. If you want detailed how-to-do-it 
information, you can get that from Hot 
Rod Magazine. Write Hot Rod Maga- 
zine, 5959 Hollywood Blvd., Los Ange- 


les 28, California. 
—Ray Brown and Kenneth Kincaid 


COMING EVENTS 


May 24—Bridgehampton Road Race, New York. 
May 31—Golden Gate Park Road Race, 
in Francisco. 
May 30—500-Mile National Championship Race, 
Indianapolis. 
June 15—Duryea Drive Hillclimb, Reading, Pa. 
June 19 through 22—Grandfather’s Auto Show, 
Exposition Bldg., Oakland, Calif. ‘ 
June 30—Torrey Pines Road Race, Del Mar, Calif. 
Aug. 1-2—Convair Sports Car Races, Allentown, 


‘a. 
Sept. 6-7—Elkhart Lake Road Race, Elkhart 
Lake, Wis. 
Nov. 7 through 16—Third Annual Motorama, 
Pan Pacific Auditorium, Los Angeles. 
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_ Customized '50 Ford from 
the Buell scrap book 


For Further Custom-Car Distinction 


Buell Air Horns are a “custom must” 
because Buells give you the unique, 
distinctive features necessary for a 
custom warning signal. 

You have instantaneous foot button 
control from a kitten’s purr to a lion’s 
roar. No need to move your hands 
from the wheel. Up to 12 miles carry- 
ing power depending on operating 
conditions. Buell Electromatic air 
compressor simplifies installation and 
air supply can be used to open doors, 
rear deck, etc. 


Get Your Copy of the new 
Buell ‘Custom Coach Skefchbook 
Big 84 x 11” booklet of exclusive, 
original car designs; customizing 
ideas for Ford, Chevrolet, Kaiser 
and Nash stock models; hot rod, 
sports, competition cars. Send 10c 
to cover postage and handling. 


For The Best-Buy Buells 


buell manufacturing 


t 


Get This Famous 
POWER MANUAL 


SPEED EQUIPMENT 
BUILD } fast stock cars 


YOUR CALIFORNIA HOT RODS 
OWN CUSTOM SPORT CARS 
RACING CONVERSIONS 


New SPEED AND MILEAGE Manual. . . 


COVERS ALL MAKES—Shows how to double the power and 
mileage of your car! Reveals “Souping! 
Speed Tuning! Customizing! 100 Gas Saving Secrets! SAVE 
MONEY —Build your own superchargers, Dual Manifolds. 
High Compression Heads. Racing Cams. Dual Mufflers. 
Water Injectors, Economizers! Covers Racers, se Cars, 
Cars, California Roadster Construction—Engine Re- 
building, Frames, Bodies, Fuel Formulas, Ratios, Offys, 
“Speed Shop Methods!’’ Photo Section on HOLLYWOOD 
CUSTOM RESTYLING! OVER 200 ACTUAL PHOTOGRAPHS 
AND DIAGRAMS! 
FREE BOOKS include Big Speed Equipment 
Cataleg and California Hot Rod Manval. 


LMQUIST AUTOMOTIVE ENGINEERING 


7 id? d E. AY ” 

“Won Stock Car Championship y Send me the NEW Almquist SPEED & MILEAGE 

using your SPEED & MILEAGE MANUAL and my TWO FREE BOOKS for only $1.98 1 

methods.” B. H. (Pittston) Enclosed find $ hip COD. 0 
GUARANTEED” NAME | 
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OVERHAUL YOUR 
MOTOR in 10 minures 


THE AMAZING 


MOTOR 
“RENEW” KIT 


Prepare Now for 
Summer Driving! 


@ Increases Compression 
@Stops Piston Slap 
@Stops Oil Burning 
@Frees Valves, Rings 

and Pistons 
“RENEW” WITH “COMPRESSION SEAL” 
This proven motor treatment gives up to 
15,000 miles of powerful, knock free per- 
formance to any car. Squeezed into cylin- 
ders, it forms a long wearing, lubricating 
seal by filling in worn places between cyl- 
inder walls and pistons. This increases en- 
gine compression, cuts oi! a gas waste 
and eliminates the need of costly overhaul 
and ring jobs. 


CLEANSE WITH 
MOTOR “BURGE” FORMULA 
Your engine will run smoother, cooler and 
more efficiently once flushed with Motor 


valves and pistons from gums, carbon and 
varnish — poured into cylinders. 
‘Renew’ Kit treatment . . revital- 
izes ane increases the life of any engine! 
FREE AUTO —— WITH EACH ORDER! 
Manual tells how to save gas, oil, brakes 
and tires through simple economy secrets 
. . introduces many new products. 
Kit treats all 4, 6, 8 cylinder cars up to 
1947 cars from ‘48 to require 
$11.90 ppd. 
$6.95 ($1 C.O.D. deposit) 
FULL 10 DAY “MONEY BACK’ GUARANTEE! 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED! 


CONSOLIDATED ENGINEERING CO. 


Dept. MTK-6 
10407 W. Washington BI., Culver City, Calif. ; 


Hy “Purge.” It cleans, quiets and frees rings, 


CHEVROLET 


Owners Manual 


Brand New! Gives you all you need to save 
money on repairs, prevent trouble, enjoy care- 
free driving, increase trade-in value, get the 
best from your car at all times. 288 pages, 
over 300 photos, diagrams, tables, charts, 
breakdowns, plus clear, easy-to-read text 
makes everything simple. Written by Ed Pack- 
er, with General Motors, this amazing manual 
shows you everything: how to ay ge Chev- 
vy troubles (on any model!) by 
smell, d 3; what to look 
for, trouble shooting, how to get value from 
garages. So complete—mechanics use it. Yet 
so simple—young kids get it. Hurry—get your 
free trial copy now. @ minor 
repair saved and it pays you 10 
times over! Send no money—pay 
postman only $3.50 (plus post- 
oge); or save post ind- 
ing $3.50 now. Full refund in 
7 days if not “tickled pink’’! 
Popular Mechanics Press 
Dept. CMT-6, 200 E. Ontario St. 
Chicago 11, Il. 


ALL 


MAKES FOREIGN CARS 


Jaguar e Hillman Minx ¢ Rover 
Austin e Singer « Sunbeam Talbot 
Humber Hawk ¢ (and others) 


Time Payments e Trades Accepted 
Overseas Deliveries 


FOREIGN CAR 


Sales—Parts—Service 


401 11. Brood 


Walnut 2-0620 


Telephone 
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(Continued pase -one) 


forth—and get ready for your practice 
runs. When is this? Oh, some guys get 
there late in April and during the first 
week in May, others don’t arrive until 
after the first week of qualifying. Most 
of us have made reservations at some 
boarding house or small hotel early in 
the year and that’s where we live. As soon 


- as we unload the car, we show our Magna- 


flux certificates, get our alignment check, 
then we roll the car into Firestone for the 
tire check and wheel balancing. 

All this work takes time. There’s a good 
reason for all this checking, however. In- 
dianapolis has a fine record for safety and 
with speeds mounting higher and higher, 
the technical inspection is becoming in- 
creasingly important. A broken crankshaft 
can cause a serious accident, as it has 
once or twice in past races, and of course 
all the parts such as steering arms, tie 
rods, drag links, etc., are ~eally stressed 
during the race. 

When the car is all checked out, it be- 


comes the driver’s turn for inspection. 
You can practice on the course without 
having been licensed, but you must be a 
licensed speedway driver and you must 
also have your physical examination be- 
fore you qualify. That physical is pretty 
rigid, too. If you haven’t a license from a 
previous year, you take the novice test. 
You go around ten laps at 95 mph, ten 
at 105, ten at 110, and a final ten at 
115. There’s some talk about boosting the 
final laps due to the fact that qualifying 
times are so much faster now. Usually, 
after a boy’s finished his four tests, they 
tell him to go out and do several laps at 
125 mph. The novice is observed not only 
by the officials but also by other expe- 
rienced drivers who watch the boy from 
four booths around the track, reporting 
to the officials on his cornering ability, 
stability, and general driving ability. You 
can take the test any time after the track 
is officially opened and you know as soon 
as you’ve finished whether or not you’ve 
made it. 

All right, you and your car have passed 
all the tests and you’ve. put about a hun- 
dred miles on the car, making your prac- 
tice runs. Two weeks before the race, they 
start the qualifying runs. When you think 
you're ready, you take your place on the 
list. You’re allowed three tries, you know, 
of three laps—that is, if at any time you 


Excalibur’s Sharp Successor 


ROOKS STEVENS Associates, crea- 
tors of the Excalibur sports car (Mo- 

TOR TREND, July, ’51), are in the news 
again with a new and rakish sports job 
which is now going into highly limited 
production in the firm’s Milwauke plant. 
Three cars are being constructed, two 
of which will use souped-up Willys F- 
head engines with an output of around 
115 horsepower. An overhead camshaft 


Alfa-Romeo plant with four cylinders and 
116 cubic inch displacement wili power 
the third car and all will be b-sed upon 
the very promising Henry J chassis. 

The body design of the new Stevens car 
is a fine blending of both classic and mod- 
ern sports car design. Although shown in 
this illustration in racing trim, with small 
plastic wind screens, a full windshield and 
neat, disappearing top are provided. 
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cross the finish line under power on the 
fourth lap of a qualifying run, why, that’s 
your qualification run, no matter how you 
came out. So, if you go around three lans, 
and you don’t like your time, you shut off 
and don’t complete the fourth lap. You 
know your time for each lap from the pit 
signals and if you complete the qualifying 
run, you get your official time over the 
loudspeaker in a few minutes, during 
which time you complete your brake and 
reverse gear checks for the officials. 

* Now all you have to do is tear down 
the car again, work it over carefully, and 
sit around vibrating to the qualification 
times of other cars, wondering if you’re 
going to get bumped. But eventually the 
lucky 33 get the word, and the big scram- 
ble begins. 


New Developments in Regulations 


Oh yes, I was going to mention one of 
the big deals this year. During this year’s 
qualifying runs, don’t be surprised to see 
a Cadillac-powered Kurtis Kraft car run- 
ning around for four laps. No, cars of that 
displacement won’t be allowed to race 
the speedway this year, but they will be 
running the championship circuits and 
they will be at the bricks next year—if 
they work out, that is. How did this hap- 
pen? Well, as I understand it, the AAA 
felt that big-time racing in this country 
has gotten to be a one engine deal. So 
they thought that, in fairness to the idea 
of true competition, they could open up 
championship racing to some sort of 
standard automobile engine, especially 
if it created new interest on the part of 
the public, and also the auto manufactur- 
er. So they’ve jacked the displacement 
limit to 333 cubic inches. It’s a good idea, 
to my mind, although I do think that our 
stock engines will be up against some big 
problems when they get into this field. 
To hold their own against the Offs, 
Novis, or the Ferraris, they’ll have to get 
more flexibility of performance from the 
engine than what’s there right now. Those 
pushrod operated valves have definite 
limitations and there’s a big weight prob- 
lem, too. However, it is an interesting 
development and if that Cadillac of the 
Detroit Speed Equipment Company does 
run a qualifying run this year, you can 
be sure there’ll be some very interested 
observers hanging on the fence. 


About Clay Smith 


Something about me? Well, David 
Jones and I run this business here in Long 
Beach, . offering a full camshaft service 
and speed tuning in general. 

Well, I hope you’ve got enough on the 
tape now. As I said before} it’s pretty hard 
to say anything new about the soo. «If 
anyone’s picked up a better idea of how 
the big race works, I’m satisfied—and 
pleased, too. See you around the infield, 


come May 3oth. 
—Interview Conducted by George Finneran 
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"10-15% Thrott 
Added H 


Precision Ground to tolerances of /or—.0005 to 
maximum efficiency. Carefully manufactured 
machinists and engineered to specific Weber 
known the world over to mean the best 
Automotive Equipment. Stock models for 
ONLY $25.00*. 

COMPETITION GRINDS AVAI 


Precision Ground 
ediate delivery— 
Low prices start at 


FOR ALL CARS 
Non-Aluminum Flywheels— 
Ideal for Track or Hot Rod 


REE TRIAL! 
ONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
(On all stock cams 


Send 10¢ today (to cover cost of 
mailing and handling) for Weber 
information and Catalog on Cams. 


CONTINENTAL 
STYLE TIRE KIT 


for ‘49 and ‘50 FORDS 


AMAZINGLY 
LOW PRICED! 


$2050 


COMPLETE 
SHIPPING WEIGHT 65 LBS. 


Send only 25% deposit, 


@ No holes to drill . . . install it yourself in one hour and 
a half. 


@ Swinging tire carrier gives free access to luggage 
compartment. 

@ Absolutely rattle-free . . . squeak-free. 

@ Smart custom-made cloth tire cover gives real conti- 
nental appearance . . . black or beige. 

@ Can be removed and car put back in original condition. 


Complete with gravel shields, tire cover, chrome hub cap, balance C.O.D. 
lug lock, chrome license light . . . and all necessary bolts, et 
nuts and miscellaneous parts. Quantity limited . . . or 


yours today! RUSH YO@R ORDER NOW! 


MANUFACTURERS PRODUCTS CO. 


6432 CASS AVENUE € DETROIT 2, MICHIGAN 
TESTED AND PROVEN BY RACERS 
World Famed Swiss Cimier alg 


Originally made as a military watch. 4 oe 5 
Tax Incl. 


NOW, here in America . . . a rea 
he man’s watch! For time of day 
or split-second stop-watch tim- 
ing. The genuine Cimier ‘‘re- 
members” results indefinitely, 
while movement keeps go- 

@ A sweep-second stop- 

wate! 

@ Three separate dials 

@ Tachometer (for speed) 
@ Telemeter (distance) 
@ A precision watch 


ing. Separate 
@ Shatterproof crystal 


@ Radium dial and hands 
@ Black or white dial 
available 

IMPORTED SWISS MOVEMENT— 

Separate Minute and Hour Re- 

corders—Chrome Beveled Back. 
NASSAU CO., Dept. 205 

Box 792, G.P.O., New Y: 1, N.Y. 


a 
true pregision timepiece. 


GUARANTEED 


Guarantee certificate for 
one FULL YEAR with each 
watch. SATISFACTION OR 
MONEY BACK, 
Act NOW while we can hold 
this price. Send check or 
money order for $9.95, and we 
will pay postage. (Or we will 
ship COD, you pay the post- 
man $9.95 plus COD charges.) 
Same watch in rich gold finish $14.95 
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CADILLAC AUTOMOBILE, 1903 


FULL CoLoR:! 12 for $] 


Each about 4 inches long, just the right 
size for hundreds of uses. Original designs 
by foremost artist of antique automobiles, 
Clarence P. Hornung. Rich in authentic 
detail, gay, colorful with the bright glaze 
of old coachwork. Includes early favorites 
—1898 Packard, 1908 Maxwell, 1902 Ram- 
bler, 1908 Model T, 1908 Buick, 1903 Olds 
and a half dozen others, all in brilliant 
colors. Use on ash trays, plaques, coasters, 
lamp bases, serving trays, mirrors, walls, 
furniture, toys, bars, glasses, frame as pic- 
tures, etc. Washable. Easy to transfer. 
Mailed to you — with simple instruc- 
tions. No C.O.D. 


Sen AUTHENTICS, 


Dept. E * Box 26 
Cincinnati 7, Ohio 


LEOPARD and ZEBRA* 


SEAT COVERS ‘1 to 52 CARS 
LEOPARD SKIN 


COMPLETE FRONT & BACK 
Give your cor thet interest- 


yet reflecting true tone 
and quolity. Masterful ar- 
tistry in design and custom 
tailoring. 


ZEBRA HIDE 


COMPLETE FRONT & BACK 
Moke your car as different 


women rave about them. 
Custom tailored and de- 
signed by master craftsmen. 


KLEINWIAN’S 


ING CO EST 19196 
4264 WOODWARD 
T MICHIGAN 


Improvement 
in Braking ... 
WITH 


LEFTY -BRAKE 


A finely engineered, high quality brake at- 

tachment for all aut tic tr ion cars. 

You won't believe such a value is possible. 

Lets you brake your clutchless car with your 

left foot, right foot or both feet. Advantages 

will amaze you! Only $1.95 Del. 
Simply order from— 


THE CURTMAN COMPANY 
529 Pinehurst Blvd. Michig 


FRED BODLEY 


Precision Repairing . . . Rolls Royce, 


Bentley & all Foreign Automobiles. 


8515 W. Pico Bivd., Los Angeles, Calif. 
CRestview 5-1557 


E ARCH REPORTS ON— 


NUMBER OF LETTERS have ex- 

pressed confusion over the workings 
of the Gyro Skid Control. No “Accessory 
Trial” we have printed has drawn so much 
comment, pro and con. So much ma‘! has 
been received that we’ve decided to an- 
swer the questions in this supplementary 
article. 

(1) “Gyro” is a trade name here, not 
an explanation of the principle of the de- 
vice. Nothing spins, there is no rotating 
mass, so therefore no true gyroscopic 
action is possible. 

(2) The Gyro Skid Control works. That 
is a fact based on the observation of all of 
us who have driven cars equipped with it. 
Even on wet. slippery turns, the rear end 
hangs to the highway with much greater 
tenacity than a completely stock rear. 
Prominent racing drivers have used it, 
agree that it works. That leaves one major 
problem—/ow does it work? 

(3) As some of our more astute readers 
(including one from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology) pointed out, it 
is difficult to understand how a moving 
30-pound weight can keep a 3000-pound 
car from skidding. Yet that is precisely 
what happens. Look at it this way... 


Centrifugal Force and Skids 


A skid occurs when (on a corner) the 
centrifugal force that tends to push the 
car out manages to overcome the friction- 
al-force between tires and road surface. 
We all know there is a critical speed at 
which this happens. If you go into the 
corner at one mph less, you won’t skid. 

Similarly, when you are traveling in a 
straight line on wet pavement, the skid 
will occur when the rear wheels lose trac- 
tion with the road surface. Again there is 
a critical speed at which this occurs. The 
point in both cases is that only a small 
amount of extra force in the proper place 
is required to hold the car in place. The 
proper place. of course. is acting against 
the direction of skid. 

So let’s try a skid with the mechanism 
ir. place. You know how it’s put together, 
I assume, but just in case you don’t the 
drawing will refresh your memory. The out- 
er tube is clamped tightly to the rear frame 
member of the car and it goes anywhere 
that frame member goes. Inside is a 30- 
pound round metal bar held in the center 
of the tube by two heavy springs, one at 
either end. The bar is free to move against 
the springs, traveling inside the tube on 
bearings which are constantly soaked in 
oil. If the tube is stood on end, the weight 
will sink against the lower spring. 

When you skid, the rear end moves 
sharply to the side. It doesn’t necessarily 
move far, but the motion at the moment 


GYRO SKID CONTROL 


1. Car in forward movement. 
Gyro Skid Control mechanism can be 
seen in cutaway view at rear. Weight 
is in center. Springs at either end are 
same length, same strength. 


2. Rear goes into left-hand skid. 
Weight stays in same place but end of 
tube moves toward it, pushing right 
spring against it. Skid is stopped when 
sideways force is overcome by inertia 
of weight. Note that line of travel is 
still in center of weight. 


3. With rear-wheel skid stopped, it is 
easy to bring front wheels into new 
position and continue straight ahead. 
Total time between pictures 1 and 3— 
about two seconds. Weight has as- 
sumed new position in center of tube, 
is ready to block another skid. 
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of breaking traction is sudden. The outer 
tube of the Gyro Skid Control moves with 
the frame, sharply, but the inner weight 
does not. It tends to follow the original 
path of the car until the spring compresses 
against it from the side away from ‘the 
skid. If the rear skids left, the right spring 
compresses. The rear of the car and the 
outer tube have a velocity toward the 
weight equal to the velocity of the skid. 
In an extreme case the weight will be 
smacked against the end of the tuve. 

Notice, now, that the impact of that 
weight against the end of the tube is op- 
posite to the direction of the force that 
caused the skid. The sideways momentum 
of the car is opposed by the inertia of the 
weight. Naturally, when the spring has 
compressed as far as it has been forced, 
its pressure against the weight drives the 
weight the other way. Now the reaction 
of the spring still tends to push against 
the direction of the previous skid. The 
skid was halted by the original drive 
against the weight, the car is further 
steadied by the reaction of the spring. 

As the spring expands, it drives the 
weight toward the other end of the tube; 
in effect it throws the weight in the same 
direction as the previous skid. But by now 
you supposedly have the skid under con- 
trol. If it isn’t, the further skids will be 
controlled by the same action as before, 
because the weight will once again be hit 
by the end of the tube which is following 
the sideways motion of the car’s rear end. 

No, it isn’t easy to explain or under- 
stand. The device is simple in design and 
it is based on sound mechanical laws. 
However, there are two important things 
to remember: 


Remember This 


(1) Since the weight is slung low on the 
car and is free to move only laterally, the 
device will not have any effect on sway 
in corners. Not until the rear wheels break 
loose into a skid will it operate. 

(2) Since the weight is only 30 pounds, 
it can’t correct a skid that is too severe. 

At speeds near, but somewhat above the 
safe limit, Gyro Skid Control will, as the 
manufacturer advertises, stop skids. 

—Eugene Jaderquist 


GETTING READY 
FOR COMPETITION? 


CHECK THESE 
“LITTLE THINGS” THAT COUNT! 


The new BREATHER that answers the problems 

arising from larger bores, longer strokes and higher 

rpm engines by: 

@ COOLING YOUR OIL @ RELIEVING CRANKCASE PRESSURE 
@ INCREASING ENGINE LIFE @ LESSENING OIL LOSS 


The Breather Kit is complete with mounting instructions, gaskets 


and all bolts necessary .. fits all cars . . . $5.75 (Inc. Fed. tax) 
EXHAUST DIVIDERS for Ford 85 and Mercury . . . of extreme 
importance in the larger displacement engine . . . manufactured 
of cast steel . . . kit complete with instructions . . . $3.95 per set 
FUEL BLOCK KITS . for all Ford carburetors . . . complete 
with special carburetor ‘fittings, that hard-to-get Neoprene hose 
(the lines and fitting are perfect for any fuel mixture) . . . can 


be easily mounted on any firewall. 


Dual Kit (includes 40’’ Neoprene hose and all fittings) ........ $10.50 
be le Kit (includes 5 ft. of Neoprene hose and all fittings) $12.00 

arb Kit (includes 6 ft. of Neoprene hose and all fittings) we 50 
Fos! Block only (less fittings)..... $4.25 
AUBURN CLUTCHES—Clutch Plates can be used with any standard 
Ford clutch disc. Ideal for drag and sprint races. Makes shifting 
possible at any speed. No centrifugal weights. No slippage— 
ideal for all usage. 

Ford ‘35-'42$9.00 Ford 10’ ‘46-'48$13.45 Merc. $9.00 
Merc. 10” ‘41-'48 $13.45 Chev. ‘38-50 $12.60 
AUBURN MATCHED UNITS (Pressure Plate & Disc) 
Ford ‘35-'42 $17.13 Ford ‘46-'48 $22.00 

Chevy. $20.55 Mercury (10) $22.00 


Auburn clutches are available for most cars & models. Please 
specify year, make & model. 


And here’s the rod for nes real smoker, that is! 
Alex X personally recommends the BUTT WAGON. The tires 
are genuine rubber if your guests insist on dragging it across 
your best furniture. The price is only $2.25 postpaid. 


EVERY SUNDAY 10:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M. 


HALF DAY SPEEDWAY 


LOCATED 2 MILES NORTHWEST OF HALF DAY, ILLINOIS, ON U.S. HIGHWAY 45 
(BETWEEN STATE HIGHWAYS 21 & 83) 
1% MILE PAVED TIMING STRIP, 150 FEET WIDE 
Write or Call for Free Decal and Further Information 


CHICAGO 25, ILL. 
LOngbeach 1-9195 


Prepared for Mexican Road Race by Kiekhaefer Corpora- 
tion engineers, this car is an identical twin to the famous #7 Chrysler 
driven to new world speed records by Tony Bettenhausen, with the sole exception that the piston 
displacement has been increased to 376 cubic inches. 


Race equipment includes specially modified engine and suspension, auxiliary instrument panel 
containing tachometer and additi ine instrumentation, 63-gallon fuel tank, roll-over bar, 


and other features for improved performance and safety. 


In perfect condition and ready to race. Also suitable for use as an ultra-high speed touring car 
by adding mufflers. 


Research Department 


KIEKHAFER AEROMARINE MOTORS, INC. Fond du Lac, Wisconsin 


Fifty-one 


— 
{ 
Sreather 
- 
- 
a 
SPEED SHOP 
110@ VIGTORY BLVD 
| DEPT. MT-6 e BURBANK, CALIF., CH 0-4484 
| 
| 
Ty 
5150 N. WESTERN = 
4 
ent. 
be MODIFIED 1951 
ight 
are ~~. CHRYSLER SARATOGA CLUB COUPE BS 
\ 
kid. 
pe — 
new | 
rend June 1952 


SALES-SERVICE 
PARTS-ACCESSORIES 
e MG 

e MORRIS 

SINGER 

DAIMLER 

BENTLEY 

ROLLS ROYCE 
HILLMAN MINX 

e SUNBEAM TALBOT 


AND .. . EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTORS IN 

OHIO AND MICHIGAN FOR THE SENSA- 

TIONAL GRAN SPORTS MODEL SIATA 
Top trade for your old car. Financ- 
ing arranged if desired ........ 


=SSPORTS =CARS=LTD. 


4501 EUCLID AVENUE 
Cleveland 3, Ohio EXpress 1-0717 


—— 
ALL-STEEL 
CUSTOM HEAD GASKETS 


O.K. Fellows—Here They Are 
Solid steel cylinder head gaskets from .005 
to .040 for all makes and models of cars 
from 1933-1951. 

Eliminate milled heads. Just install a gasket 
of correct thickness. 

Eliminate blown gaskets due to high com- 
pression. Solid steel head gaskets have with- 
stood 12:1 compression ratio satisfactorily. 
Certain 1952 models have solid steel head 
gaskets due to high compression and in- 
creased horsepower. Now install a set in 
your car and have the best. 


6-Cylinder in-lines........ .$6.00 each 
All $7.75 per set 
8-Cylinder in-lines............. $9.50 each 


‘Nuff said—in orderi specif , make 
end model of cor. 


Check or money order only. 50% deposit 
on C.O.D. 


LINDEN PRODUCTS 
Division of Linden Monogram Company 
195 Beach Street, Dept. M-6, Malden 48, Mass. 


—LINCOLN— 
OHV 1952 v8 


Custom racing engines from 268 to 
352 cubic inches. Speed equipment 
for the new OHV engines, Lincoln, 
F7 and F8 Ford. 


@ Dual 
e Dual Ignitions..ex. 34.95 
e Adaptor Housings.. 65.00 
(1932-52 Ford) (1939-52 Merc) 
(1936-48 Lincoln) 


* Also Ford-O-Matic, Mere-O-Matic 
Reg Fudge, Jr. 


19413 Scroll St., Reseda, Calif. 


Distributors for... 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
MUFFLER CO 
*MANIFOLDS 


FISCHER'S HOBBY SERVICE 
Louisville 20, Ky. 


Write for Lists 


618 S. Fourth St., 
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(Continued from page twenty-three) 


you get your money’s worth, so you go 
out of your way to tap the AAA for 
everything. On the day you join you 
don’t own a car but you do have the 
money and the intentions of buying one. 

The AAA won’t recommend a make or 
model, but once you’ve chosen, they’ll 
finance it for you at rates as low or 
lower than you can get anywhere else— 
usually far lower than a used-car dealer 
will offer you. You get your insurance 
coverage at the same place. If the club 
doesn’t carry it, they have a low-cost 
arrangement with another company. 

Once you own the car, a few clubs will 
give you free brake and headlight in- 
spection. The Automobile Club of South- 
ern California will calibrate your speed- 
ometer. If a tire blows out or the bat- 
tery takes a day off, a telephone call 
will bring assistance—free. If the en- 
gine turns out to have been heavily 
larded with stiff oil to hide its poor con- 
dition, you may be able to get good 
advice from the club’s legal staff. When 
you need license plates, you can avoid 
the long lines at the motor vehicle de- 
partment’s office by standing in the much 
shorter line at your local AAA affiliate. 

Comes summer and vacation time. 
You’ve got two free weeks and a power- 
ful yen to do some fishing, say stream or 
lake fishing. You give your problem to 
the AAA and they go to work. They’ll 
tell you where the fishing is good, mark 
the easiest and fastest route on a map, 
make arrangements for you to pick up 
a detailed map of the region, give you 
full information on the condition of the 
roads, explain the cost and quality of 
accommodations nearby, and make the 
necessary reservations. 

So you move the lever to drive, and 
go. But you're too anxious to get to 
those fish so you boom through the main 
drag of some sleepy town at 60 mph and 
find yourself charged with reckless and 
dangerous driving by a glowering justice 
of the peace. He tells you it will be 
seven weeks before your case comes up 
and how would you like to post about 
$500 bail or spend those weeks in his 
jail? 

You know the fine won’t be that high 
but the only way you can raise the 
money is to sell the car. Then you remem- 
ber the AAA and reach in your pocket 
for the little card you carry. This enables 
you to identify yourself to a local bail 
bond broker and entitles you to a bail 


SAVE GAS 


—or Your Money Refunded 
The Amazing New Almquist 


WATER INJECTOR 


)“SouPS-UP MOTORS” 


New AUTOMATIC Water-vapor 
injector s the work of in- 
jectors costing 3 to 6 times as 
injection principle. Guarant 

qty ) to cut fuel costs and give bet- 
4 ter engine performance. SAVES 
MANY $S8$ A YEAR. One fleet 
owner says, “Saves 1 gallon 
of gas in pay Easy to install in minutes. 
Fits ALL cars! WATER INJECTOR for Any Car, 


Send for FREE LITERATURE 


ALMQUIST 


BRAZE, SOLDER, 
and CUT 


No experience needed 
Follow simple instructions, 
weld on iron, steel, bronze, 
brass, aluminum, and other, 
metals. 
roperly wire vo 
ALC or D.C. line Make org, 
save time and money doing" 
repair work for yourself and others. Re- 
pair men, farmers, tinsmiths, home and 
auto owners, hobbyists, etc., say FOUR- 
WAY pays for itself over and over. Order 
today or send for Free details. 


FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY, Dept. F27-FC 
2326 So. Michigan Ave. © Chicago 16, Illinois 


N E CUT- 


Controls cut- 
out and cut- 
back in re- 
stricted areas 
from a handy @ 
dash control 
button. 


ser 


e EXHAUST OUT! 


Universal, fits ALL exhausts! Engineered te 
install special pipes without removing muffler. 
Eliminates back pressure in muffler. 


$4.95 
Sent postpaid with i} 


G d isfaction or money back. 


—MOTOR HISTORY ENTHUSIASTS 
Old Automobile Advertisements 
Anti Classi Vintage Cars 

NOT REPRINTS 
Original Source Material from Old Magazines 
of Yesterday. SAMPLE PACKET of 20 Ads and 
Lists $1.25 postpaid. 
THE MAGAZINE BARN 
P.O. BOX 193, SEATTLE 1, WASHINGTON 


WHITE WALL TIRES ¢ DUNLOP GOLD CuP 
Newly Released . . . Fresh Stock 


New, Not Recaps, etc. Ist Quality in Wrappers 
Not Painted, Full Width Natural Rubber White Wal! 


Premium in Quality . . . Not in Price 
(Mfr's. Lifetime Guarantee) 


Write for Sizes and Special Discount Prices 
(Soon . . . Colored Side Walls) 


RAMSAY RACING TEAM, 1210 E. 55th St., Chicago 


CLASSIC AUTOMOBILES 
Reproductions of fine original pencil toes, 
By," x 11”. Different views of five models: 
1928 Blackhawk S$ ster @ 1929 Duesenberg 
Phaeton @ 1929 Packard Convertible @ 1931 
Pierce Arrow Touring @ 1932 Franklin Speedster 
Complete set of 5 prints, ready to frame, for 
only $3.95, postpaid. (Sample print, your choice, 
$1. ppd.) Send check or money order today. 
10 day money-back guarantee. 

ENGINEERED PRODUCTS CO., Fairport, N. Y. 
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pond for amounts up to $5000. It may 
happen that you won’t have to appear 
at all, if the AAA has a representative 
close by who will do it for you. Even if 
you must return later, you’re free for the 
present and can continue your trip. 

Not only is all this free assistance 
available in the neighborhood of your 
local club, but anywhere you go in the 
United States or abroad you can receive 
the best the nearest affiliate or division 
of the AAA can offer. Your club gets the 
bill eventually and writes it off against 
services rendered to strangers in its own 
territory. Anywhere you can drive a car, 
you can call on your club for help. All 
do not have facilities for the deluxe treat- 
ment, but the parent organization insists 
that even the smallest maintain a tour- 
ing bureau and provide emergency road 
service. 

That annual dues payment of yours 
buys much more than these various serv- 
ices. Your school-age son or daughter is 
protected by the safety patrol system set 
up 30 years ago. Maybe the grade-school 
kids do look a little pompous with their 
Sam Browne belts, but they’ve saved 
more than their share of lives. Between 
1922 and 1929 fatalities in the 5 to 14 
age-bracket dropped 37 per cent, thanks 
to the patrol, while fatalities for all age 
groups rose 69 per cent. 

High schools are graduating better 
drivers today because of the efforts of 
the AAA. One club alone, the Automobile 
Club of Southern California, has _per- 
suaded public-spirited dealers to provide 
145 cars for training classes. The Club 
then contributes, free, the dual-control 
hook-up and finds a qualified teacher. 

Many of the conditions we take for 
granted today were won after much bitter 
fighting. The tourist of 1906, for example, 
bought a new license plate every time he 
crossed a state line, or paid a fee in lieu 
of a plate. Officials looked on this as a 
juicy source of revenue. Not until the 
AAA had egged the Federal government 
into considering a bill to take these fees 
for itself did the states come around and 
recognize licenses issued outside their 
own borders. 

We complain about gasoline taxes today 
but if it hadn’t been for the constant 
attacks of the AAA on greedy attempts 
to soak the car owner we’d be paying 
much more. Three Federal bills were 
killed in one year 25 years ago, and nu- 
merous state taxes on everything from 
wheels to horsepower have been defeated 
in committee or on the floor of the legis- 
lature. When it became obvious that high 
gasoline taxes were required to build the 
freeways and super highways to handle 
increased, high-speed traffic, the AAA 
finally supported taxation. Then it was‘ 
discovered that sly statesmen were divert- 
ing gas tax funds to pork barrel projects, 


(Continued on page fifty-five) 
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YOUR OPPORTUNITY 


. .. to obtain never-before-published facts and photos—to get a 
complete new view of this ‘world on wheels’ 

Your collection of Trend Books is a one-in-a-million source of 
methods and ideas on how to get more SPEED, BEAUTY, 
POWER, VALUE, ENJOYMENT from your car! 


It pays to take a good look when you 
buy; it pays to know the facts; it 


pays to have a sound basis for your on 
tang in legal r tape it will pay 

pg to read the whole story in HOW mews- 

© BUY A CAR! stands 

every- 

where 


The comprehensive pic- 
ture of the customizing 
art, photo-packed with 
the fabulous and fan- 
tastic cars of restyling 
experts — you'll learn 
how to transform your 
car into a sleek custom 
creation when you read 
CUSTOM CARS! 


The world’s unchallenged authorities bring 
you complete pictorial and technical coverage 
of the nation’s most unique sport; hundreds 
of photos show you the finest in design, en- 
gineering, and craftsmanship. With its out- 
standing cutaway drawings and “how to do 
you won't want to miss HOT 


TREND BOOKS, 5959 Hollywood Blvd., LA 28, Cal. I 
1 Enclosed is $....... books at 85c each (75c 
plus 10c postage and handling). , 
HOW TO BUY 
! ACAR’ name 
Due to, the unprecedented SPEED AND 
mand, 

oe sold out a one or more SPORT O address 
of these books—if your see back cover 
newsdealer cannot supply 1 HOT RODS O city zone l 

convenient package. CARS O state 


1852—Oakland’s Centennial—1952 


AUTO 


“GASLIGHT WORLD'S FAIR” 


Oldtime German Band—Murphy’'s Stein 
Garten. See "Little Egypt’—Gay Nineties 
Midway. International Village—See the 
Can-Can Girls. 


OAKLAND EXPOSITION BUILDING 


JUNE 19-22 


All Cars Compete for Awards! 


For entry blanks and information write: 
M. L. Slonaker, Mor., 3762A Brookdale, 


OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 
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CHROME DASH PANELS 3 


1941 Ford (2-pc.) dash pane’ 
1942-48 Ford or Mercury Pooch panel... 
1941 Ford radio panel... 

(specify if Philco or Zenith) 
1940 Ford instrument panel 3.95 
1940 Ford clock panel . $ 3.25 
1940 Ford radio panel... 
1941 Mercury dash panel. 


LOWERING SHACKLES 


t 
For Ford-Mercury—set of 4 4 


6"...$1.75 
LOWERING BLOCKS 


$3 95 

set 

consists of 4 U 

bolts and 2 blocks 

(1¥2" block for 2" drop) 

(add $1 to above for 2” block—gives 3” drop) y 
SPECIFY YEAR AND MAKE OF CAR 
immed. Delivery. Enclose 25% with order 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


g LEO’S AUTO SUPPLY , 


ARIZONA’S LARGEST 
HOT ROD SHOP é 
Dept. M-6, 2823 N. Stone Ave., Tucson, Ariz. 


PLYMOUTH 


Owners Manual 


oH Vie? Just published! Shows how to save money on 
hs : repairs, prevent trouble, enjoy carefree driv- 
a ES ing, increase trade-in value, get top perform- 
ance at all times. 272 pages, over 350 photos, 
diagrams, tables, charts, breakdown draw 
ings, plus clear, non-technical text makes 
everything simple as A-B-C. Written by Ed 
Packer, with assistance of Chrysler Corp., 
‘i this amazing manual shows everything: how 
to Plymouth troubles (any model) 
by feel, sound, smell, all-around performance; 
what to look for, trouble shooting, how to 
get value from >-ausere. So complete—mechan- 
ics use it. simple—women understand it. 
Hurry — B. your copy now 
— one minor repair and the 
manual pays for itself 10 times 
over! SEND NO ONEY—pay 
postman only $3.50 (plus post- 
) or save postage by 
$3.50 now. Full refund 
days if not “tickled pink’! 


Populer Mechanics Press 
Dept. PMT-6, 200 E. Ontario St., Chicago 11, Ill. 


CUSTOM GRILLS 
Ford-Mercury—‘49-'52 
choice of 4 grills 


GILBERTCRAFTS 
15 Jessie St., Brockville, Ont. 


1952 EDITION 


Tr’s New! It's Different! Get world's largest 
Auto Accessory & Parts Catalog and save money. 
Over 50,000 items, including Hollywood Acces- 
sories, Hi-Speed Equipment, Rebuilt Engines, 
all parts & accessories for all cars and trucks. 
We have that Hard-to-Get part! Jam packed 


(refundable 


J. ¢. WHITNEY, 1917-AB Archer, Chicago 16 


Boast new rugged power, better 
hop-up info, tune-up 
tips ail with double-your-money 
certificate worth $192 on buys. 
Champion owner should write Dept. MT 


—==FRANK MORGAN CO. 
Third & Eye St., MARYSVILLE, CALIFORNIA 


SELL ’N’ SWAP 


Requirements are: copy limit of 25 words (not 
including name and ‘aud, first come, first served; 
we reserve the right to edit where necessary; we 
are not responsible for accuracy of descriptions, 
although we will reject any misleading statements. 
This service is not open to commercial advertisers. 
No ads will be accepted if payment is not made in 
advance such will not be ac- 
knowl ddress bag request to Sell ‘N’ Swap. 
Due to an costs, we 
found it necessary to > eee two dollars per in- 
sertion—Editor 


IMPORTANT NOTICE! Only one CAR may be 
lisied in any single Sell ‘N’ Swap insertion. This 


ag (16) new hydraulic valve lift- 


ers for ‘37-'40 La Salle, ‘37-'48 we 700 miles 
on ym Cost $48 sell for $35. R. O. Selover, 2100 
h So., Minneapolis, Minn. 

WANTED_—'37 Cord _supercharged manifold 
drive, rims and running gear. | have some Gilfil- 
lian Bros. distributor parts for sale. L. Phillips, 
Box 141, Loleta, Calif. 

SELL—'46 Lincoln Continental conv.; radio, heat- 
er, whitewalls, Mercury engine, overdrive, Trip- 
oli red, new black top, tan leather interior. $2000. 
F. J. Bruno, co Vogue-Wright Inc., 469 E. Ohio 
St., Chicago 11, Ill. 

SELL OR SWAP—74 Harley ohv like 
new. Wanted Riley, Citroen, Mark VII or V Jag- 
var. J. Sharp, 1586 S. Grape St., Denver 20, Colo. 
SELL OR SWAP—'32 For Victoria suitable for 
restoring. No large dents or rust spots, reason- 
ably good ‘36 engine. Swap for ‘49 Mercury speed 
motorcycle or reasonable cash offer 


limitation will not apply te parts, catalogs, etc. 
WANTED—‘21 Model T Ford radiator, hood, two 
and left and right front fenders. K. 
Katz S. 59th Ave., Cicero 50, Ill. 
WANTED—’37 or ‘36 Cord 810 Beverly or Wes- 
chester sedan. Must be in mechanical con- 
dition, inierior clean. C. Sissman, 1540 E. 
3rd, Casper, Wyo. 

SELL—16 mm. color movies (300 ft.) of ‘51 Elk- 


hart Lake sports car road race. $40. T. Noble, 
2540 Eastwood Ave., Evanston, Ill. 
SELL OR SWAP—'34 four-door Pierce-Arrow 


— bedy good, engine good. Photos on re- 
west. B. Harris, 9 Windmill Lane, me owe N.Y. 
sett—'32 Hupmobile series 226; perfect body and 
upholstery and dash, engine in good shape, four 
tires, owners manual. Photo available. 
Klapp, 218 €E. Okla. 
SELL OR SWAP—' 32 Auburn and heat- 
er, dual-ratio rear axle, free whee also extra 
Auburn parts. Good shape but om clutch. A. 
Aronson, 392 East 4th St., Brooklyn 18, N.Y. 
WANTED—Ports for Vard Fork (made in Pasa- 
dena) for Indian motorcycle or leeding info about 
same. B. Current, 137 Jerome Rd., Staten Island 


SELL—Complete Ansen hydraulic brakes ous sin- 
gle and i Burns downdraft for Mode $40 
takes all. W., 217 Field St., Brockton, Mass. 
SELL OR ‘enn le Baron Lincoln conv. 
coupe, new int, completely rebuilt, top, interi- 
or, tires perfect. For Cord, Auburn ister or 
foreign car. Must be in like condition. A. Wall, 
27 Primrose Dr.. New Hyde Park, N.Y 
WANTED—Name of manufacturer or distributor 
of exhaust tail pipe, jet after-burner type acces- 
sory. R. E. Estand, 1521 N. Brown, El Paso, Tex. 
SELL—'46 black Continental cabriolet; new tan 
top, whitewa'ls, Edmunds equipment, ‘48 Mercury 
engine, %4 com, racing pistons, ported and re- 
lieved, light flywheel. $1590. R. E. Kidder, 315 
Westbrook Ave., Battle Creek, Mich 

SELL--’33 Auburn 12 phaeton; original condition, 
hydraviic brakes, runs good. Will take $375 cash 
or trade for partial payment on a clean MG. J. 
Aarons, 2153 Cooley Place, Pasadena, Calif. 
SELL—'31 Chrysler Le Baron roadster; complete 
and original, but needs work. Car features 14514 
in. wheelbase, V windshie!d, crash padding, etc. 
be] B. Hoffman, 2137 Cooley Place, Pasadena, 
calif. 


D. A. Noyes, 375 2nd Ave., Troy, N.Y. 
SELL—'30 Pierce-Arrow sports coupe; excellent 
condition, $350. Drive anywhere. Also ‘35 Auburr 
Six, two-door, two-speed rear end, runs good, 
cheap R. Brule, 120 W. Main, El Cajon, Calif. 
SELL—Vo!lmer Butane conversion unit complete 
with 20 gallon tank. Can be used with gasoline 
by installing shut-off valves. $100. E. F. Sloan, 
3745 So. 188th, Seattle, Wash. 

SELL—’39 V-12 Packard seven- passenger touring 
sedan; good condition, seven tires, original paint. 
$350. J. H. McGuinness, 22854 Calvert, Woodland 
Hills, Calif. SU 86069. 

SELL—'12 Overland touring car, model 69. Excel- 
lent condition, new paint, and completely over- 
hauled, ready to drive. $550. J. Pickering, 1622 
Lafayette, Ind. 

WANTED—'37 model 812 Cord five-passenger 
conv. "eek Must be in southeastern US. Send 
info regarding price and condition. Cpl. C. A 
ate, AF 11147299, 3628th Maint. Sqd., Box 
282-A, Tyndall AFB, Fla. 

WANTED—'49-'50 used Mercury intake manifold. 
7 price. E. Goldweis, Box 40, Severna Park, 


SELL—Butane outfit for car, including tank, heat 
exchanger and carb. L. M. Scharfs, Box 253, Bell, 
Calif. Lafayette 0944. 
WANTED-—Lincoln eee hardtop, prefer 
‘40 or ‘41. Want good body, transmission, interi- 
or. Engine condition not too eee. Trade 


‘48 MG-TC, excellent condition. . Cable, Box 
AFB, Merced, Calif. 

NTED—Mercer; any m any year. Picture 
B. Christian, 839 Marsh Rd., Menlo 


Pork, Calif. 

WANTED—‘40 or ‘41 Lincoln Continental located 
in Middlewest. Although a Cabriolet is preferred, 
would consider coupe. H. B. Wood, Travelers Ho- 
tel, Kirksville. Mo. 

SELL OR SWAP—Midget racer, V-8 60. Beautiful 
late style body, newest racing equi ment. Cash 
or trade for sports car with or without engine. 
A. Zaborski, 614 Innes St., Grand Rapids, Mich. 
SELL--'50 Plymouth coupe; clean, radio, heater, 
whitewalls, reworked, speed, readability, unbeat- 
able guts, top 111 engine looks stock. Ex- 
cellent for road, track. — $.10. R. Day, 
14511 S. Clark St., Giese 27, 

WANTED—'24 Chrysler w ‘State price and 
condition. WR. Back, 1720 Germantown Rd., 
Middletown, Ohio. 


(Continued on page fifty-six) 


Can You Count ’em? 


Big collector of automobiliana, Art Twohy, sent us this interesting 


cheesecake shot of a White Steamer of the early 1900s. 
he says. “I get a different answer each time!” 


count the gals,” 


“Try and 
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(Continued from page fifty-three) 


making the motorists pay for more than 
their share of government expense. So 
for the past decade, auto club representa- 
tives have urged that each state pass a 
constitutional amendment prohibiting the 
diversion of gasoline tax revenues to any 
project but the construction of highways 
and related facilities. Twenty-one states 
have adopted this measure. 

One function of the AAA that does not 
directly affect the passenger Plymouth or 
Pontiac is its racing program. The Con- 
test Board is a_ standing committee 
charged with control of all major com- 
petition events in the United States, in- 
cluding those which are international in 
character. The Contest Board is the only 
American body entitled to sanction at- 
tempts to establish a World record; the 
only authority empowered to issue licenses 
to Americans who wish to compete in 
European events. So important is this 
group to the American scene that the 
second installment of this article will 
be devoted entirely to the subject. 

Despite its commanding position in 
the American automobile scene, the AAA 
represents less than to per cent of Amer- 
ican automobile owners and about five 
per cent of American drivers. Why? If 
you can find the exact reason you might 
communicate with the head office at the 
Mills Building in Washington, D.C. They’d 
like to know the answer, too. Top execu- 
tives get a little misty-eyed thinking of 
the highways that could be built, the 
safety measures that could be enforced, 
the services that would be possible if 
membership reached the maximum. Fifty 
million people acting in concert can move 
any legal or physical mountain that gets 
in the way. 

When you drive a car today the ma- 
jority of your fellow citizens don’t con- 
sider you a dangerous and irresponsible 
person as they did in 1902. Public opinion 
is for you, not against. But there are 
still many who try to take advantage of 
the fact that you are prosperous enough 
to buy an automobile. Consider the 
motel owners who jack up their rates if 
they think you’re stranded; the mechanics 
that trade on your ignorance of the work- 
ings of an engine; the hoggish legislators 
with their special tax schemes; the small- 
time cops with a lust for loot; and all the 
other grifters and grafters you meet in 
your role as driver. While still recognizing 
that the great majority of innkeepers, 
mechanics, legislators, and policemen are 
honest men doing an honest job, the AAA 
is always ready to fight the gougers. It 
is no longer a necessity but it is extremely 
helpful to have a powerful buffer between 
yourself and those elements of society 
which are unfriendly. Grandfather’s 
Packard may be out-of-date but his Auto 
Club isn’t. 


send meney order. We will mail 


Fits in center of exhaust port of V8. 
Cools engine, adding horsepower. 
Fits Fords or Mercs. through ‘48. 


We can build an engine like this 
Send 25¢ for new wholesale and retail 
illustrated catalog 


Adjustable Steering Arm 


Retail each $19.95. Fits Fords or Mercs. 


VET EACH $14.95 


vets, CRYSTAL 


his SOLD WITH A MONEY 
NOW.” BACK GUARANTEE 


; \ IN CANADA, 
CUBA 
AND U.S.A. 


$1.25 


— 


PURE CARNAUBA 
» WAX CONTENT 


WO OTHER CLEANER 


0 OTHER WAX NEEDED & manufactured 


CAN BE PURCHASED AT MOST SERVICE STATIONS & GARAGES by ..- 


CRYSTAL nl P.O. Box K-2185, Orlando, Fla. 


LOW-PRICED CAR ORNAMENTS 


Ford 
Fender Ford Fender Streamer 


Ornament Protect-O-Shield 


and 1950 Fords. Pat. No. 2553504. 


Slips over gas tank filler At Your Dealer's 


Chrome plated—18” ¥ aa One model fits 1951 Or Mailed Postpaid 
so vro rysier, an - 
noe tig 1952 Plymouth, Dodge and DENTON HASSELL 
DeSoto. The same number 739 W. 9-Mile Road 
Get Yours Today! also fits the 1949 Ford. Ferndale 20, Mich. 


—Eugene J q 


June 1952 
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STOP BURNING OIL 
RESTORE COMPRESSION s 


Fisher's Compression SEAL 


Amazing Fisher's Compression 
SEAL will put new power & zip 
into your car. Because of friction, 
engines lose compression, become oil 
burners. A small amount of Fisher's 
Compression SEAL in each cylinder bore restores 
compression, stops piston slap & reduces oil 
consumption accordingly. Old, tired engines may 
not need expensive overhauling. 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


if after having driven 400 miles, you are not 
completely satis with the new performance 
and oil savings obtained from Fisher's Compres- 
sion SEAL, return the used tube for a full re- 
fund. $25,000 indemnity insurance policy is 
your — that it will not harm the finest 
engine. $3.95 postpaid. Write for free 


folder. oi, installed, send cash, check or 
money order. Dealer inquiries invited. 


1” by 1%” Overall 
¥%" bore 
Uses Lockheed Wagner parts 


For use on any car 500 to 2500 Ibs. Easily 
mounted on any backing plate. Thousands in 
use. Complete kit for Crosley 39.95. 


M, V. RYAN 
3844 Duane Way, South Gate, Calif., LOrain 6-3698 


SPEEDWAY; ROADWAY! 


eam Race Track perform- 
ance with amazing new track-proven Hi-Speed Heads and dual Mani- 
folds! Instant acceleration ot any speeds; surging reserve power! 

ASTOUNDING GETAWAY! INCREASE POWER 30% 
install yourself—no special tools needed. Easy instructions show every 
step. et our risk! Get the thrilling fects. 


Send for Your Copy of FREE CATALOG TODAY 
4866-T Milwaukee | 


SPEEDS Chicago 30, Ill. 


[ PROPANE GAS ON YOUR CAR 


with normal operation 

; on gasoline. Switch to 
either instantly — Save 
up to V2 on fuel. SEND 
$2.00 for “How-to-do- 
it’ booklet, hotos, 
drawings and low prices on complete outfits (re- 
nded on parts order). Rush order today—NOW! 


DEALERS 


LPG PRODUCTS, Dept. MT-6, Kearney, Neb. 


(Continued from page fifty-four) 


SELL—'33 Packard series 1004 —_ Eight conv. 
coupe; six wire wheels, new top, reasonably good 
$675. C. W. Hauck, 5915 
Miami Ave., Cincinnati 27, Ohio 
SELL OR SWAP-—Stock 165 hp Tucker engine; 
pemeire, starier, complete ready to mount. ver 
used. Best offer. Dr. C. Newton, Knox 
Bidg., Ashland, Ore. 
WANTED-License plates 1900 to ‘25, and wind- 
shield stickers ‘43 to ‘48. Also a light open car 
before ‘25. A. Newport, N.J. 
SELL—Model J Duesenberg engine; complete, 
Scintilla-Vertex magneto, just overhauled, can 
be adapted for boat—265 hp at 5000 rpm. Make 
offer. J. S. Puglise, 6 Orchard St., Haverhill, Mass. 
SELL—’51 MG TD parts; hood, engine, front fend- 
ers, running board, bumpers, seats, windshield. 
in Car has never been dam- 
4534 Alabama St., San Diego, 
‘ali 


WANTED—'40 or ‘al Bantam three main crank- 
case, also want B shop G. M. Cole, 
Box 73, Palos Park, III. 
SELL—'34 Super Eight Packard conv. coupe; com- 
pletely overhauled, new 7.50 x 17 tires, six wire 
wheels, side mounts. Partially restored; prime 
. $300 or swap for foreign car. J. E. Harri- 
jan, North York Rd., Elmhurst, Ill. 
ELL—'51 Mercury two- r sedan, Banning blue, 
Mallory ignition, Columbus ‘ote, very low mile- 
age. $1990. Perfect condition. W. R. , 
80-59 162nd St., Jamaica 2, L.I., N.Y Xtel 


75179. 
Auburn speedster or ‘32 speedster 
any condition considered. Pic. if possible. 
en, 839 Marsh Rd., Menlo Park, Calif. 
WANTED—Antique automobiles. Prefer American 
Underslung Traveller, or roadster ‘08-'12. 
Or — to. J. Cauffiel, . St. Clair St., Toledo 


SELL_MG Model TA engine and transmission com- 
plete. Starter, generator, distributor, oil filter, in- 
take and exhaust manifolds. All accessories 
—_. $175.00. Shipped anywhere in U.S. Ray 
Bowles, 32 North 3rd St., Alhambra, Calif. 

SELL—'47 Volkswagen; good tires, nice condition, 
oot ever $500. J. Doonan, Box 186, Rock- 
ville, Md. 


SELL—'39 French Citroen sedan, front wheei 
drive. In storage eight years, excellent. Almost 
identical to current model. First $500 takes it. H. 
Delaloye, 1624 Boren, Seattle 1, Wash. 
WANTED—Supercharged engine with  transmis- 
sion for ral model 812 Cord. Condition not impor- 
=. B. F. Woodson, 18 Malvern Ave., Richmond, 
‘a 

SELL—Doble steamer catalog, patent $5. Auto- 
mobile ‘34, $.03 te for descrip- 
Bullock. 2632 Valder Oakland 12, 


cali Studebak der Six four-door 
sedan. Stored since ‘34 ow miles. Excellent 
diti h h "$200. R. M. Vincent, 2306 


Hock, Parsons, Kans. 
WANTED—Cowl section with windshield frame 
for ‘32 Ford four-cylinder roadster or touring. 
Also dual downdraft manifold for same. R. M. 
Vincent, 2306 Hock, Parsons, Kans. 
WANTED-—Late Crosley Hot Shot or Super Sport. 
Must be in running condition. Prefer North Cen- 
tral US. Send pictures. J. M Wagner, 2189 Welles- 
ley Ave., St. Paul, Minn. 
SELL—'39 La Salle classic with original $5700 
Bohman & Schwartz custom body. OPS special 
ceiling price $852.60 or best offer. B. Wagner, 625 
Market St., San Francisco, Calif. Sutter 14570. 
WANTED-—Roots type supercharger adaptable for 
- MG with kit if possible. Condition of gears, a. 
ings, not important. But rotors, shafts, ii Raker 

d condition. Must be reasonable. Adler, 

18-14 83rd Ave., Kew Gardens 15, 
WANTED—To correspond with ‘46-'47- Continental 
owner who has installed V-8' Chrysler engine in 
same. H. C. Turnley, 5905 Charles, El Cerrito, Calif. 
SELL—! ain't the outdoor type. Switching to XK 
fixed head so ‘ Bang XK-120 roadster (August 
delivery) goes. plus extras galore. 4000 
B. 170 GM Blidg., Detroit 

tc 
SELL--Thompson Vitameter used 1000 miles on 
‘51 Cadillac. Excellent results, but car traded for 
‘52 Cadillac on which unit won't fit. New condi- 
tion. Complete $25. B. D. Kerr, 15-170 GM Bldg., 
Detroit 2, Mich. 
SELL—’37 Buick Roadmaster conv. sedan; new 
battery, brakes. tires, top, transmission, drive 
shaft, differential. 82,000 actual miles. Side- 

no rust, paint and leather fair. C. A. 


WANTED—Headers, twin set-up 
tappets etc. for Oldsmobile 88. Rudge Whitworth 
type wheels and hubs for Ford. J. Doonan, Box 
186, Rockville, Md. 

SELL OR SWAP—'46 Lincoln Continental “two- 
door; extra good condition. Will for ai 
late model car best cash offer. Dr. R. M. Pownal 
108 E. Garro St., Plymouth, Ind. 

SELL—To locate that scarce automobile or parts 
you need contact us. If it is in the US we will 
find it in time. “_% by on West Coast. The 
charge is only $2. . Bode, 435 Cherry St., San 
Francisco, Calif. 

SELL—'51 MG; red with red leather, 2000 cc Tri- 
umph engine, 3500 miles, 100% perfect, MG trans- 
mission, never raced, aiadies « amount of pow- 
er. _. sell, $1875. Cost $2600. L. Gantz, 727 E. 
8th St., Long Beach, Calif. 

WANTED—Wayne cylinder head and manifolds 
for ‘48 Chevrolet engine. Must be in good condi- 
tion. Please state price and asta in 
K. E. Pyle, 2202 Charlestown Ave., Toledo 


Ohio. 
SELL—’35 Packard Super ports; used engine 
parts, starter, ray bearing, transmission, 
rear axle, oqo etc., two Mallory coils. All very 
reasonable. J. R. "‘Kabala, 323 Delaware St., Mon- 
essen, Pa. 
SELL—’35 Super Packard Dietrich custom conv 
sedan; maroon, A-1 engine, good top, radio, heat- 
er, side mounts, jlienes, spotlights, rear wheel 
pants. $895. J. R. Kabala, 323 Delaware St., 
Monessen, Pa. 
SELL—Motor’s show numbers ‘30 to ‘39 inclusive. 
Best offer =. Also monthly numbers. Instruc- 
tion books; ‘27 Star, ‘26-'28 Cadillac, 
‘29 La R. Kabala, 323 Delaware St., 
Monessen, Pa. 
SELL—’33 V-12 Cadillac; headlights, front bump- 
er, fenders, instruments, grille, radiator shell, 
carbs, cleaners, adjustable shocks, transmission, 
rear end, wheels, tires, drums, steering. Make of- 
fer. ee o- L. Terry, R.R. 10, Box 709, Fer- 
quson 21, 
point for ‘34 Packard 
Eight, both rear fenders, tail lights, and two tire 
covers for front tires, also need 
brake parts. L. Nelson, Sherw 
SELL OR SWAP—'28 four cylinder Dodge Brothers 
sedan, body in excellent condition, all new 5.50 x 
19 tires, extra engine. Swap for «7% car, any 
year or make. L. Nelson, Sherw: . B 
SELL—‘39 Model K Lincoln 
Cabriolet; custom built, 145 in. Ibase, white- 
walls, engine completely rear-seat 
radio a heater. All criginal. P. F. Peake, 5 
North St., Bristol, Vt. 
WANTED—'32-'36 Ford roadster. State price and 
condition of aoe. Other makes considered. H. N 
Ring, Watseka, I! 
SELL—4.50 x 21, 5.25 x 18, ag x 16 new Kell 
og tires and tubes. P. Murphy, 1 
N.E. Sunrise Blvd., Fort Fla. 
WANTED speed equipment ‘Al 


dua 
fold, hot coils, Buell horn and 
electric tools, G. Fanning, 41-56 
, Elmhurst 73, N.Y. 
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West, Box 112, Palos Park, Ill. 
WANTED-—Fiat 500 or American Austin or similar 
chassis to be used for Formula III race car. Pref- 
erably near N.Y. P. Levenson, 45 Meadow Lane, 
Lawrence, N.Y. 
SELL—’39 Buick Roadmaster conv. sedan; six 
wheels, rebuilt engine, transmission; new top, 
clutch, shocks, brakes, six-ply 7.50 x 16 white- 
“walls. No rust, radio and heater. $1000. F. J. 
Marzan, 26 Gibbs St., Rochester 4, N.Y. 
WANTED-—Steam automobile, prefer a ‘24 to ‘32 
Doble model. Send picture and information con- 
cerning condition and price. Any body style. N. 
J. Wilson, 1906 N. Park, Springfield, Mo. 
SELL OR SWAP—'37 K_ Lincoln Le Baron conv. 
coupe; completely rebuilt engine, body, top, in- 
terior perfect. Sell outright or take Cord, Ameri- 
can or foreign sports car. A. Wall, 27 Primrose 
Dr., New Hyde Park, N.Y. 
SELL—’41 customized Ford conv.; ‘48 engine, new 
top and paint, etc. Excellent condition. Interior 
in fine shape. Best offer over $500. K. Swiftney, 
1575 Norton Ave., Muskegon, Mich. 
SELL—’34 Ford coupe; five-window, mechanically 
perfect, original paint, left door and right panel 
ceenedt nothing serious, otherwise the car is in per- 
fect condition. Best offer over mK R. Sommers, 
235 Hartford Ave., Kenmore 23, N.Y 
WANTED— American Bantam ‘engine or engine 
suitable for the car such as _ English Austin or 
engine and tr 2 
43 S. Magnolia Ave., Lansing, Mich. 
jood four-cycle gasoline engine and 
clutch assembly like u on lawn mowers, gar- 
den plow, etc. Send info and price. Cash. B. Blos- 
ser, 915 East Center St., Warsaw, Ind. 
WANTED-—Info on where Revere auto with Dues- 
enberg foarcautiader engine can be bought. Pre- 
fer open model. P. Thomas, Selden, Va. 
SELL OR SWAP Continental Ford conv; cus- 
tomized, gorgeous, special Lee Chapel “4 en- 
ine, full-chromed, terrific performance 
[wom for custom or sports car. B. Bowen, Rt. z 
Box 397, Lodi, Calif. 
SELL—’22 Buick sport roadster; restored, quick 
change wire wheels, extra tires and tubes, new 
top, original handbook. Photo on request. Make 
offer. A. Newell, 8211 S.W. Royal Ave., Portland, 


Ore. 

SELL—’31 Cadillac V-8 conv. coupe; Fleetwood 
body and chrome in good condition, new 

top, rings and valves. Engine needs work. Best 
offer over $250. F. L. Hudson, Woodcheck Hill 
Rd., Fayetteville, N.Y. 

SELL—Car photos, catalogs, manuals; new and 
old. Let me know what make or period you are 
interested in. W. McMillan, 8412 P flower Ave., 
Takoma Park, 12, Md. 

SELL—One ‘51 MG TD “3 valve head cover. 
Used for only 1500 miles. R. Aibel, 160. Stratford 
Rd., Brooklyn, N.Y. 

WANTED—Large size starter, fit late 
model Crosley engine. In condition. 
Also parts for souping Ford > 60. H. A. Joy, 64 
Fairmont Ave., Ottawa, Ont. C 

SELL—Engine—59 block ported and relieved, big 
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valves, full H&C cam, 356 x 416 JE pistons, chrome 
vanadium rings, ing wrist pins, Ibrock 
ly balanced. Never run, $350. F. 
Allen, | 524 Locust Ave., Philadelphia 44, Pa. 
SELL—New ring gear and pinion 3.54:1 _ for 
‘37-'41 Plymouth. $25. M. Knauber, Box 443, 
eric, Wisc. 
SWAP—'39 V-12 Packard sedan, cloth covered 
top, good running condition, good body. Want 
sports car or conv. A. F. Kluth, 920 E. Fort Ave., 
Baltimore 30, Md. 
SELL—Octa-Gane 50 alcohol water injector, used, 
to fit Oldsmobile V-8 engine. All fittings includ- 
ed. Will ship COD. $1 495. L. Figen, 2 Brew- 
ster St., St. Paul 8, Minn. 
SELL—One ‘49 to ‘51 Cadillac dual Edmonds mani- 
fold. Two ‘50 ee linkage and air cleaners. 
Cinetete $80. O. Cato, 419 S. Martenson, Wichita, 
an 
SELL OR SWAP —English sports chassis; 106 in. 
wheelbase, undersiung, wire knockoffs, engine 
with overdrive, right-hand drive, 32 ins. high, 
spare engine, instruments, most body parts to 
complete roadster. $400. G. Parris, 12572 Barrett 
Lane, Rt. 1, Santa Ana, Calif. Kimberly 20868. 
WAN TED—Offers for extra fine ‘09 Model T touring, 
engine No. 2258. O. Farrington, Livermore Falls, Me. 
SELL—Fine ‘30 Pierce — sedan. $250. O. Far- 
rington, Livermore Falls, M 
SELL—Fair ‘26 — cathen, $125. O. Farrington, 
Livermore Falls, Me. 
SEL SWAP—‘'26 T roadster; full ly restored 
with extra parts. Been shown. Make offer in cash 
or car. H. N. Ring, Watseka, III. 
SELL—A classic car; ‘31 Cadillac V-16, blue wool 
upholstery throughout, five Cg tires, twin spots. 
$400. J. M. Van Holt, 2928 W. 76 St., Los Angeles 
43, Calif. THornwall 9741. 
SELL—'32 Stutz DV 32, five passenger a ready 
to drive away; in excellent condition. H. C. Wing, 
es Chaple Rd., Brier, Mass. 

ELL—’40 customized Mercury conv; body, 
“6 souped engine, ‘47 tr 
two-speed rear end. Car never faithed. in 
service. $525. J. R. Watkin, Allendale, Ill. 
SELL—'29 Belgian Minerva conv. sedan, Murphy 
body in excellent condition, paint very good, top 
fair, mechanically very good. Very rare. Best of- 
fer. Dr. C. A. Beam, 261114 Piedmont Ave., Berk- 
eley, Calif. 
on eee used license plates. Will send 
Penna. plate for one from any —_ or foreign 
country or pay pee on foreign. P. Baker, 415 
6th St.. Braddock, 

WANTED-—Shop ‘31 Cadillac Eight, could 
use ‘30-'33. Also parts for ‘31 Cadillac within 100 
miles. Dr. H. Newman, Stanford Hospital, San 
Calif. 

SWAP—'49 Lincoln Cosmopolitan sport sedan, 700 
nr we on new ‘51 engine. Swap for ‘47-'48 Lincoin 
Continental hardtop in top condition. T. L. Ward, 

Harlan, Denver 14, Colo. 

WANTED—MG TC ‘48 or ‘49. Color no object. Must 
be in top mechanical and body condition. Cash 
on delivery. Will be happy to exchange notes. G. 
M. Schmoeller, Box 883, Central Sta., St. Louis, 


Mo. 

SELL—’37 Packard 12 conv. coupe. Lacks rumble- 

seat, ids and one rod bearing. Good original 

radio and heater. Complete $150 > will sell parts. 

P. H. Lever, Box 108, Tucson, Ariz. 

WANTED— Indianapolis official programs from ‘20 
to ‘28 in good condition. Will pay any reasonable 

vei Also will buy photos of 7d Murphy. M. 

Heil, 4366 Clayton Ave., St. Louis 10, Mo. 

SELL OR SWAP—Ranger = hp, six ovieder, ohe 

twin magnetos for V-8 midget or iG sports 

car. See Hop Up Feb. s2°p page 20. B. Nesbitt Box 

4479, College Station, Texas. 

SELL—Wrecked ‘51 Chrysler V-8 New Yorker, 6182 

miles on engine. Will sell complete or parts. Also 

have two supercharged Auburn speedster en- 


ines, model 852. H. McKeand, 9121 Crabbe Rd., 
‘emperance, Mich. 


SELL—Chau er driven ‘38 V-12 Packard; 36,000 
miles, new whitewalls, dark blue, five-passenger, 
fer takes. Sgt. C. Schalebaum, Jr., U vd 
Sqd.-2, 2nd “Air Wing, Cherry N. 

SELL—’39 V-12 Packard in mint condition; 75,000 
actual miles, steering wheel gear shift. Have 
bills to prove repairs. Make reasonable offer. C. 
Marschall, 525 N. Milton, Whittier, Calif. 
SELL—The same MG Mark II which set 23 Ameri- 
can records at Bonneville in Aug. ‘51. It is in ex- 
cellent condition+and has 7000 miles. D. Steph- 
ens, 310 Kearns Bldg., Salt Lake "City, Utah. 


SELL—'29 seven-passenger Franklin sedan; new 
tires, rings, pistons, pins, timing chain. Plus 
truck load of spare parts. 


Body sound, instruc- 
tion book, hydraulic brakes. Reasonable. es 
Pierre, Antioch Rd., Perry, Ohio. 
SELL —'27 Model T coupe, show room —o 
+ five wire wheels, good tires, ‘52 license. Seen 
appointment only, phone after eight, O9R5. A. ral 
os Box 995 Roswell, N. Mex. 

TED—Service manual for ‘34 3% litre Bent- 
ly, "Mel S. Levin, 5404 Sylvia Ave., Tarzana, 


SELL_-30.50 cu. in. Indion motorcycle engine, 
transmission, clutch, carb, distributor and wir- 
ing. Never been used. $50. Freight extra. W. L. 
Heath, 176 Bates Ct., Brookhaven, Ga. 
SELL—’37 Cord Cabriolet model 812; A-1 condition 
throughout, new US Royal whitewalls, a 
and heater. This is a clean Cord. _Price $1500. W 
Bittner, 504 W. Washi gton, ill. 
SELL—'31 Ruxton front wheel drive sedan. 
iginal factory condi One of the 
few nice ones left out of the 375 built. Sporty and 
fast. Price $800. W. Bittner, 504 W. Washington 
St., Bloomington, Ill. 
WANTED—MG TD used, prefer red or black with 
red leather. Send info. C. E. Shaw, 418 Clarendon 
Rd., East Lansing, Mich. 
WANTED— Chrysler or Cadillac OHV V-8 engine 
with clutch or Hydra-Matic, carb., dist., gener- 
ator, etc. Also 7.00 x 17 passenger tires. State 
price and condition. M. Sixt, Rt. 1, Sibley, la. 
WANTED— Used dual — manifold for ‘50 
air cleaners and 
linkage. win” take carbs if D. June, 
Theresa, N.Y. 
SELL—Mercury short block for stock racing, 
3 5-16 x 4, Edelbrock pistons, Grant rings and 
pins, ported, relieved, Howard cam, used four 
races. Best offer. D. June, Theresa, N.Y. 
SELL OR SWAP—'32 Auburn speedster; eight cyl- 
inder, dual ratio, body off frame but ready to re- 
assemble Want L-29 Cord. D. Chase, 2590 Lin- 
coln, Eugene, Ore. 
SELL—’32 Ford B_ roadst diti 
original mileage 43,000. Disassembled completely. 
AB 4 engine, accessories, transmission, chassis 
overhauled, never run. Partially reassembled, 
strictly stock. Photos available. $350. K. Bitter, 
513 Dunkirk Rd. Baltimore 12, Md. Towson 5939. 
WANTED—Mustang lightweight — motorcycle in 
good condition and fair price. J. Breen, 2359 Cov- 
entry Rd., Columbus 12, Ohio 
SELL—'32 Chevrolet two- door sedan. 
overhauled engine, six perfect — wheels, 
excellent, new shocks, springs. owner. re 
—you pay 0 B. Kovler, a E. 28th St., 
Brooklyn 29, N.Y 
SELL—Reasonably solid ‘35 Ford roadster body. 
Also have Columbia overdrive and all ig =" parts 
and cam for ‘40 Eckhardt, 
515 W. 9th Ave., Monmouth, Ill. 
SELL—'10 Model T Ford — complete with 
side curtains. Everything original and Parst class 
except top. E. Macfarlane, R.D. 3, Binghamton, 


Today, the name of Renault suggests a tiny lightweight car. It wasn’t always thus. 
Back in the classic period these French products ranked with the world’s most 
luxurious monsters. This Mofitt photo shows body designed by Hibbard & Darrin 


June 1952 


10 DAY FREE TRIAL 


WS ow wew SPARK BOOSTER / 


Some users claim this amazing unit 
produces quicker starts, faster 

up and smoother engine performance 
when inserted in the center hole of 
the distributor cap of any car. How- 
ever, performance varies, and some 
car owners report no improvement, 
so, WE ASK YOU TO TRY IT FREE 
AT OUR EXPENSE. Prove to yourself 
what it may do for your car. 


SEND NO MONEY. PAY 
POSTMAN NOTHING. 
TRY BEFORE YOU BUY! 
fry the “Spark” Booster in your car for 10 
days. If completely satisfied, pay just $2. If 
not satisfied, send it back and owe nothing. 
With each order: Big “Speed 
Equipment Catalog,” plus 
“Economy Driving Manual,” 
plus famous “150 Miles Per 
Gallon ...@ regular 
$1.75 value free with 
order. 


WRITE TODAY: Edward Mehren, 
P.O. Drawer 31-2, Beverly Hills, Calif. 


ARE YOU OVERDRIVING 
YOUR HEADLIGHTS? 


A.A.A, says many night acci- 
dents are caused by over- 
driving headlight beams. The 
Marchal headlight conversion 
set gives highest European road 
lighting standards, reduced 
glare, safer night driving. 

50% More Light! ! ! 
Easily installed, replacing any 
sealed beam units. State 6 
or 12 volts. Complete units in- 
clude hi-lo beam, patented 


Recuperator and bulbs. 
Price per Post- 
Set of 2 $] 8 paid 


ACCESSORIES IMPORTS CO. 
2039 Stabler Road, Akron, Ohio 


BUILD and DRIVE your own HIGH SPEED RAC- 
ING BOAT as hundreds of others are doing! 
Easy to follow our simplified plans for newest types 

, of racing craft. Large selection of 


to lengths. 
Utitities, and 3 Points. 
Both inboard and outboards. 


Send 25¢ for Catalogue 
containing pictures and descriptions 
of Champien Boats for which plans 
are designed and distributed ex- 
clusively by CHAMPION BOATS, 
1524 W. 15th St., Long Beach 13, 
Calif., Dept. 13-S 


RACING QUIPMEN 


6 ft. 
Racing, 


FINEST POWER a 


Increase Power and Mileoge with High Performonce 
Heods ond Duol Manifolds... STUDEBAKER FORD 
CHEVROLET MERCURY 
an@®—~ Send for COMPLETE CATALOG only 25¢ 


2733 SAN FERNANDO RD 


LOS ANGELES 65, CALIF 


CROSLEY OWNERS... Know 

Pig Your Engine Speed in All Gears 

—> Accurately calibrated dial re- 

places speedometer dial. Ex- 

4] tends speed range and shows 

engine rpm—Give tire size, 

.4// 4:50” or 5:00’. Installation in- 

structions included. $2.85 post- 
paid. T. VERGON 

481 pan. Drive, No. Plainfield, N. J. 


Any Model, Tailor Made 


HEADLINERS $]9°° 


(for Car Ceiling) 
send sample material. Head- Prepaid or C.O.D. 


OLLIE AUTO TOP 


Dept. MT-256, 6201 Famous St., St. Louis 10, Mo. 
Fifty-seven 
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By Rollin Mack 


NOW IS THE TIME to get the family car in 
shape for the long vacation pull. For 
quieter driving, cooler running engine .. . 
P-J INDUSTRIES at 315 N. Eighth St., Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin recommends CAR HUSH, 
the new acoustical glass blanket that mounts 
quickly and easily under the car hood. 
Fireproof, unaffected by grease and oil or 
temperature changes .. . CAR HUSH will 
absorb the rattles and chatters that drive even 
the phlegmatic boys road-happy. This looks 
like a soft touch. 


FOR ALL GOOD and practical aids to safer 
motoring we thank the inventive genius of 
man. On this account we render homage to 
the candle-power that produced the POLAR- 
VISION SAFETY LIGHT, which counter- 
acts oncoming headlight glare. 


Installed 


above the driver’s head, it uses an ergon 
lens to produce “Black Light” (barely visible 
to the eye) which shines down on the in- 
side of the windshield without interfering 
with the driver’s vision. Chrome case .. . 
fits all cars and trucks . . . $6.95. (Enclose 
$1.00 for C.0.D. delivery.) ELECTRONIC 
DEVELOPMENTS, Portland, Oregon. 


MEN—if you enjoy a good pipe, we have 
news for you. The HEALTH PIPE with 
unique Absorb-O-Filter of gauze-wrapped 
cotton cellulose keeps tars, moisture, all 
impurities from your mouth and gives you 
the fragrant flavor of tobacco at its best. 
Smartly styled in imported briar, well bal- 
anced . . . it’s yours for $8.00 ppd. Write 
HEALTH PIPE, Lansing 2, Michigan. 


TO COME up with an idea like STAMP-O- 
PENCIL a man must have the soul of a 
Swiss watchmaker. It’s a chrome topped 


Fifty-eight 


on tise house STRICTLY HUSH-HUSH 


e@U-C ON THE BIG BEAM 
eCARYA “HEADS UP” CAMPAIGN 


automatic pencil . . . which comes apart at 
the middle to reveal a small but highly 
efficient rubber stamp (ready inked) that 


prints your name and address. It’s a smart . 


idea and practical ... $3.95 in chrome, 
$5.95 in gold plating—ppd. No C.O.D.’s. 
Check with ELSART NOVELTIES, Box 374, 
Radio City Sta., New York 19. 


TO THE AID OF THE PARTY without two 
heads comes a revolutionary gadget that 
hands you a lighted cigarette while you 
drive. Now you can keep your eyes on the 
road when you reach for a smoke. This au- 
tomatic lighter, humidor and dispenser— 
PRES-A-LITE—holds 23 cigarettes, is an at- 
tractive bakelite and aluminum unit which 
attaches simply to the steering post . . . sells 
for $6.95. It’s endorsed by the U.S. High- 
way Safety Conference . . . and can be ob- 
tained from BLACH’S, Birmingham 3, Ala. 


SINCE THIS IS—after all—the magazine 
that introduced California Customs t- the 
world, let’s spend an exclamation mark on 
the new production of ACCESSORIES LTD., 
4720 Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles. Shown 


are the new wrap-around bumper kit for 
Cadillac and the CONTOUR bumper for 
Jaguar. They’re beautifully designed, prac- 
tical and will fit all late models. We think 
they’re great! : 


THE YEAR OF DECISION is with us— 
when we must choose the right leader; it 
would therefore seem incumbent upon each 
of us to appoint himself a modern Diogenes 
and, equipped with lamp, go in scarch of the 
Honest One. U-C LIGHT MFG. CO., 1050 
W. Hubbard St., Chicago 22 is not making a 
political pitch . . . but they can provide the 


perfect lamp. -It’s the new BIG BEAM ~~ 


SEALED BEAM HAND LAMP, with 4-inch 
lamphead, chrome handle, sturdy weather- 
proof battery case in attractive red enamel. 
Dependable . . . perfect for sportsman, mo- 
torists . . . $7.50 (less battery). Ready for 
the search, Diogenes? 


| THOUGHT that I’d seen everything . 
but now across my desk flashes news of the 
TOOTHMASTER ELECTRIC TOOTH- 
BRUSH. No kidding, you just hold it in 
your mouth and—up and down 120 strokes a 
second! Interchangeable brushes enable the 
whole family to use it. UL-approved .. . 
$12.50 ppd. (with two brushes). TOOTH- 
MASTER CO., 305 Hamilton St., Racine, 
Wisconsin. Great Gums! What next? 


‘TWOULD BE ALTOGETHER FITTING and 
just if all our heroes could receive more 
than ephemeral reward from the causes they 
uplift. Too many are too soon forgotten. 
An outstanding exception is Peter DePaolo 

. . still a real champion in the hearts of all 
who know him. And Luck still rides with the 
champ—his syndicated comic strip “Johnny 
Comet” is a smash hit. In the den of his 
new home is an unusual fireplace designed 
by Mrs. DePaolo, a charming woman and 
brilliant ceramist—with crossed checkered 
flags in contrasting tiles fabricated by the 
lady’s own hands. Pleasant reminder of the 
days of glory. But Peter has little time these 
days for indulging fond memories; he’s out 
there pitching to make Motorama Founda- 
tion a reality—the motor sports center of the 
world. And in my bcok he’s just begun to re- 
cord his greatest contribution to racing glory ! 


TO GET OUT THE VOUTE—of confidence, 
that is—I call your attentior to an “old 
soldier returning to the wars.” Warren Fras- 
er is back in business after a prolonged 
illness, ready to handle your custom engine 
problems . . . has a great new manifold for 
all Fords and Mercs too! If you’re stymied 
with an engine problem, you can pass the 
buck to WARREN FRASER’S CUSTOM 
ENGINE PARTS, Box 672, Station H, Los 
Angeles 44, California. 


WHATEVER YOUR POLITICS and whatever 
the bottles that lend them. conviction, 


CARYA HICKORY INDUSTRIES of Briar 
Brae Rd., Stamford, Conn. has the topper for 


all political “party” gags . . . real stoppers 
in unbreakable plastic (hand-painted) of 
the outstanding politicians of the day. $2.50 
each, two—$4.75, all four—$9.25. Join me? 
Off with their heads! 


Motor Trend 
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CHEVROLET 


LINCOLN 


BALANCED EXHAUST SYSTEM 


Complete Header and Dual Muffler kit includes: HEADERS; EXTEN- 


L — | 


“Every muffler is carefully inspected as to and 
before it is packed and shipped. This way we know that our 
mufflers, dual sets and balanced exhaust systems will 
fit your car with the minimum amount of time and 
effort and give you years of satisfactory service.—Howard Douglass 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
Deep, mellow dual tone! Straight-thru type . . . Cuts back pressure up to 50% giving your car 
added POWER and ACCELERATION! SAVES your ENGINE. Steel-packed, 16 gauge seamless steel 
tube construction! WON’T RUST OUT! OUTLASTS 3 TO 5 ORDINARY MUFFLERS! Easy to install, fits 
same space your present muffler is in! 


Chev., ‘37-'52 $7.00 Buick, 
Ford, ‘32-'40... 


36-'48 & ‘49 Special, Hudson 6 & 8, 
136.! a Kaiser-Frazer, ‘47-'52, Merc., 


Ply., ‘31-'41, Willys, "31-51. Nash—all, Pontiac—all, Olds 6—'39- ‘50........$8.28 
Ford, ‘41- ‘52, Merc., ‘39-48, ‘38-'48, Buick, "49-52 9.00 
DeSoto, ‘48, Dodge, '38- Ply. -, ‘42- “48, Hudson 6 & 8, ‘48-'52 8.50 
Stude. V8, ‘51-’52 8.00 Olds 8, ‘42-'5 9.00 
Cad.—all, Chrys. 8, ‘38-'50, Lincoln—all, Contingntal—all Cosmopolitan— 
all, Packar —all, Medel A Ford A ly, ‘29-'31 $9.15 
DOUGLASS DUAL SETS 
35-40 V8 Ford ~- 00 51-52 Stude V8, 49-52, Olds 88 & 98—all, 49-51 
41-48 V8 Ford 30.00 


small Lincoln—standard or (Hydra-Matic $39.00 
39-48 Merc., 49-52 Ford & Merc.—all................ - 34.00 37-52 Chevy. (except conve 54.00’ 
42-52 Dodge-Plymouth (except convert’s) 59.00*** Cadillac 50-51 V8 (Hydra- Matic only). 


All dual sets complete with everything needed to install including instructions. 
**$15.00 refund for return of old Chevrolet manifold, prepaid. 
***$20.00 refund for return of old Dodge & Plymouth manifold, prepaid. 


FOR INCREASED 


EFFICIENCY 
by Douglass o ECONOMY 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 
10 DAY FREE TRIAL @ MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


10 DAY FREE TRIAL » MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


SIONS; 2 STEEL PACK MUFFLERS; LEFT TAIL PIPE; ALL BRACKETS; 


CLAMPS AND GASKETS. Instructions for easy installation included. 


Please send at once 6-MT 


35-52 food. 39-52 Merc 
49-52 Olds 88 & 


51-52 Stude ve. 


49-51 Small Lincoln (std. or. Hydra-Matic) 


49-51 Cadillac (Hydra-Matic only).. 


(Specify year, make, model and ‘type “transmission) 
$15.00 C.O.D. Deposit for balanced exhaust system. 


THE DOUGLASS PLAN—MONEY BACK. i¢ not satisfied, 
return within 10 days and full purchase price will be refunded. Send 
Check or Money Order. C.O.D.’s $2 deposit on singles, $15 on duals. 
Specify year, model and type of transmission. 


DOUGLASS MUFFLER MFG. 
W. VALLEY BLVD., Dept. 4 


ALHAMBRA, 


Douglass “Steel Packed” Muffler (CD Douglass Dual Set 
ae CJ Douglass Balanced Exhaust System for a 
50 


SPECIFY YEAR, MAKE & MODEL OF CAR 


TYPE OF TRANSMISSION 


(-) Check or money order in full, enclosed 
(0 C.0.D. Deposit for $. Balance to be paid 
on delivery. 


Name. 


Street Address 


City. Zone State. 
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